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  A Unitarian Universalist Welcoming Congregation   

CAPTAIN’S LOG

Is it November already?  We have a busy 
month ahead of us at church.  This 
includes the party for Andrea’s 25th, the 
Kick-off concert for our Capital Fund 
Drive, and our annual service auction.  
All of these events should be fun, joyful 
celebrations of our life as a 
congregation, and the ministry that 
happens among us in this community.  I 
have been known to say this fall that I 
want this to be a fun year at First 
Parish.  We had some difficult 
challenges last year that we have 

addressed in what, I think, are fair and responsible ways.   
Moreover, there were endless meetings for some of us that, 
while they accomplished a great deal, made church feel like 
work.  While many of us love work, I mean the kind of 
labor that makes us feel drained or always demands more, 
or doesn’t seem to give much back, except moving on to 
the next task.

I hope church is a place where you feel spiritually 
nourished and/or challenged, and I want to make sure 
there are opportunities for that.  Perhaps it will come 
through worship, social events or teaching in RE, but I 
also think there are those who would like to reflect on 
Sunday topics or other experiences in a deeper and more 
personal way.  One member has just spoken to me about 
reviving covenant groups (small group ministry) at First 
Parish.  These are small discussion groups that meet 
monthly on a topic of mutual interest.  We will organize 
one after the first of the year. Please speak to me if you are 
interested.

One thing I have always loved about Thanksgiving is that 
it is not about buying a gift, but rather is a big celebration 
of life.  We reflect on our gratitude for what we have, and 

Sermons/Services in 
November

November 2, 2014 10:30am

“The Strangeness of this Profession ”      
  Mark W. Harris
On the 25th anniversary of Andrea’s 
ordination, I will reflect a little on her 
ministry, but more on the meaning of 
ministry among us.
Greeters: Brian Hebeisen and Elisabeth 
! Strekalovsky
Social Hour: Martha Scott and David !        
!        Morrison

November 9, 2014 10:30am

!Confession and   Confusion”!                                
 Andrea Greenwood
Last month, my favorite history professor 
retired, and I had the honor of participating 
in a two day conference honoring his work. 
Despite the fact that the conference was 
titled “American Studies and the Future of 
Education,” we did a lot of looking back. 
There were 27 of his former students 
involved,, and there was a lot of searching for 
how we got from there to here, and “here” 
was incredibly varied — architecture critic, 
screen writer, advocate for the homeless, 
teacher. It struck me that many folks 
structured their talks as confession narratives 

continues on next page...

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Mark Harris,
Minister

The Arbella
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then cook up a storm and have a good time together.  
I always make homemade cranberry sauce – often 
two, one a traditional cranberry/orange/ walnut 
mixture, and the other a cranberry and jalpeno 
chutney for those who like it spicy.  I am a condiment 
kind of guy who likes relishes and sauces more than 
what they go with.   If I am eating French Fires,  I 
need lots of ketchup.  I am not suggesting, like 
Ronald Reagan once did, that ketchup be substituted 
for vegetables (although my fruits and vegetable 
hating sons might), but that I want something to 
complement my potatoes or turkey, to make it a little 
more exciting, tangy, etc.

I have always loved the familiar Zen story, The 
Strawberry. “There was once a man who was being 
chased by a ferocious tiger across a field. At the edge 
of the field there was a cliff. In order to escape the 
jaws of the tiger, the man caught hold of a vine and 
swung himself over the edge of the cliff. Dangling 
down, he saw, to his dismay, there were more tigers on 
the ground below him! And, furthermore, two little 
mice were gnawing on the vine to which he clung. He 
knew that at any moment he would fall to certain 
death. That's when he noticed a wild strawberry 
growing on the cliff wall. Clutching the vine with one 
hand, he plucked the strawberry with the other and 
put it in his mouth.How sweet it tasted!”  

Now I am not suggesting that committee work at 
church is like being chased by tigers, but sometimes 
our lives make us feel harassed and overburdened, and 
we never seem to take a moment to savor life.  To me 
Thanksgiving implores us to enjoy the fruits of living, 
and I don’t want to lose sight of that at church either.  
As the hymn says,  Enter, Rejoice and Come in . . .  to 
taste the sweetness of life.

Mark

Duis aute irure dolor in reprehenderit in 
voluptate velit esse molestaie cillum. Tia 
non ob ea soluad incommod quae egen 
ium improb fugiend. 

— the “I once was lost but now I’m found” 
model. Why would that be?
Greeters: Matt and Katharine Calabro
Social Hour: Kathy and David Warren

November 16, 2014 10:30am

“Spiritual Practices” -  Lay Service
 Members of First Parish will share their 
spiritual practices in our Fall lay service. These 
services are always wonderful ways for us to 
learn about the religious journeys of our fellow 
members.  Come join us!
Greeters: Martha Scott and David !        
!  Morrison
Social Hour: Sue and Will Twombly

November 23, 2014 10:30am

Thanksgiving Service -  “Bread 
Blessings” 
 Mark,  Tracy and Lauren with help
Our annual Thanksgiving multigenerational 
service will include a story, some special music, 
our church silver, and best of all - home baked 
bread.  BUT we need you to bake/make bread.  
Do you have a special family bread that you 
make (or once made) for Thanksgiving? Is it 
pecan rolls or cranberry bread, corn bread or 
Challah or something from your ethnic 
heritage?  Would you be willing to make your 
special treat and share it with the congregation?  
Please let Mark know 
(minister@fpwatertown.org) ASAP

Greeters: Silke and Andreas Plesch
Social Hour: John Chamberlain and Sarah 
!       McSweeney

November 30, 2014 10:30am

November 30 -   “Celebrating the 
Incomplete” -  Mark Harris
When I was a football player, we always fretted 
about incomplete passes, and now that I teach 
more, I have to think about incomplete grades.  
These are things that either fail or are dropped, 
or in the case of the grades, may even be 
completed later. How can we learn to live with 
that which is never quite finished?

Greeters: Rachel Jones and Holly Cachimuel
Social Hour: Arlenin and Aaron Dushku

CAPTAIN’S LOG continued...

mailto:minister@fpwatertown.org
mailto:minister@fpwatertown.org
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS

Dear friends,

I have some heartfelt thanks to convey as the leaves fall and the ghouls and 
ghosts prepare to creep about this week.

Our third annual RE Game Night on October 18 was very well attended, with 
35 adults, youth, and children joining us to play a huge variety of games.  I 
particularly want to thank Elisabeth Strekalovsky for bringing drinks and 
helping to set up, Leni Dushku for providing super yummy salad, Karen 
Allendoerfer for bringing the pizza, and Kristin Bray and Ross Dickson for    
 bringing gluten-free pizza for those who needed it.

I also want to say a big thank-you to the members of the newly minted Youth 
Advisory Subcommittee, who turned up early on Sunday morning to touch base on our Youth 
Groups this past Sunday.  Advisors Rachel Westbrook-Fritts, Katherine Calabro (and very good 
sport Connor!), Silke Plesch, and Martha Pedersen were joined by youth representatives Charlotte 
Holt, Cecilia Conway, David Ostfeld, and Rowan Hart, parents Eileen Ryan and Johanna Swift-
Hart, and RE Committee members (and parents of Junior Youth) Elisabeth Strekalovsky and Kelly 
Morton joined Tracy Johnson and me to gather information and make some plans for this year’s 
youth groups.  The group will meet several times this year with the goal of keeping our youth 
groups vibrant!

Our Youth are planning leaf raking on November 9, 16, and 23, so let me or Rachel 
(missrachelwf@gmail.com) or Eileen Ryan (eileenelizabethryan@gmail.com) know if you live locally 
and would like your yard raked.  Sign up sheets will be available at church in October.  The Youth 
Group will also be selling fair trade, organic coffee, tea, and chocolate from Equal Exchange in 
November and December. If you would like to pre-order any Equal Exchange products, contact: 
Eileen Ryan.,All proceeds will benefit the Youth Group.

I am very much looking forward to November, with Andrea’s celebration coming up, and our 
upcoming Thanksgiving Intergenerational Service on November 23.  Mark and Tracy and I have 
been working on putting together a worship service about communion: becoming one from many 
parts.  I feel that communion here frequently, when we work together to do great things, and it will 
be lovely to celebrate it.

In faith,

Lauren            

Lauren Strauss, 
DRE

mailto:missrachelwf@gmail.com
mailto:missrachelwf@gmail.com
mailto:eileenelizabethryan@gmail.com
mailto:eileenelizabethryan@gmail.com
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                                 MUSICALLY  SPEAKING
I am in the home 
stretch. I have one class to 
complete before I will have 
finished the UUA’s music 
director credentialing 
program.  I have to admit 
that I did not grow up 
attending any church 
regularly, so I did not have a 
sense of what a music 
director does. 

When I started as the music director at First 
Parish, I felt there was much that I did not 
know.  This program has given me just what I 
needed: a mirror to see myself through many 
angles, a challenge to my thinking, a way to 
gain some depth from and for the world of 
creating the music to fit into our UU life.  
The classes have been varied:  multi-cultural 
awareness, ethics as it applies to a music 
director, how to maintain and grow a music 
program.   

Each of three summers, we have had a day-long 
session led by a UU minister that included pre 
and post-conference work.  Each class had 
different requirements to help us affirm our 
grasp of class content.  I have read books and 
written papers.  For one class, I played several 
versions of the Star-Spangled Banner for 
people as a way to start a conversation about 
our varied cultural backgrounds. In another, I 
created a survey that many of you took to give 
feedback for the music program at church.  
Then there was the year-long project that 
culminated in our performance of Missa Gaia.  
At every step in this process, you have been 
there with me.  Now let me get back to the 
last class I have to complete, Leading a 
Rehearsal.

The Leading a Rehearsal class is about how to 
efficiently prepare the choir to sing for a 
church service.  The clinicians are 
outstanding conductors.  They gave us a 

wealth of ideas for improving our craft and all 
candidates have to submit a 45-minute video of 
ourselves leading a rehearsal to show how we 
have mastered class content.  We also have to 
observe some established conductors and say 
what we learned from them.  Without a 
doubt, this is my most challenging class in the 
program.  It has already been helpful to me:  
I find more creative ways to make choir warm-
ups fit with the music we are singing.  I am 
trying to use fewer words to convey what 
needs to be said.  Although the deadline for 
this class work is in January, I am hoping that 
most of this class work will be completed when 
I sit down to write next month’s Arbella 
article.  If I use my time well, a holiday gift to 
myself will be that I will have some closure 
after a long and satisfying journey.  

See you in church! Charlyn 

        Musical Happenings in November

November 2nd is the service to honor the 25th 
anniversary of Andrea Greenwood’s ordination.  
Our choir is reaching into the realm of popular 
music to sing the Paul Simon song, “Loves Me Like 
a Rock”. We are also singing “Down to the River to 
Pray” from O, Brother Where Art Thou. Andrea 
assisted in choosing this music. The First Parish 
band is playing: “You Are My Sunshine, 
“Ripple”  (Grateful Dead song), and a guitar 
meditation played by Michael Collins. I can’t wait 
for this service!

November 9th will include Beth Welty, violin as our 
guest soloist.

November 16th, Guy will be away and our own Nick 
Woebcke will be playing piano.

November 23rd is our Thanksgiving intergenerational 
service. There will some special music for this 
service, TBA.

For the December 7th service, the choir will be 
singing: Kyrie from Mozart’s Requiem and the Seal 
Lullaby by Eric Whitacre.       

Charlyn Bethe",

Music Director
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Advent - from the Latin word 
adventus.  A celebration of what 
is to come.  For the ancients 
this season of the year 
anticipates the coming of longer 
days - of light overtaking the 
darkness.  Our Jewish and 
Christian heritages also speaks 
to this time of year.  The 
prophet Isaiah looks forward to 
a time when God will again rule 

in the lives of his people - when human kings with all 
too human desires and frailties will be set aside - 
when the people will again attend to the voice of the 
divine.  Christians welcome the man Jesus into this 
world as their Messiah and wait expectantly for his 
return - for a time when peace will reign.

Advent is celebrated in many Christian homes and 
churches during the season between the 
Thanksgiving holiday and Christmas Eve.  Four 
themes are touched upon during those weeks: hope, 
peace, joy and love.  Through these lenses we are 
invited to reflect on our own personal journeys as we 
make our way through the seasonal and cultural 
changes that become so evident at this time of year.   

Every year I put together an Advent wreath, taking 
evergreen cuttings from the yard and sprigs of holly 
with their bright red berries, tucking them into a 
circular trough-like vase designed for just this 
purpose.  There are four candle holders spaced 
around the circle.  Traditionally, red, purple and pink 
candles are used to represent the themes with a large 
white one in the center.  I am inclined to use multi-
colored candles in deep reds, and greens and purples; 
colors that speak to me of the richness of the season.  

It is interesting that I didn’t grow up with this 
celebration in my home even though I was raised in 
the Catholic tradition.  But for many years now it has 
been an important time for quiet reflection in the 
midst of a hectic season.  On Sunday evenings my 
husband and I sit together, share in a reading, light 
the previous week’s and the new weeks candle, and 

take a few moments to breathe in together what 
meaning we make.  

Here at First Parish we have embarked on a journey 
that includes a capital campaign, a winter that will 
surely be warm for us as we gather, the beautiful 
possibilities for a long anticipated memorial garden, 
and conversations about covenant, safety and what 
we most value as a faith community.  Together we 
have cause to celebrate what is to come, as we await 
with expectant hearts what the New Year brings.  

But it is only November first!  Why am I telling you 
all this now?  

I do so as a way to invite those of you who are 
interested into a time of short reflection during the 
Advent season this year.  It begins on November 30th 
– before another newsletter comes out!  During the 
month of November I will have a sign-up sheet 
available during social hour with some suggested 
dates and times.  I invite you to join me in a short 
time of reflection over the four weeks of Advent 
focused on its themes and their meaning in our lives, 
both personally and as a faith community.  I invite 
you into a time of centering that will serve to prepare 
you for the week to come.  I invite you into an 
encounter with the sacredness of our connections in 
this place.

Blessed be.

Tracy

                                                                                       SOUNDINGS

Tracy Johnson
Ministerial Intern

!
               November Office Hours

Tracy’s office hours will be from 3 to 6 
p.m.on the following dates:

 
Monday, November 3rd

  Monday, November 10th
  Monday, November 17th
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November Giving Box: Grow Clinic 
Holiday Gifts
 
Our annual gift collection for the Grow Clinic at 
Boston Medical Center is beginning!  The 
Tappan-deFrees family is coordinating it and will 
shop for you if you ask us to – email or call if you 
don’t see us.
 
We are collecting new gifts for Grow Clinic 
children who range in ages from 0 - 18. Please do 
not wrap the gifts. There is a great need for 
ethnic dolls: African American, Asian and 
Hispanic (Ste"abe"a Toys in Cambridge is a great 
place to get these).
 
The list is on the First Parish website on the Our 
Congregation page under Social Action, Giving 
Box – Grow Clinic Gift List 2014 (http://
fpwatertown.org/our-congregation/social-action) 
and will be posted on the Giving Boxes at 
church. You are always welcome to contact us 
for this information as well.  Please bring gifts 
in through November. The last day for drop 
off is 12/7.

Charitable Offering
Our FPW Charitable Offering for November 
will go to Partners in Health. The date will 
depend on when we can get a speaker. Watch 
the Friday news for more information.

The Real Ebola Crisis
! ! ! by Beverly Smit!

The real Ebola crisis is that it hasn't been identified 
(understood?) as a profound human disaster. The 
epidemic began as an outbreak, became an 
emergency, a crisis, a catastrophe and finally a full-
blown tragedy with almost no acknowledgement that 
the lives in jeopardy belong to people who are 
precious.  An indication of this dehumanization is 
the absence of descriptions of what it feels like to 
have the disease. We hear about symptoms to watch 
for but not a word about the suffering involved. I've 
tried to learn as much as I can about Ebola, but I 
really couldn't describe what experiencing the disease 
is like. Recently I heard someone say that often 
people "don't want to think about Ebola if [they] 
don't have to."

For months we've heard about the world's sluggish 
response to the epidemic. My first reaction to this 
was, "Okay, forget them--the bureaucracies of rich 
nations and the big international NGOs! Go directly 
to the people for help!" But I haven't heard a single 
appeal to individuals asking them to give one dime to 
the people fighting the disease in themselves, their 
families and communities. Contrast this with the 
response to the Asian tsunami, the Haiti earthquake 
or the blockade of Berlin after World War II. For me 
this is one of the most astounding aspects of the 
Ebola crisis.

I think one barrier to engaging with the epidemic is 
that unlike other disasters with defined boundaries 
and finite timetables a deadly infectious disease can 
turn anyone into a victim. It's also essential to 
acknowledge the centuries of ambivalent and 
negative feelings towards Africa, Africans and 
blackness. These factors contribute to an us/them 
dichotomy that can distance us from people who 
need our help.

I think we need to develop the strength and 
community support to recognize and bear the human 
faces of Ebola. I believe doing this can enable us to 
give creative, effective and satisfying responses in 
this crisis.    

SOCIAL ACTION CORNER

http://www.bmc.org/pediatrics-growclinic
http://www.bmc.org/pediatrics-growclinic
http://fpwatertown.org/our-congregation/social-action
http://fpwatertown.org/our-congregation/social-action
http://fpwatertown.org/our-congregation/social-action
http://fpwatertown.org/our-congregation/social-action
http://fpwatertown.org/our-congregation/social-action
http://fpwatertown.org/our-congregation/social-action
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PARISH COMMITTEE UPDATE 

The Parish Committee met on Wednesday, October 8.  The next Parish Committee meeting 
will be on Wednesday, Nov.  12.  Parish Committee meets on the second Wednesday of each 
month.

Issues and concerns that were discussed at the October meeting included The Russell 
Preschool Lease, The Safety Committee Report, The 25th Anniversary Celebration for Andrea 
Greenwood, The Capital Campaign and Memorial Garden, Review of the E-media Policy, an 
update and report on the expenses related to the new heating system, the hiring of new senior 
and junior Youth Group Leaders and the profits from Rachel Klein’s estate.  

A committee is reviewing the Russell Preschool Lease and determining what changes FPW 
would like to arrange before the next lease agreement.  Currently Russell Preschool has an 
annual rent increase of 1.5% and requires six months advance notice before any changes can be 
made.  Issues related to use of the small room adjacent to the kitchen were also discussed.  
There is great demand for the use of this room both by the preschool and by FPW’s religious 
education program.

Tracy Johnson presented an update from the Safety Committee, which meets again on Nov. 3.  
An open forum was held in September.  Tracy presented the new Disruptive Behavior Policy, 
which comes under the umbrella of safety at FPW.  Other policies include: Social Media, 
Building Procedures, and Religious Education policies.  Wording for the e-media policy 
regarding minors was also discussed, it was determined that this issue needs more 
consideration.

Plans for Andrea Greenwood’s ordination celebration are proceeding smoothly.  Hope many 
will come on Nov. 2.

Jean Merkl and Michael Collins presented a Heating System update.  Total cost of the heating 
system came to $266,420, which is $14,000 over projected costs.  More to come on the details 
of the heating system costs.

Rachel Klein’s estate sale profits came to approximately $5000.  It was suggested that this 
money be allocated to the FPW Memorial Garden Fund with the stipulation that if the 
Memorial Garden is not built in a timely fashion, the Parish Committee can reallocate the 
fund.

Eileen Ryan

PARISH COMMITTEE COLUMN
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Charitable Offering /UUUM

On Sunday,  October 26, the Rev. Rebecca Hinds 
from the UU Urban Ministry joined us to 
explain the programs of the UU Urban Ministry.  
During the service we took an offering to 
support UUUM, and received $726.29.  Thank 
you for your generous donations.

Earlier that week a few of us witnessed the 
Roxbury Youth Programs first hand when we 
went and served dinner to the teens who are part 
of the program.  They did a marvelous job 
carving pumpkins, and everyone had a great 
time.  Thanks to Jill Shaw and Barbara Farrell for 
making many of these arrangements, but 
unfortunately they could not be present due to 
illness.  Other who served were Jean Merkl, 
Tracy Johnson, Sue Kuder, Susan Flint and Mark 
Harris.  Cooks were Katherine Cass, Carole 
Katz, Bobbie Brown, Nancy Dutton, Izzy 
Tappan-deFrees, Marianne Collins and Martha 
Scott.

Finally,  Many of you donated items to Renewal 
House for the September/October Giving Box -  
Thank you so much for all those helpful items.

Fall Clean-up Day 

We are gathering to get the church ready for 
winter  on Saturday, November 1 from 9-1pm.
Please join the B&G Committee to trim, rake 
etc. There is also a bit of inside painting left over 
from the installation of the heating system. 
Come for whatever time  you can spare.

25th Anniversary Party for Andrea 
Greenwood

The Celebration of Andrea’s ordination as a 
Unitarian Universalist minister 25 years ago will 
take place on Sunday, November 2.  Please join 
us for worship at 10:30 for lots of special music 

and a celebration of her ministry, or if you 
cannot make the service, come at 12 noon for 
cake and a wonderful array of Armenian food, 
and say congratulations to Andrea.  A special 
thanks to the committee that has worked so 
hard on this : Charmian Proskauer, chair,  Judy 
Kamm, Eileen Ryan,  Marianne Collins, Missy 
Shay, and Martha Scott.

FPW Book Group

The UUA Common Read Book for 
2014-2015 - Reclaiming Prophetic Witness: Liberal 
Religion in the Public Square by Paul Rasor will be 
discussed at the November FPW book group 
meeting.  It is Thursday, November 6 at 7:00 
p.m. in the conference room

Leading UUA theologian Rasor dispels the myth 
that conservative Christianity is the only valid 
religious voice in national debates on social 
policy.   The discussion will be led by Mark 
Harris.  All are welcome.  Even if you have not 
read the book, please come and we will look at 
different UU approaches to social action.

Newcomer Breakfast

The Fellowship Committee is hosting a 
Newcomer Breakfast on Sunday, November 16th 
at 9:00 am in the social hall of the church. This 
is intended for all people who are relatively new 
to the church, but have not attended a breakfast 
before.  Many of you will receive a personal 
invitation, BUT in case we missed any 
newcomers, because we don't have your email 
address, please consider yourselves invited. As 
well as enjoying a wonderful meal, you will get to 
meet other newcomers and some members and 
staff to learn of the common roads that brought 
each of us to First Parish.  Please RSVP to 
mascott33@rcn.com by November 10 so that we 
have enough food for all attendees.

GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

mailto:mascott33@rcn.com
mailto:mascott33@rcn.com
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An Introduction to Unitarian 
Universalist Traditions

On Sunday, November 23 at 7:00 p.m.  Mark 
Harris will lead a one night historical and 
theological introduction to our liberal faith.  
This is intended for relative newcomers, but it 
is also an opportunity for old timers to get 
their questions answered.

Worship Committee -  Joys and Sorrows

Dear All, 

After a year of discussion and thoughtful 
consideration, the Worship Committee has 
decided to recommend moving Joys and 
Sorrows to an earlier time in the service.  

With Mark and Tracy’s guidance and input, the 
committee reached unanimous agreement that 
moving Joys and Sorrows in the order of 
service would best serve our church 
community’s needs both for communal 
reconnection and for creating a space for 
worshiping together. Starting on January 4, 
2015, Joys and Sorrows will be offered after the 
congregation sings the children out, but before 
the readings.

Joys and Sorrows is important time in our 
service. It is when our congregation bears 
witness to the happiness or sadness expressed 
by those who speak or remain silent.  It allows 
our community to help one another by being a 
witness to ongoing events in the lives of our 
members while holding them or their loved 
ones in our minds and hearts, and in the light 
of our chalice. 

Worshiping together, like the expression of 
joys and sorrows, is also an important time for 
church members to take in spiritual 
nourishment.  For that period of time, we join 
together to share our common faith; to find 
solace from each other in shared worship, song 

and reflection; and to be inspired to live out of 
our UU principles in the week ahead.  

Shifting Joys and Sorrows to an earlier time in 
the order of service will provide an 
opportunity to support church members and 
reaffirm their sense of belonging to this 
worshiping community by expressing joys and 
sorrows.  It also fosters continuity for a 
focused and worshipful experience for the 
remainder of the service.  

Please know that we as a committee are open 
to receiving your thoughts regarding this 
change before or after January 4, 2015.  Before 
the end of the church year, the Worship 
Committee will reassess this change based on 
your feedback.  Thank you.

 Worship Committee,

Norah Mulvaney Day, co-chair
Jane Knuttunen, co-chair 
Jeri Bayer
Eric Chipman
Chris Dame
Johanna Erickson
Johanna Swift Hart
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Capital Campaign Update
Entering FPW is to open symbolic as well as 
physical doors to a liberal faith, a community 
where one's talents are appreciated, and one's 
concerns are heard, and a congregation 
committed to social action and making the 
world a better place.

As we embark in our capital campaign, we 
announce our campaign slogan:

Opening Doors
Comfort • Community  • 

Commemoration

Comfort because we'd like our congregation, 
its staff, and renters to meet in the comfort 
and warmth of our new heating system,    
Community because improving our parish 
home helps us serve the greater community as 
well as as strengthening our own through 
improvements to the RE classrooms, updates 
to our social hall or ways to use the proposed 
memorial garden as outdoor space for 
gatherings.
Commemoration because we wish to honor 
our members who have passed away and 
provide a place where they can be remembered 
in a meditative setting. Our almost 400 year 
history is built upon members’ commitment 
and spirit.

How does being a part of FPW open doors for 
you?

Memorial Garden update 

Final design presentation will be November 
16th. We are also looking for volunteers to help 
out with the design and campaign finance - 
this is a short-term commitment. Many hands 
are needed to help make this campaign 
successful!

Capital Campaign Kick-off Concert
 
Please mark your calendars for Saturday, 
November 8 at 8:00 p.m. for a wonderful 
evening of piano music with Jacqueline 
Schwab. 

Cost : $20 to benefit and celebrate the kick off 
of the Capital Fund Drive of the First Parish.  
Refreshments to be served. Tickets are 
available at church.Please consider 
volunteering to take tickets at the door or to 
bring a dessert to make our evening even 
sweeter.

Pianist Jacqueline Schwab, who has twice 
played for benefit concerts at FPW in the past, 
creates spirited and meditative arrangements 
on traditional and vintage tunes from America, 
England, Scotland and beyond—spinning out 
stories, in her variations on the themes. 

! !       Key Dates

11/8/14      Jacqueline Schwab Concert

11/16/14    Final Memorial Garden Presentation                             
!
2/21/15      Campaign Stewards Training

2/28/15      Campaign Kickoff dinner

3/2015    Combined Annual & Capital Pledge 
!      Drive
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Service Auction & Potluck

Everyone is invited to attend the annual 
Service Auction & Potluck on Saturday, 
November 22nd, at 6:00 pm, in the church 
social hall. This is a fun evening of great food, 
fellowship and fun. It’s also a great opportunity 
to get some great deals on holiday gifts.

If you would like to donate a service to be bid 
on that evening please email 
fpwatertown@comast.net with the following 
information:

1. Name, email & phone number 
2. Description of the service you are 

donating 
3. The minimum bid you would like to set.

OR – fill out a form at church

We request that all donated service 
descriptions be sent by Friday, November  
7th so that there is time to put together a 
publication of all the items.

For further information contact Jean Merkl at 
617-969-2708 or Carole Katz at 617-285-6143. 
Thank you.

First Parish's Building and Grounds 
Committee Needs Our help
  
The enormous effort that went in to our 
incredibly successful heating system 
installation has left several of our long time 
Building and Grounds committee members in 
need of well earned rest, which has left the 
committee seriously understaffed (note that 
there is no gender bias here). While that 
project is complete, our buildings, the 
sanctuary and the parsonage, and their 
grounds continue to need constant care and 
attention, as any homeowner knows all too 

well. An important part of our covenant to 
each other is to care for these beautiful spaces 
that are such an essential part of who we are. 
The committee, which meets monthly, 
identifies the work that needs to be done, 
determines the cost of getting it done, 
prioritizes the projects, works with the 
Finance and Parish Committees to fund the 
projects, then hires and manages the 
contractors. 

While it is helpful to have a couple of 
committee members with background in 
construction and maintenance, the committee 
also very much needs people with good 
organizational and basic business skills. So 
please take a moment to think about whether 
you can spare two or three hours a month to 
make this vital contribution to our church.  
In addition to the thanks of the congregation, 
your reward will be knowing that you have 
helped keep First Parish the beautiful place it 
is every time you walk into the building.

If you are interested in considering joining, 
please contact Committee chair, Mike 
McCarthy directly, or Martha Scott or Bob 
Shay.

mailto:fpwatertown@comast.net
mailto:fpwatertown@comast.net
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! ! ! !       November Calendar

November 1, Saturday ! ! B@G Clean-up Day   9am to 1pm

November 2, Sunday !  ! Worship Committee   9:15am
! ! ! !  ! Andrea’s Party   12pm

November 3, Monday !  ! Safety Committee   7pm

November 4, Tuesday         ! Fellowship Committee   7pm

November 6, Thursday! ! FPW Book Group  7pm

November 8, Friday!  ! Capital Campaign Fundraising Concert  8pm      !

November 11, Tuesday        ! Capital Campaign Committee   7pm

November 12, Wednesday  ! Parish Committee   7pm
 
November 13, Thursday      ! Choir   7pm

November 16, Sunday          ! Newcomer Breakfast  9am
! ! ! !            Final Garden Design   12:15pm

November 17, Monday        ! RE Committee   7pm

November 20, Thursday! Choir   7pm

November 22, Saturday          Service Auction and Potluck at 6pm

November 23, Sunday             Social Action   12:15pm
! ! ! !            UU Traditions with Mark   7pm

November 27, Thursday         Happy Thanksgiving
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