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The Arbella
  A Unitarian Universalist Welcoming Congregation   

CAPTAIN’S LOG

I have recently finished arranging a 
program for next May featuring Megan 
Marshall, the author of a biography of 
Margaret Fuller.  It will be held at the new 
UUA headquarters at 24 Farnsworth Street, 
Boston.  The book won a Pulitzer Prize, 
and I thought it was important to honor 
the book and author in some way. . Fuller 
was a significant figure in the 
Transcendentalist movement, and is 
sometimes considered America’s first 
feminist. In her book Woman in the 
Nineteenth Century, Fuller declared that a 
house is “no home for a woman unless it 

contain food and fire for the mind as well as the body.”

The holiday season is a time when many of us think about 
home. We go “home for the holidays.” The gospel stories that 
we have heard over and over again remind us that Joseph and 
Mary had to leave their home, and travel.  Perhaps most 
significantly, once they reach Bethlehem, they found there was 
no room at the inn.  They are shut out from warm and 
welcoming accommodations, and end up sleeping in the barn 
with all the animals.  Many people have speculated on the 
sights, smells and comfort level of this kind of temporary 
dwelling place.

Margaret Fuller had a family situation that was subject to the 
vicissitudes of travel and trauma.  After they left Cambridge, 
and moved to their new farm in Groton, her brother Arthur 
(later became FPW minister) was hit in the eye with a piece of 
wood, and lost his sight in that eye.  Only a few years later their 
father died when many of the children were still young, and so 
their middle class existence was turned into financial hardship.  
This undoubtedly made Margaret more sympathetic to the 
plight of the poor and immigrants.  Later she went to Europe, 
witnessed the revolution in Italy, fell in love, had a baby, but 
then as she was returning to America, she was swept out to sea 
in a shipwreck and drowned.  She couldn’t swim.

Sermons/Services in December

December 7, 2014  10:30 am 
 
!No Room at the Inn”!!
Andrea Greenwood with Dana Harris 
and Tessa Collins

Last year, many of our youth went with Matt 
and Katherine Calabro to City Reach for an 
overnight of service to men and women living 
on the streets.  At least two of those youth 
were moved to write about the experience, 
and in church today we will hear what they 
have to say.  Can we draw parallels between 
the homeless of today and a family forced into 
a stable centuries ago?  Additionally, what 
might any of this have to do with the statue 
of Buddha in the Zen garden?  

Greeters: Bobbie Brown and Robert 
! Kubacki
Social Hour: Valy McDonald and Jeri Bayer

December 14, 2014 10:30 am 

“Leaving Jesus Alone”  
 Mark W. Harris
Everyone wants to be right about Jesus.  Some 
wanted him to be the savior,  but maybe he 
wanted to be left alone. 

Greeters: Kelly and Kyle Morton
Social Hour: Matt and Katherine Calabro

continues on next page...

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

       Mark Harris,
            Minister
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In each new place she lived, Margaret and her loved ones had to 
create a new home, as her life, like ours, was subject to the 
changing circumstances of accident, new challenges, illness and 
death. Each holiday celebration reminds us of those celebrations 
of years gone by. From our parents filling the stockings when we 
were young, to new celebrations as we find we must create a new 
shape of home with the people who have become our “families” 
now. My sermon on the Sunday after Thanksgiving was on the 
changing nature of the houses we live in.  There are constant 
projects to fix leaky roofs or paint pealing walls.  Everything 
changes as we constantly have to cope with the transience of 
life, and the challenges it presents to us.  

On that Thanksgiving Sunday, FPW member Rachel Jones 
mentioned two issues that challenge us today.  The first issue  
was the shooting of  Michael Brown in Ferguson, MO more than 
three months ago, and the response to the grand jury decision 
not to indict the police officer who shot him.  The second issue 
was the continuing horror of domestic violence. As a former 
football player, and fan of professional football, I find the stories 
of  domestic violence a disturbing aspect of the players lives, and 
find myself watching football less and less.  They are violent and 
the game is violent, and consequently it feels  like we are in the 
Coliseum in ancient Rome whetting our appetites watching the 
slaves who perform for our pleasure and destroy themselves 
before our eyes. I think about  domestic violence on two levels.  
It is the violent men who victimize their wives, and the men 
themselves who sacrifice their bodies for the riches of glory and 
fame, only to suffer traumatic brain injury.  

Margaret Fuller reminded us in the 19th century that a true home 
must feed all aspects of a woman’s being – mind and body.  Yet 
how many women find their homes are not a safe place to be?  
How many black Americans find their world is not a safe place 
to be, merely because being black makes people suspect a crime 
or violence. Like Jesus’ parents, most black families are relegated 
to the stable because of poverty and too many presuppositions 
about who they are.  The signs lifted high in the Boston 
demonstrations said, “Black Lives Matter.”  The Christmas story 
lifts up those we send to the stable, because there is no home for 
them that is warm and safe.  The Christmas message is about 
turning the tables on this world and not sending more and more 
people to the stable.  I would settle for homes that are safe and 
warm, and full of food for mind and body and soul, and friends 
and family who gives us peace and hope for tomorrow.  

Mark

Duis aute irure dolor in reprehenderit in 
voluptate velit esse molestaie cillum. Tia 
non ob ea soluad incommod quae egen 
ium improb fugiend. 

December 21, 2014 10:30 am 

Christmas Pageant 
Our annual Christmas Pageant will have a Solstice 
theme this year, as we retell the story of a Magic 
Nesting Doll that brings back the sun.This service is 
full of music, sword dancing, and holiday spirit for 
all ages.

Greeters: Jean Merkl and Jane Knuttunen
Social Hour: Mike and Anna Anctil

December 21, 2014 7:00pm

 “Solstice Celebration”
Tracy Johnson 

Join us as we celebrate the turning of the seasonal 
wheel and the return of light to our days.Together 
we will gather around the fire for a time of reflection 
and song. 

December 24 , 2014  4:30pm and 6:00 p.m. 

Christmas Eve Services 

Two services that are exactly the same with a social 
hour in between (approximately 5:15 p.m.) .  They 
include special music from the choir, candlelight and 
more. Two things to remember:  

!"Charitable offering – UU Service Committee 
Guest at Your Table Program.  Please make out 

   checks to UUSC.

2. Please bring cookies to share at the social hour 
between the two services.

December 28, 2014    10:30am

  “Getting Away From Good Intentions”  
  Mark W. Harris

New Year’s resolutions are often made up of our 
good intentions to “be better.”  Yet we all know the 
road to hell is paved with . . . . “  How might we look 
ahead differently?  Bring your good intentions to 
share.

Greeters: Martha Pederson and Mae DeLuca
Social Hour: Michael McCarthy, Randy !   
                    Rhoda and Teo Ellsworth

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
! from previous page...CAPTAIN’S LOG continued...
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My dears,

Certain milestones impress me more than others.  It has struck me recently 
that I’m about to plan my fourth Christmas Pageant at FPW.  We roughly 
follow a three-year rotation, with one year a Solstice story, one year a UU 
story, and the third a more traditional Christian story.  The first year I was 
here we did the story called “Strina and the Monster of Darkness,” a solstice 
story, and this year we’re gearing up for another solstice story, which means 
I’ve been here through an entire rotation!  I have a different story up my 
sleeve this year, about a magic doll that brings back the sun.  Naturally some 
traditions will remain—there MUST be sheep! And we will be doing the 
traditional sword dance.  I hope children and teens will have thought about it 
when I come to their classes to ask for volunteers—and families, if you won’t 

be with us on December 21, please make sure your kids know.

I have some humble thanks to spread.  Members of the REC (including Tracy Johnson) helped me 
gather food for RE’s annual contribution to the Food Pantry at St. Patrick’s.  We are fortunate to 
be able to work with the Miller/Tracy Children’s Foundation each year on this project—they 
provide the funding for the food and we do the shopping.  In recent years the Senior Youth have 
done this trip, and they will again in the future, I hope, but this year the RE Committee did it 
together.  I got to bring the food over to the food pantry and to stop by on Tuesday while the food 
pantry was open—I was both touched by the very large number of people seeking help there, and 
delighted that we may have made their Thanksgiving holiday just a little easier and more joyful.  

I would also like to thank people who’ve gone out of their way to make things a little easier lately.  
Many folks brought T-shirts for the Junior Youth Group’s bag-making activity—I am not going to 
even try to say individual thank-yous because I’m not sure where all the gazillion shirts came from, 
but if the two large, beautiful canvas bags left in the Youth Room are yours, please let me know!  
I’ve also had several people help with cleanup after church school recently— Junior Youth 
members David, James, and Cecilia have all pitched in when they were awaiting their rides home; 
Elisabeth Strekalovsky has helped move furniture back where it belongs; and all the teachers have 
been incredibly helpful by putting their materials away at the end of class, which saves me cleanup 
time when the crowd has thinned.   

And I must say a huge thank-you to Eileen Ryan on behalf of the Senior Youth Group.  Yet again 
her organizing efforts have enabled the Youth to run two of their biggest annual fundraisers: the 
leaf raking campaign, which has just wrapped up; and the Equal Exchange coffee and chocolate 
fundraiser.  The Senior Youth have some exciting plans this year including Youth Cons and their 
retreat to Ferry Beach, and these fundraisers are a significant contribution to their being able to 
participate.

May your December be joyful and full of warmth and light!

Lauren

                           RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS

Lauren Strauss, DRE
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Happy Holidays!  
December is all about 
hope. When I think about 
all that I want to do and 
be, December reminds me 
that it is all possible.  
While there is darkness, 
there are lights that offset 
the dark. There are people 
in our community who 
reach out to each other 
with caring and concern.  
The words of our covenant 

come to mind…”to dwell together in peace, 
to seek the truth in love, and to help one 
another.”  Perhaps my favorite part of a 
church service is social hour, when I get to 
mingle and connect with people. Is this 
business as usual or is it special in December? 
I think it is special in December because of 
the solstice.

Winter solstice has a whole set of traditions, 
which center on people’s fear of the dark.  
Because they did not understand the science 
behind the change of seasons, they were 
compelled to do something to remind the sun 
to return. They also thought there must be 
evil spirits in the dark, which should be 
avoided. With the uncertainty of light 
returning and evil in the dark, people thought 
they should be especially kind to each other, 
give each other gifts, and share their warmth 
and wealth. Connection person to person can 
light a dark soul into a better place. Some 
believed that bringing in evergreen branches 
at this time of year would bring longer days 
of light. People were convinced that that 
their traditions during the solstice always 
resulted in the sun coming back in the spring.  
Perseverance was rewarded with success.  
For whatever reason the custom, I love our 
December rituals. They seem less about 
religion and more about how we share the 
world around us.

We know that the sun will come back and we 
know why it will come back. For me, it is 
wonderful to share the season of dark and 
light with each of you. My wish for you is to 
experience the joy and magic, the light and 
dark, that is December. Happy Hanukah!  
Happy Solstice! Happy Christmas! Happy 
Kwanza! Happy New Year!  

See you in church!

Charlyn
Charlyn Bethe#,
Music Director

There is special music at First Parish 
every week in December:

December 7th: Our choir is singing two lovely 
pieces: Kyrie by Mozart and The Seal Lu#aby by 
the great choral composer, Eric Whitacre.

December 14th: We will have some chamber 
music by Telemann played by people you will 
recognize.

December 21st: Our church pageant will reflect 
the Winter Solstice; those participating in the 
pageant will certainly be sharing music. I look 
forward to the sword dance!

Our annual Solstice Service held in the evening 
at 7pm will include some music TBA.

December 24: Christmas eve services are at 
4:30pm and 6:00pm. Our choir will be singing 
two pieces: Ding Dong Merrily on High and In 
Dulci Jubilo.  

December 28th: Karen Allendoerfer will be  !  
playing her violin for us.

MUSICALLY  SPEAKING 
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As Unitarian Universalists 
we are inclined to 
acknowledge all of the 
holidays associated with a 
season, but for me, this is 
the month of Christmas!  
Fond memories abound – 
carolers and cookies, 
bringing in and decorating 
greens, manger scenes 
popping up on lawns and 
corner tables, toys and 

lists and Santa Claus, Charlie Brown and that 
poor tree of his, candles in the windows.  
These are the signs of the season that I recall 
most vividly.  And some of them find their way 
into my home and life even now, even as the 
original intent has shifted.  We hold on 
nostalgically to that which has brought us joy 
in the seasons of our lives; work to find ways to 
imbue the old with meaning for a new time in 
our journeys.  

I no longer celebrate the birth of the Christ 
child, and scholars tell us that Jesus wasn’t 
likely born in December at all, but I am glad 
he walked among us when he did and that his 
message resonated; resonates still in 
ponderings about love and justice and 
relationship.  I miss the carolers that once 
came door to door, bundled up against the cold 
night air, offering good cheer with voices raised 
to the heavens; an opportunity to welcome the 
stranger; to share our homemade bounty of 
sweets.  My home takes on the scent of the 
forest as I place garlands of evergreen boughs 
around about me, bringing the outside in when 
it is too cold to go out, pruning up the holly 
bush and not letting any of it go to waste!  A 
small crèche made of an oblong wooden basket 
set on its side, some Spanish moss for the 
floor, a wire star pinned to the upper edge and 
filled with a few white porcelain pieces 
reminds me from whence I have come and 
beckons me to renew my story while allowing 

the past to inform my present.  There are no 
toys any longer, save those we have heaped 
upon the new puppy, but Santa himself has 
meant for me the spirit of giving for so many 
more years than he was ever the jolly old elf.  
There are candles in my windows and I still 
want to see Charlie Brown saving that spindly 
tree, hear Schroeder play that familiar tune 
and listen intently while Linus tells the story of 
a long ago visitation.  

You must have your traditions, too.  Those 
rituals carried forward from days gone by that 
lend a sense of sacredness to your celebration.  
Whatever sparks meaning in our lives is of 
incredible value and we needn’t shy away from 
what was in order to enjoy what is.  
Christmases past will always be a part of me; 
seasons past informing our present.  In the 
quiet of days turned darker for more of the 
time than light, may we make space to reflect 
and to create meaning for lies ahead.  May we 
be open to whatever unfolds before us, eyes 
wide with the wonder of a child, and allow 
ourselves to make new memories to be 
pondered in the seasons to come.

Blessed be.
Tracy

  

Tracy Johnson
Ministerial Intern

                                                                                       SOUNDINGS

Office Hours for December

Ministerial Intern, Tracy Johnson, is offering 
weekly office hours this year. If you have a 
pastoral care concern or would like an 
opportunity for conversation, please contact 
Tracy at 203-217-7991 to schedule an 
appointment. Office hours this month will 
be from 3:00 to 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 
December 2nd, Wednesday, December 10th 
and Monday, December 15th.
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Two friends of First Parish signed membership 
cards this past month, and will be welcomed 
into the church soon.  They are:

Paul Cunningham and  Beverly Smith

Glad you are here.

The Parish Committee met on Wednesday, November 12. The next Parish Committee meeting will 
be on Wednesday, December 10. 

Parish Committee voted to approve the Safety Committee’s proposed Disruptive Behavior Policy. 
It will come under an umbrella “Safe Congregations Policy” with four parts: disruptive behavior, 
child safety, e-media, and building safety. Ultimately the Parish Committee would be responsible 
for oversight. Everyone in a FPW leadership position should get this policy document, just as 
employees get the Personnel Policy manual.

The Capital Campaign Planning Committee has adopted the campaign’s name, “Opening Doors: 
Comfort, Community, Commemoration.” Its budget was reported on and discussed before Parish 
Committee voted to allocate an additional $16,000 toward campaign expenses. The expectation is 
that these expenses will be repaid to the church from campaign proceeds.

The Russell Pre-school lease will be renewed under normal contract terms for another year. 
According to the contract, FPW must give six months notice of any major changes or rent increase, 
therefore if any are to occur, they must be determined by the end of May 2015.

Judy Kamm, Parish Committee

AMONG US

          PARISH COMMITTEE COLUMN

SOCIAL ACTION CORNER

Giving Box: Grow Clinic Holiday Gifts- Last Sunday
This Sunday, December 7 is the last day to bring your gifts. The Tappan-deFrees family is 
coordinating our annual NEW gift collection for the Grow Clinic at Boston Medical Center.  
Please do not wrap the gifts. There is a great need for ethnic dolls: African American, Asian and 
Hispanic. The list is on the First Parish website on the Our Congregation page under Social 
Action, Giving Box – Grow Clinic Gift List 2014 (http://fpwatertown.org/our-congregation/
social-action) and on the Giving Boxes at church. You are always welcome to contact us for this 
information as well: 781-893-1695/ izzyt@rcn.com.  

Crafts from El Salvador for Sale in December: Social Action will be selling crafts from El 
Salvador during social hour in December. The proceeds support Nueva Esperanza, Watertown's 
sister city in El Salvador. Social Action is supporting the Watertown-El Salvador Sister City 
Project and the Tremedal concerts, which provides funding for the project.

http://fpwatertown.org/our-congregation/social-action
http://fpwatertown.org/our-congregation/social-action
http://fpwatertown.org/our-congregation/social-action
http://fpwatertown.org/our-congregation/social-action
http://fpwatertown.org/our-congregation/social-action
http://fpwatertown.org/our-congregation/social-action
mailto:izzyt@rcn.com
mailto:izzyt@rcn.com
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Opening Doors
Community • Commemoration • Comfort

Thanks to everyone who has given feedback and participated in the Memorial Garden design 
meetings.  Based on our feedback collected over the past year or so, we have a strong design that 
offers various potential uses of our space as well as serving as a reflective place where we can 
honor our members who have passed away.  Take a look at the design boards above the fireplace 
in the social hall and imagine social hour outside on a nice day, an RE class or larger gathering, or 
a walk through the ‘ribbon of remembrance’.

Next spring, we will be raising money for the Memorial Garden, interior changes such as French 
doors and display units for classroom, and the heating system which we are enjoying every day 
now with the colder weather. 

If you're curious about the inner workings of the heating system, members of the heating system 
committee are planning a tour of the system in January. Not into the details?  Just stop by and 
give them a warm thank you, as it took many hours of hard work to make it happen!

Soon we will wrap up the design phase, and move into costing and prioritizing as we prepare to 
ask each member for a pledge to the capital campaign (in addition to the annual pledge which the 
church relies on for operating expenses). Our goal is that the project reflects our common vision 
of a strong First Parish. It helps us serve the greater community as well as strengthening our own. 
This is done through improvements to the religious education classrooms, updates to our social 
hall, and using the proposed memorial garden as an outdoor space for gatherings.

If you have a question or suggestions please see Sue Sours (chair), Mike Anctil, Kristin Bray, 
Bobbie Brown, Patsy Sampson and Izzy Tappan-deFrees.

Capital Campaign Kick-off Concert
Thanks to everyone who helped out with the capital campaign kick-off concert with Jacqueline 
Schwab.  Special thanks to Patsy Sampson who created our concert poster, and tickets. Also 
thanks to all those who baked treats to sell, the sellers, and our ticket takers David and Kathy 
Warren. We made a total profit of $907, which will be added to the Capital Campaign. 

Brochure Design
If you have experience or skills in designing and formatting brochures, please let Sue Sours know.

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN UPDATE
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FPW Directory
A new directory has been uploaded to the 
website. If you are not sure of the password to 
view the directory, please ask Nancy in the 
office. If you need a printed copy, please let 
Nancy know.

FPW Book Group
The First Parish book group will meet on 
Thursday, January 8 at 7:00 p.m.  in the 
conference room. The book will be No God But 
God : The Origin, Evolution and Future of Islam by 
Reza Azlan (2006).  If you would like Mark to 
purchase a copy of the book for you, please let 
him know.  Mark will be leading this session, and 
even if you do not read the book, it will be the 
equivalent of an introductory session on Islam.

Service Auction & Potluck
Our annual Service Auction was another 
fabulous success. Thanks to all those who 
donated or purchased items.  Our grand profit 
was  $4001.00   Special thanks to auctioneer 
Bob Shay, the Fellowship Committee for clean 
up and set up, David Benson for his usual labors, 
and especially our two organizers: Jean Merkl  
and Carole Katz. Thank you.

B and G Clean – up and Other Thank Yous
Thanks to all those who helped out with the 
Building and Grounds annual fall clean-up day: 
Michael McCarthy, the organizer, David Benson, 
Will Twombly,  Bob Shay,  Bre Hult,  Mark 
Harris and John Portz

Our deepest gratitude to all these folks:

Nick Haddad for a day of drainage work.

Clint Sours for securing our own Zen Garden 
Buddha, better known as Kwan Yin.  She looks 
great.  Check it out!

Eileen Ryan for providing a baker’s hat for 
Thanksgiving. Thanks to Thanksgiving Bread 
bakers:  Michael Altamari, Marianne Collins, 

Andrea Greenwood, Tracy Johnson, Beverly 
Smith, and Lauren Strauss. Thanks to Andrea 
Gruber for help picking up the church silver.

Andrea’s 25th Anniversary Party  - Many people 
helped out with food, music, and arrangements.  
Special thanks to the core committee:  
Charmian Proskauer, chair,  Marianne Collins,  
Missy Shay, Eileen Ryan, Judy Kamm, and 
Martha Scott.

Charitable Offering /  November
Thank you to everyone who contributed to our 
November Charitable Offering for Partners in 
Health.  Your very generous contributions 
totaled : $831.81. 

Partners in Health, a Boston based organization, 
was founded in 1987 to deliver health care to the 
residents of Haiti's mountainous Central Plateau 
region. Now PIH is responding to the Ebola 
crisis. This outbreak in West Africa is a defining 
global health challenge of our time. The virus 
has killed thousands of people in Liberia, Sierra 
Leone, and Guinea, and thousands more cases 
have been confirmed. The outbreak has put an 
enormous strain on already weak health systems. 

“The Ebola crisis is a reflection of long-standing 
and growing inequalities of access to basic health 
care. Guinea, Liberia, and Sierra Leone do not 
have the staff, stuff, and systems required to halt 
the outbreak on their own,” wrote PIH Co-
founders Drs. Paul Farmer and Jim Yong Kim in 
a recent op-ed. "It would be scandalous to let 
this crisis escalate further when we have the 
knowledge, tools, and resources to stop it."
Partners In Health is leading a coalition to 
combat this outbreak, working alongside two 
grassroots organizations—Last Mile Health in 
Liberia and Wellbody Alliance in Sierra Leone. 
These longtime PIH partners are already 
working to train health workers, identify sick 
patients, and deliver quality care. Your 
contributions will help this effort.
************************************************

GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/whats-missing-in-the-ebola-fight-in-west-africa/2014/08/31/19d6dafc-2fb4-11e4-9b98-848790384093_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/whats-missing-in-the-ebola-fight-in-west-africa/2014/08/31/19d6dafc-2fb4-11e4-9b98-848790384093_story.html
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The UUA has also announced a UUSC-UUA 
Ebola Epidemic Relief Fund. Donations by 
check can be mailed to UUSC, PO Box 808, 
Newark, NJ 07101-0808. Please write "Ebola 
Relief" in the memo line to designate your gift 
to the UUSC-UUA Joint Fund.

Guest at Your Table 
Our charitable offering for December is the 
annual collection for the UU Service 
Committee’s Guest at Your Table Program.  It is 
an ongoing collection at home, culminating with 
an offering on Christmas Eve, when you and/or 
your children are welcome to present a box or 
simply give a check or cash made out to UUSC.

This year is the 40th anniversary of Guest at 
Your Table. The money we donate helps support 
UUSC human rights programs that make a 
difference in people’s lives all over the world.  
You may pick up a copy of Stories of Hope, 
which tells about UUSC programs.   The UUSC 
is no longer providing boxes with pictures of 
their partners as they have done in the past.   
This year we want you to take a blank box and 
draw your own pictures on it.   Use your boxes to 
collect coins and cash during the next month for 
Guest at Your Table.  As Christmas Eve arrives, 
please convert all your cash into a  check made 
out to UUSC.  The story booklets, and some 
book marks are available at church along with a 
few of old boxes (first come, first served), if you 
prefer to take one of those.  Thank you for 
participating in Guest at Your Table.

Advent Reflections
If you would like to join us for the second 
Sunday Advent reflection, we will meet at 12:15 
p.m. on December 14th. We will share on the 
themes of love and joy in our personal and parish 
lives and in our larger world. Contact Tracy 
Johnson (tracycj.527@gmail.com) if you are 
interested.

Equal Exchange Holiday Sale
For the second year in a row, the FPW Senior 
Youth Group will be selling Equal Exchange 
products at Social Hour in December.  All Equal 
Exchange food products are organic and fair 
trade.  The youth group is selling: coffee, tea, 
chocolate, cocoa, olive oil, nuts, and dried fruit.  
Profits from the sale will benefit the Senior 
Youth Group.  Equal Exchange will also donate 
twenty cents for every pound of Equal Exchange 
goods that are sold to the Unitarian Universalist 
Service Committee (UUSC).  Based on the 
amount of Equal Exchange products that are 
sold annually to UU congregations, nation-wide, 
Equal Exchange donates over $14,000 a year to 
the UUSC. If you would like to special order any 
Equal Exchange products, please contact Eileen 
Ryan.

Items for Sale at Social Hour in 
December

Do your holiday shopping at First Parish!
 
Nature Calendars and Books e sold by Carole 
Berney. 

Cloth FPW Shopping bags e sold by the youth.

Crafts from El Salvador sold by the Social 
Action Committee.

mailto:tracycj.527@gmail.com
mailto:tracycj.527@gmail.com


  FIRST PARISH OF WATERTOWN! DECEMBER  2014

! PAGE 10

Christmas Caroling

Everyone is invited to come Christmas Caroling 
at Brigham House on Sunday, December 14.  
Brigham House, an assisted living facility at 341 
Mt. Auburn Street, Watertown, is where Eric 
Chipman and Caroline Morrison live.  Please 
gather at the church at 4:30 p.m. to travel to 
Brigham House. Caroling begins at 4:45 for 
those who want to go there directly.  After the 
singing, we will have a pizza party at the Harris/
Greenwood Home at 130 Marshall St., 
Watertown.

Family Potlucks are Back!!
Have you been longing for a way to get out, 
connect with other parents, and let the kids 
play; maybe even get to try some new recipes?  
Well, we can solve that!  Beginning in January, 
First Parish will begin hosting a monthly potluck 
dinner on second Saturdays, except in March, 
when it will be the first Saturday. For many years, 
we held potlucks like this and they were very 
successful — many of our current teens first 
became friends as toddlers during these monthly 
dinner! — but they slowly disappeared from the 
calendar.  It is time to bring them back!  

This is a true potluck — bring what you feel like, 
what works for you that day. You don’t have to 
sign up, and it is okay to invite people who are 
not associated with the church. This is 
something that can be a service and an outreach 
to the community, but it is also helpful to us as a 
church if the group is big enough to be 
successful for our members. 
The intended participants are families with 
young children, defined in as open a way as 
possible. We know sometimes you may have one 
child who is aging out of early elementary while 
another one is in kindergarten!

We are hoping to develop other programs that 
may be supportive to families — for example, a 
database of possible babysitters; or adults who 
may be able to lend a hand; or of equipment 
swaps — playpens, bouncy seats, etc. Another 
idea is to set up food swaps — nights when you 
cook a double recipe and trade one of yours in 
for someone else’s creation. 
Mark your calendars and plan on an easy, 
fun night out with friends, old and new!
DATE AND TIME: Saturdays, from 5-8, in the 
social hall.
January 10
February 14 (yes, we know it is Valentine’s Day)
March 7
April 11
May 9
June 13
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Flowers for the Holidays
If you would like to order poinsettia or 
cyclamen plants to decorate the sanctuary for 
the holidays, and then bring them home after 
the Christmas Eve service, please fill out the 
order form below and return it to the church 
office by December 7. The plants, in 6" pots, 
are from Wilson Farms in Lexington and are 
lovely and hardy.
 
I would like to purchase ______ poinsettia
and/or ______ cyclamen plants at $10 each. 
Please choose colors below.  Make checks out 
to First Parish of Watertown. Enclosed is 
$__________. 

Poinsettias
How many of which color(s)?
____ white ___ pink____  red ___ marble 

Cyclamen
How many of which color(s)?
____ white____ pink____ red

In loving memory of:

_________________________________________
or  Gift of:

_________________________________________
Your name(s) as you would like it printed in 
the order of service:

_______________________________________

Piano Lessons Available
Tong Liu, new friend to First Parish is offering 
private piano lessons, as well as music theory 
and ear training to students of all ages and 
levels. She has 16 years of experience and 
speaks English, Mandarin and Cantonese. She 
can be reached at 617-735-7515 or email: 
#$%%&'()*)+(,-.*/('",0*. 

Blue Christmas - A Service of Hope and 
Healing 
This interfaith gathering is particularly for 
those who are lonely, down, or feel the weight 
of loss during the holiday season. We welcome 
all people who want to stand together in 
honesty at a time when the culture presses us 
to be "jolly." A light reception follows. All are 
welcome.  Candlelight, song, reflection, 
silence, with a reception following.

Thursday, December 4, 7:00 pm.
Church of the Good Shepherd
9 Russell Ave. Watertown

http://www.goodshepherdwatertown.org

!      December Calendar

December 4 !    Choir Rehearsal 7pm
December 7 !    Worship Committee at 12:15
December 8 !    Safety Committee at 8pm
December 10    Parish Committee at 7pm
December 14    Caroling at Brigham House 
!               4:45pm (meet at FPW 4:30pm)
! !   Advent Reflections 12:15pm
December 15     RE Committee at 7pm
December 18     Choir Rehearsal at 7pm
December 21     Solstice Service at 7pm
December 24    Christmas Eve Services !                 
!                4:30pm and 6pm.

mailto:reddyliumusic@gmail.com
mailto:reddyliumusic@gmail.com
http://www.goodshepherdwatertown.org
http://www.goodshepherdwatertown.org


    FIRST PARISH OF WATERTOWN!

The Arbella

Minister ■ Mark Harris
Affiliate Minister ■ Andrea Greenwood

Ministerial Intern ■Tracy Johnson
Church Administrator ■ Nancy Dutton

Religious Education Director ■ Lauren Strauss
Music Director ■ Charlyn Bethell

Accompanist ■ Guy Urban 
Parish Chair ■ Chuck Dickinson

Co-Treasurers ■ Jean Merkl & Martha Scott

First Parish of Watertown
35 Church Street
Watertown, MA  02472

Newsletter of the First Parish of  Watertown

First Parish of Watertown
 35 Church Street 

Watertown, MA  02472
617.924.6143

Fpwatertown@comcast.net
www.fpwatertown.org

mailto:Fpwatertown@comcast.net
mailto:Fpwatertown@comcast.net
http://www.fpwatertown.org
http://www.fpwatertown.org

