FIRST PARISH OF WATERTOWN

FEBRUARY 2018

A Unitarian Universalist Welcoming Congregation

The Arbella
CAPTAIN’S LOG

After a blast of cold and a blizzard,
we have had a milder January
running into February. I decided I
like the snow better than the cold,
especially if I don’t have to drive in
it. It was amazing how much the
cold eﬀects everything. We had a
pipe burst at church, an elevator that
refused to run because of gummed
up oil, the cold causing the air intake
on our furnace in the parsonage to
Mark Harris, minister
shut down, and even cold as the
cause of our Kia making funny
noises, like the brakes were gone. I
think it was frozen brake fluid. What a diﬀerence a few degrees
make. Winter sometimes feels like a countdown. When will
March arrive? When will it be warm again?
Yet February is more than something to be endured. Winter is a
time for more reading and reflection. We may not be able to get
outside as much, but we can still go to the gym. As part of that
reflection time, Sue Kuder asked me to lead a book discussion of
my book, Elite: Uncovering Classism in Unitarian Universalist
History. These sessions will be on February 25 and March 25 at
7:00 p.m. I hope you will join us. The book is on sale during
social hour, but I know many of you already own it. These
discussions will also ask you to look at your own class
backgrounds to reflect on whether you feel welcome in this
community or not.
On Sunday Andrea and I walked to Belmont center from our
house. On the way I was reflecting on how my parents would
not have felt welcome in a typical UU community. Just a couple
of weeks ago I was sitting in our living room, and realized that I
was the first generation in my family to graduate from college. It
was like a lightbulb went oﬀ in my head! There are often certain
assumptions about the level of education, level of income, way
of life (own a Prius, recycle like mad, etc.), and a continuing
ability to make those who do not fit our demographic and social
profile feel uncomfortable, even if we don’t realize that is what
we are doing. So let’s explore whether we struggle sometimes to
be comfortable here, and whether that is related to class or not.

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Sermons/Services in February
February 4, 2018 10:30am
“The Sacred in the Profane”
Mark W. Harris
The President of the US has brought
profanity to a new level by using it in public
settings. The use of oﬀensive language in
reference to certain countries where he
preferred not to see immigrants coming from
was a recent example. Yet all of us swear,
some more profusely than others. What is
the purpose of swearing? Can it be used for
good?
Greeters: Kat and Jon Cass
Social Hour: Charmian Proskauer &
Beth Parsons
February 11, 2018 10:30am
“Slipping on the Shoes”
Andrea Greenwood
I realized that this year, Valentine’s Day
coincides with Ash Wednesday; the holiday
devoted to love mingled with one that asks
us to reflect on temptation and sin. How
might these themes combine to send us out
into the world with courage and hope?
Greeters: Clint and Sue Sours
Social Hour: Bre Hult and Andrea Gruber
continues on next page...
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CAPTAIN’S LOG continued...
Who feels welcome in our church? The last Sunday of
January we had a worship service that included about 15-20
minutes of the congregation breaking up into small groups.
They were asked the question, what does church mean to
you? We also included further questions on how we could
hear every voice in the church, and how we could stand up
for those who don’t have a voice, or are afraid to speak up.
I look forward to seeing the notes from your discussions. I
promise to have them typed up soon.
This is a good time to begin thinking about what the
church means to you, and what you want to see the church
doing as a community as we begin to think about
ministerial transition. Church is we hope, full of
experiences that are nurturing and fulfilling, while helping
us envision what we can do together. It is not the time to
build individual faiths, as important as that is, but a time to
create a faith-full community together. Last Friday, the
26th, we had an inspiring concert brought to us by the
gospel choir, the Joyful Voices of Inspiration. The church
was rocking with their soulful voices. It felt like we were all
one even though we were technically performers and
audience. This was a benefit to kick oﬀ the final stage of
our Capital Fund Drive. Will we Open Doors on a
beautiful new garden? It is certainly a project that we need
to act together on in concert, or in unison. On Saturday,
the big tree in the playground was cut down (it was hollow
in the middle and in danger of falling down). Afterwards I
looked to see where it stood, but was having trouble finding
the spot. Then I began to see a vision as I looked through
the beautiful glass doors. This is where the new fence will
be, and the patio, and the trees, and the wall, and WOW!
Little bits of cold weather did gum up the works in places
this winter, but the warmth of our community, and our
voices raised in song can remind us that together we can
build that beautiful garden.

Mark

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
from previous page...
February 18, 2018 10:30am
“The Profane in the Sacred”
Mark W. Harris

This year the two FPW lay services feature
UU theological diversity. Last fall we had a
service from those who do not believe in
God, and this spring we will have a service
conducted by members who do believe in
God, or some form of divine spirit. A lot of
God talk is pure profanity to me, damaging
to the true higher spirit of truth, justice,
peace and love. Is there a sacred power we
long to help emerge from human life and
encounters.
Greeters: Sue Demb and Kate Hanson Plass
Social Hour: Bob and Missy Shay
February 25, 2018 10:30am
Guest preacher: Marvin Venay, the
Director of Congregational and
Volunteer Engagement at the UU
Urban Ministry. Topic TBA.
There will be a designated oﬀering to
support the programs of the UU Urban
Ministry. The Unitarian Universalist Urban
Ministry provides ministry-at- large to
disadvantaged youth and families in Boston,
and oﬀers UUs the opportunity for direct
engagement with those struggling for fair
and decent lives. Approximately 55
Massachusetts UU congregations provide
both financial and volunteer assistance to
UUUM, and FPW is one of those.
Duis aute irure dolor in reprehenderit in
Greeters: Isabel and
Beth Tappan-deFrees
voluptate velit esse molestaie cillum. Tia
Social Hour: Danielle
England
&incommod quae egen
non ob
ea soluad
iumBilimoria
improb fugiend.
Parizad
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FEBRUARY 2018
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS

Hello, Dear Ones!
I wanted to say a hearty thank-you and send some love to the members of the
RE Committee. Some of you are aware that I’ve been having trouble with my
gallbladder, and had an endoscopy last week to relieve a blockage in my bile
duct. The RE Committee has stepped up over the last couple of weeks to
ensure that RE classes and activities go on uninterrupted. This included a
really wonderful teacher appreciation and training breakfast we hosted on
Sunday morning in celebration of our upcoming semester change. I was able
to focus on healing (I’m fine, by the way: clearing the blockage eliminated my
Lauren Strauss, DRE
symptoms and my discomfort within a day, and after a relaxing Saturday I was
ready to go back to my normal schedule!). I’m not just feeling personally
grateful, though; I’m professionally proud and pleased at how much this group and I have grown
together over the years. A strong, motivated committee is the key to an RE program’s success. As
we face several years of transition at church, I’m glad to know that our children’s and youth
ministry is built on a solid foundation.
Each year I choose a word as a focus for meditation and personal growth. Last year’s word,
“Cultivate,” brought me many happy images of tending a garden (and with 9 children ages 3 and
under in our church community, I’m thinking we’ve got some super-healthy soil these days!). This
year, my word is Foundation. I’m working, both personally and professionally, on shoring up my
foundation – taking care of the basics, like health and sleep; seeking wisdom in family and faith
tradition; thinking about values in decision-making. In some ways it feels silly to go back to basics
– but foundations get chipped away and weakened over time, so it makes sense to spend time
building them up and caring for them.
I wasn’t able to participate in the conversation during church on Sunday, but from what I heard
and read I think we’re all at a place where we’re examining our Beloved Community’s foundations
to find the chinks and fill them with good, strong stuﬀ. Talking about what we as a community get
out of our church is a maintenance project that just can’t go wrong… it also makes us aware of
what we all need to put into our church.
Often we UUs think of our faith in terms of individual belief and growth – individual exploration
and growth with support of a church community is one of our Seven Principles and a core value of
Unitarian Universalism. But there’s a higher calling for us as well: forging a common faith, not so
much based on feelings about deity or the afterlife, but on the values we hold dear. When we
collectively decide to uphold our values in the world through actions and words; when we enter
into covenant together; then we are creating something greater than individual spiritual growth.
I’m excited that First Parish of Watertown is beginning maintenance work on our foundation,
because it will give us strength as we move forward together.
In faith,
Lauren
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MUSICALLY SPEAKING
Some of you know that after I finished my undergraduate education, I studied oboe in
Denmark for two years. Most days, I eagerly listened to Denmark’s radio: "News in
English” read by a British journalist. It started at 9 am each day and lasted five
minutes. It always ended with a short remark about the weather that day. Many
many days in Denmark, the weather is overcast. It doesn’t usually rain or even be
misty. Just cloudy and decidedly gray. For months. One day, the “News in English”
announcer ended with the comment, “Well, it’s another dull day.” He said that in a
rather dull way, too. How very perfect, I thought.

Charlyn Bethe!,
Music Director

Winter has many dull days! With cold and dark, it is a time to go inward. I like to
think that the safety and coziness of being “inward” gives us the chance to really look at
ourselves and re-connect with our spirit. I think the music we are doing in February
does exactly that. I hope you find something that sparks a chord within you to fuel
yourself as we all thrive through dull days outside!

Our choir will be singing on February 18th and we are doing two pieces that are unusual to us. The first is
by Johannes Brahms (1833—1897). “Es tönt ein voller Harfenklang” (“The full sound of harps rings out”) is a
song for a women’s chorus that is accompanied by harp and French horn. The combination of these
instruments with the women’s voices create a mysterious and beautiful eﬀect. This piece is said to
“perfectly evoke the bleak yet sublime landscape….” The words, sung in German, speak to “the
innocence of unrequited love”. I think it will be thrilling to hear this music with high voices and
instrumental accompaniment. Guy will be conducting it, and that is perfect because he has such an aﬃnity
for anything by Brahms.
The second piece is called “Flight Song”, recently written, in 2015, by a young Norwegian composer, Kim
André Arnesen. Arnesen is certainly a rising star in choral music circles. His life has centered around
choral singing and he wrote this piece as a gift to an American mentor and conductor, Dr. Anton
Armstrong. Among other things, he feels that Dr. Armstrong has given a “safe environment” to the singers
who work under him. The lyrics of the song are written by the Welsh-Scottish poet, Euan Tait. Since Tait
lived in a house by two British rivers (the Wye and the Severn), there were always birds everywhere. Flight
is the idea of a young person starting their life but also, the poet envisions a conductor’s arms, like “the
beating of a soul’s great wings”. The first stanza reads:
All we are we have found in song.
you have drawn this song from us.
Songs of lives unfolding
fly overheard, cry overhead:
longing, rising from the song within.
See you in church,
Charlyn
Musical happenings in February at First Parish include:
Choir rehearsals are on Thursdays: February 1st, 8th, and 15th. All are at 7 pm at First Parish.
February 18th:

First Parish choir sings.

February 25th: One of the new members to First Parish is Laurie Wadsworth. Laurie added
immeasurably by playing recorder at the Madrigal/Holiday concert in December. I knew Laurie many
years ago when we both taught private oboe lessons at Brookline Music School. We will be playing a piece
for two oboes and piano together. I am excited to be playing with Laurie!
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FEBRUARY 2018
AMONG US

A memorial service was held for Eric
Chipman on January 20, 2018. Our choir
and a Barbershop group of choir members,
provided some lovely music to help
remember former choir member, Eric, with
a lovely service. Our sympathy to Eric’s
father, step mother and the rest of his
family.

Isabelle Estrella who was born on January
9, 2018. Dean says, Diego, is very happy to
have a younger sister to play with...when
she gets older.

Congratulations to the Jenny, Dean and big
brother Diego Berlin at the birth of Hera
PARISH COMMITTEE

Minutes from Meeting on January 10, 2018
Filling upcoming Church Administrator Position : The ad hoc Church Admin.
committee met to begin creating an updated job description for the church administrator in
anticipation of Nancy’s retirement from this position at the end of the church year.
Discussion of issues raised in the Dec. 3 sermon: We learned that Andrea Greenwood
will be resigning from her position as Aﬃliate Minister as of March. The committee was
saddened to hear of this and wants to thank Andrea for her extraordinary service to First
Parish. An opportunity for congregation members to have a dialogue with Andrea was planned
and held after the January 21 service. The Parish Committee will be utilizing the services of
Meck Groot from the UUA to help plan steps to address issues around our Covenant with one
another within First Parish. As part of our examination of issues within the culture of First
Parish, Mark will use the Service on Jan. 28 as a time for reflection and understanding of our
Covenant with one another. On Jan. 31 the Parish Council will be meeting to discuss the role
of leadership in shaping the culture of First Parish; specifically the role of the Parish
Committee.
Capital Campaign Phase 3: Sue Sours updated the Parish Committee on the status of the
Memorial Garden portion of our Capital Campaign. In order to meet the goals of this phase,
we will need more funds. The Capital Campaign committee is considering a supplementary
campaign to try and meet the financial goal.
Jolie Olivetti’s Ordination and First Parish Annual Meeting: Jolie’s ordination is
planned for April 29 at First Parish which will move our Annual Meeting to April 22.
Support for UUA Bylaw change to give all DRE’s who are serving congregations
delegate status at General Assembly – The Parish Committee voted unanimously to
support this petition for a By-law change.
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FEBRUARY 2018
GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

Designated Offering for Wright Fund
A designated oﬀering for our own charitable
fund, the Helen Robinson Wright Fund, was
taken on January 21. Members gave $550.
Thank you for your generous support of this
fund which helps Watertown residents in
need. Please mark your calendars now for the
Benefit Concert for the Wright Fund - - the
date is March 10 at 8:00 p.m. at FPW, and the
music features sea shanties by “Three Sheets
to the Wind.”

raised a good amount to contribute toward
your goal.
From the choir’s standpoint, the audience was
EXTREMELY receptive/responsive to our
music, which only inspires us to reach down
and give MORE of ourselves, and THAT is
what it is all about for us. We enjoy what we
do immensely!!!!
If you ever have the need to use the choir’s
service again in such a manner, please do feel
free to contact me!! “

Post Cards for Gun Violence
The Worship Service on January 21 focused on
gun violence. After the service approximately
40 postcards were signed to be sent to local
State Senators and Representatives. Thank
you. This campaign was sponsored by the
Massachusetts Coalition to Prevent Gun
Violence.
Benefit Concert with Joyful Voices of
Inspiration
We recently had a benefit concert featuring
the gospel choir which rents space from us on
Monday evenings. They generously oﬀered
their services for this benefit, and we decided
to sponsor the event to benefit our capital
campaign. What a grand success! Thank you
for your support. We raised $1,850, probably
the largest amount ever for a benefit concert
or designated oﬀering here at FPW.
Norris Welch, the choir’s VP of Operations
recently wrote to Mark:
“From where we stood in the pulpit looking
out, Friday’s concert looks like the event was
VERY successful, and I do hope that you

Thank you again to the Joyful Voices of
Inspiration
Discussions and Book Sale
of Elite: Uncovering Classism in UU
History by Mark Harris
There has been a request for Mark to lead a
discussion of his book Elite: Uncovering
Classism in UU History. Mark was originally
going to lead an adult education class this
spring called Building Your Own Theology,
but this will be held next year when there is
more time and not a ministerial sabbatical
(Mark will be on sabbatical April –June 2018).
We are now selling copies of the book on
class. The cost is $7.00 per book. Checks
should be made out to Mark Harris. Many of
you already own
this book, but
the sale will be in
anticipation of
the two
discussion
sessions on
February 25 and
March 25 at 7:00
p.m. in the
conference room.
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NOVEMBER 2017

Potluck /Trivia Night
Capital Campaign Fund
Please join us on Saturday, February 10th for
our Annual Trivia Night, hosted by Trivia
masters Matt and Katherine Calabro.
Festivities begin with potluck dining at
5:30pm, followed by the Trivia Contest at
6:30pm. Please join us for an insane amount of
fun!
Dinner and a Movie Night
The Membership Committee is sponsoring
another Dinner and a Movie Night - First
Parish style – The date is Friday, February 16,
2018 at 6:00 p.m. downstairs –for a potluck
dinner. Please bring main dish, salad, dessert,
etc. to share. The movie begins upstairs at 7:30
p.m. We will be showing “Spare Parts” - the
film is the true story of students at a high
school along the Mexican American border,
where half the student body is undocumented
and ICE agents are looking for them. What
happens when they decide to enter a science
contest?
FPW Annual Talent Show
Hold your calendars on Saturday evening April
7th from 6:00pm for our most fun annual
potluck and talent show. The First Parish Band
is already gathering to rehearse. We welcome
all artistic acts (2 to 5 minutes in length) singing, instrumental, dance, rap, poetry,
storytelling, humor or any other talent you
wish to share with your First Parish Friends.
Grab a friend and create an act if solo is not
your comfort zone. We can arrange piano or
guitar support if you are willing to rehearse.
We supply all mics and equipment for audio
background. Take time today to plan your act
for this wonderful night of sharing. Please
email Izzy Tappan-deFrees (izzyt@rcn.com)
with your act idea. We also welcome visual art
to display the night of the show.

The Joyful Voices concert last Friday was a
wonderful evening of energizing, inspiring and
uplifting music. The gospel choir's eﬀorts
raised a whopping $1850 for the garden! Thank
you to all for attended!
The concert kicked oﬀ the beginning of a final
phrase of preparation for the memorial garden.
A financial feasibility study is underway with a
lead up to a Congregational vote planned for
Feb 25th. The results and vote will determine if
we go forward with an extension of the capital
fund drive to raise remaining funds to build the
garden this spring.
The garden, is the last project in our three year
capital fund drive. Initiated by bequests from
members, we hope that the garden will be an
inspiring and beautiful place for gatherings and
remembrance, from worship, social hour, to
large events. We need your help to make the
garden a reality!
Please contact Sue Sours
with any questions.

Evening of Italian Opera – Free!
The First Church in Chestnut Hill presents
“An Evening of Italian Opera.” On February
16, 2018 at 7:30 p.m. at the First Church in
Chestnut Hill, 26 Suﬀolk Road, Chestnut Hill
This inspiring musical event features a
sampling of Italian Opera – with Christina
Grandy de Olivera, soprano; Meghan Joliﬀe,
mezzo soprano; Eduardo Ramos, tenor; James
Lesu’I, bass; and Kathryn Rosenbach, piano.
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FIRST PARISH OF WATERTOWN
Reminders from
Green Sanctuary
The Green Sanctuary Committee
would like to remind First Parish
members that we aspire to be a waste-free
community. If you are hosting Social Hour or
another event at the church please use the
reusable glasses, mugs, flatware, plates, and
tablecloths that are provided. There is no need
to bring in disposable items. The industrial
dishwasher has a four-minute cycle that makes
it easy and eﬃcient to wash dishes quickly and
thoroughly. Help protect the health of the
earth, the oceans, and all living things by
avoiding single-use plastics and throw-away
paper items. Thank you.
The First Parish Religious Education
Committee presents A Multigenerational
Storytelling Workshop

NOVEMBER 2017
Would you like to donate books to the
Urban Ministry?
The Unitarian Universalist Urban Ministry
began creating a bookshelf for participants in
the Roxbury Youth Programs (RYP) and the
Believe in Success career development program.
If you would like to add to this, titles can be
found on our website at this link https://
fpwatertown.org/programs/social-action/ Then
click on the Giving Box.The list of books is also
on the Giving Box in the Church St. Lobby.

February Calendar
February 1 Choir 7pm
February 3

CPR Class 8:30am to 12:30pm

February 5

Ad Hoc Church Admin. 7pm

February 6

Finance Committee 7pm

February 7

Parish Committee 7pm

Lisa Rubin, UU Religious Educator and
Storyteller, will present a storytelling workshop
for all ages.Whether you're an accomplished
storyteller looking to hone your technique or
you've never told a story in public before, Lisa's
teaching style will help you connect to your
inner storyteller in a night of food and fun for
all.

February 8 Choir 7pm
RE Committee

March 2, 2018
5:30-8:30 in the Social Hall
Potluck Dinner followed by workshop

February 17 Membership Committee 2pm
(David Morrison’s house)

All ages welcome!

February 25 Congregational Meeting 12:15pm
Fiber Arts 12:15pm
Book Discussion 7pm

February 10 Potluck/Trivia Night 5:30pm
Worship Committee 12:15pm
February 11 Fiber Arts 12:15pom
February 13 Green Sanctuary 7pm
(David Morrison’s house)

February 21 Parish Council Meeting 7pm

February 27 Fellowship Committee 6:30pm
(Katherine’s Calabro’s house) )
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How can we make our worship services welcoming for small children and their
families without being disruptive to others?
The Worship Committee and Religious Education representatives have been discussing the
issue of how to make our worship services welcoming for small children and their families
without being disruptive for others. Everyone agreed that encouraging families with young
children to attend and hopefully join our church is a priority, as is the opportunity for
children of all ages to be in the sanctuary for the first 15 minutes of the service. Beginning
last church year, the RE Committee provided a “worship table” for young ones towards the
back of the sanctuary, but some congregants have found the activity and noise there
distracting from the worship experience. In a recent meeting, representatives from the two
committees decided to implement the following guidelines, which will be reviewed in an
ongoing way. They are:
o Move the table away from the back/center of the sanctuary (which carries sound) to a
side near the windows, with more space around it
o Eliminate from the table any wooden or plastic playthings that may make noise
o Manage the amount of time we expect children to stay in the service by:
o Condensing the initial script which the minister or Worship Associate reads
at the beginning of the service
o Limiting announcements by only alluding to important ones, and encouraging
folks to take the insert in the order of service as a reminder of events coming
up, and
o Ensuring that chalice lighting remarks stay within a 2-minute limit
Other possibilities, like moving all announcements to later in the service, may be considered
if advisable.
We value the children and youth of First Parish, who often make lasting friendships from an
early age; they may in fact be the reason their parents discover us and become members. We
want to make it possible for little ones to begin to experience what being in church means,
to bond with others in the congregation, and for their parents and caregivers to feel
welcome to bring their charges along to services.
We would like to learn from you if these changes are making a diﬀerence, and will be talking
to people during social hour about this; in addition, please feel free to email Carole Berney,
Worship Committee Chair, at csberney@rcn.com.
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Letter from Andrea Greenwood, Affiliate Minister
Dear Members and Friends,
By now some of you have heard that I have submitted my resignation from First Parish.
Instead of staying through next year, while Mark is completing his ministry, my work here
will conclude at the end of this year. I am finding that planning a life beyond the one we
have known for 26 years is a real challenge, and at the moment our future home has
neither real heat or a reliable source of clean water. Between going back and forth to
Maine and helping our “children” to find their places, I am kept busy.
I will continue to preach as scheduled this year, which means I will be in the pulpit in
February and March, and on April 1, which is Easter. Because there is a sabbatical for the
minister for the months of April, May, and June, I will not be in church in the late spring –
with the grand exception of the ordination of Jolie Olivetti, on April 29! I will most
definitely be there!
Leaving slightly ahead of schedule is a sad and painful decision, and part of a long process
of saying goodbye to a place that has been my world. Some of you have a longer tenure
and have witnessed even greater changes than have I, so you know that even when there
has been anxiety about the future, or about new directions, First Parish has found its
incarnational spirit. You have done, and will continue to do, amazing work. It is to your
credit that there are so many people in the congregation who have no memory of the fourperson choir, or the one room schoolhouse model we had in religious education, or social
hour served in the sanctuary. This is to say nothing of the complete transformation of the
building, which was, from my perspective, the beginning of so much growth. The access
project – opening the building to all; believing there was a message to get out and people
to let in – led to the renaissance of Unitarian Universalism in Watertown, and to the
current Opening Doors campaign. It’s been a long time since I had to climb down into
the old cellar to kick the sleeping dragon of a furnace on a Sunday morning!
I am very grateful to have been part of this church for the past generation, and I have
many wonderful memories – the wedding ceremonies of a number of you; the year when
the middle schoolers were studying stories from the Hebrew Bible and we built cities, and
an ark, out of legos, and then sent in the flood waters; the congregational float (a replica of
the Arbella) for the parade celebrating Watertown’s 375th anniversary; the Christmas
pageant coordinating with the study of world religions, when Chris Warren and Stephen
Daley were the front and back ends of an incredible sacred cow. There are, of course, lots
of other stories and memories of those who once walked with us, and you will go on
creating even more. “…One hands down and another takes up the heritage of mind and
heart, laughter and tears, musings and deeds. Love, like a carefully loaded ship, crosses the
gulf…”
In faith,
Andrea
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Letter from Sue Twombly, Parish Chair
As chair of the Parish Committee, I want you to know that we have been in
conversation regarding Andrea's decision to resign from monthly preaching.
On behalf of the Parish Committee, I want to thank Andrea for her many years of
service to our church community in a variety of roles. I was a member when Andrea
was first called as our Minister to First Parish. My daughter, who was 10 at the time
was so proud and amazed to have a woman as a minister. I recall that she specifically
made it a point to bring her friends to the Parsonage on that first Halloween after
Andrea was hired to show oﬀ her "cool new woman minister".
Andrea has overseen the growth and changes in our church with wisdom and caring.
She has provided a role model for many young people and has championed the inclusion
of a diversity of children and families in our community. We are profoundly grateful for
her many contributions which will continue to have a lasting impact on all who knew
her.
Transitions are never easy and Andrea's resignation is a first step in several transitions
our community will be making as we prepare for Mark's retirement in another year.
Change is hard and our willingness to lovingly support and listen to one another will be
critical as we journey on into the future.
If you have any thoughts or questions, please let me know.
Sue Twombly

FROM THE TRUSTEES
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Watertown Citizens Announce 20th Life-Friendly Garden Tour This Spring
Imagine a Sunday afternoon in May, redbud and dogwood in blossom, tulips and late narcissus in
bloom, where bees are buzzing, robins are singing, and either you are welcoming others to enjoy
and learn from your chemical-free garden or yard, or you are the visitor, viewing flourishing
plantings and learning from your host or hostess about healthy, earth-friendly gardens.
On Sunday May 6 from 2:00 – 5:00 p.m., a chemical-free, admission-free garden tour will be
sponsored by Watertown Citizens for Peace, Justice, and the Environment. This will be the 20th
Life-Friendly Garden Tour since the first one in 2007.
Owners of the sites on the tour will share their growing spaces, large and small, where plants of all
kinds thrive best without the use of synthetic chemicals – pesticides, fungicides, herbicides.
“Cide” means kill and these products threaten the wellbeing of plants and animals, and of the
planet. Synthetic fertilizers do indeed feed the plant, but at the expense of the soil, which it
degrades. Visitors will see that plants are fed best by compost, which in turn, thanks to natural
micro-organisms, nurtures disease-resistant and insect-resistant plants. Feeding and nurturing
living organisms in the soil also sequesters carbon. Visitors return to their own gardens confident
in setting aside toxins.
If you have a space to include on the tour, please contact First Parish member Carole Berney at
csberney@rcn.com or 617-926-4552 to learn more!
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THE FIRST PARISH OF WATERTOWN &
THE FOLK SONG SOCIETY OF GREATER BOSTON

PRESENT:

Three Sheets to the Wind
Saturday,
March 10, 2018
8:00 p.m.
The First Parish of Watertown
35 Church Street,
Watertown, MA
A Benefit Concert for

The Helen Robinson
Wright Charitable Fund*
General Admission $20
Light refreshments will be
available for purchase

Three Sheets to the Wind is a chantey group from Gloucester, MA. They have
performed at venues throughout New England including Mystic Sea Music Festival
and USS Constitution Museum. With years of established song and sea history to
offer, expect a roaring storm of song and cheer. Good power vocals and terrific
harmonies arise wherever they go…Audience participation is a must!!!
For more information go to : fssgb.org or fpwatertown.org
* The Helen Robinson Wright Charitable Fund of the First Parish of Watertown
was established through the generosity of lifetime Watertown resident and First
Parish member, Helen Robinson Wright. The fund offers assistance to needy
residents of Watertown.
Please Post
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First Parish of Watertown
35 Church Street
Watertown, MA 02472
617.924.6143
Fpwatertown@comcast.net
www.fpwatertown.org

First Parish of Watertown
35 Church Street
Watertown, MA 02472

Minister ■ Mark Harris
Aﬃliate Minister ■ Andrea Greenwood
Church Administrator ■ Nancy Dutton
Religious Education Director ■ Lauren Strauss
Music Director ■ Charlyn Bethell
Accompanist ■ Guy Urban
Parish Chair ■ Sue Twombly
Co-Treasurers ■ Jean Merkl & Martha Scott
Sexton ■ Frank Griggs

