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The Arbella
  A Unitarian Universalist Welcoming Congregation   

CAPTAIN’S LOG

Captain’s Log (from the minister)

On Wednesday, December 4, I am speaking at the 
Watertown library at a forum on how we can make the 
holidays meaningful.  This is an event that brings together 
Christians, Jews and UUs. The winter holidays are a 
challenge for parents because children tend to have lists, 
which only get more and more expensive as the children 
get older.  With all the hysteria over Black Friday, and then 
Cyber Monday, it is easy to get sucked into a shopping 
frenzy.  My trouble is that I can’t think of anything I want.  
Most of you know I am not an electronics fanatic.  I don’t 
need clothes.  And even though I love books, I already 
have too many that I haven’t read. One thing we have 
started to do with the Greenwood/ Harris family swap is to 
re -gift items that we don’t want.  If that kitchen gadget or 
book you thought you were going to love turned out to be 
less than advertised, someone else will probably love it.  
This helps because there isn’t the pressure to buy some 
$20 piece of junk that nobody wants.  You already have 
that $20 piece of junk; so let someone else enjoy it.

Most of us go into Christmas with certain expectations.  I 
grew up in a family that used to tear open their gifts as 
quickly as possible making a giant pile of rubble.  This was 
pre-environmental days. My ex-in laws always opened their 
gifts very slowly, and then saved all the wrapping paper.  
When I spent Christmas with them I was always aghast at 
what I saw as their utter cheapness.  They believed in 
recycling before anyone else did, but based on my own 
family experience, I simply found it annoying, as I 
watched them neatly fold the paper, so it could be used 
again.  Now that I often use comic strips and paper bags 
for wrapping, I appreciate their Yankee thriftiness and 
green consciousness (which is it?) rather than just decrying 
their inability to indulge.  Balance is the key.  I learned to 
be a little more conscious of how wasteful and indulgent 

Sermons/Services in December 

December 1, 2013 10:30am  
Andrea Greenwood led this service on the 
theme “Cinderella Man and Me.”  The 
sermon is posted on the FPW website.

December 8, 2013 10:30am

“My Credo”  -  Lay Service

Sue Demb and Chris Dame will share their 
responses to the service theme, “My Credo.” 
Then everyone will have the opportunity to 
write a short “I believe” statement. These 
will be collected and read aloud.  The choir 
will be singing. 

Social Hour: Matt and Katherine Calabro
Greeting: Chris Dame, Robert Kubacki

December 15, 2013 10:30am

“My Jesus”  Mark W. Harris

A new biography of Jesus, Zealot: The Life 
and Times of Jesus of Nazareth, has landed on 
the bestseller list.  Can we learn something 
new about the most popular person in 
history, as we prepare to celebrate his birth?

Social Hour: Sue and Will Twombly
Greeting: Kelly and Kyle Morton

continues on next page...

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
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my family had been, but I also hoped my in-laws were 
governed less by guilt and “always doing the right 
thing,” and could loosen up a little. Holiday 
expectations may include balancing one family’s set of 
expectations with another, but there are also the 
expectations of hosting the relatives, having a clean 
house, and decorating a certain way.  The holidays also 
remind us of the people we once shared this time 
with, but are no longer part of our lives.  It is easy to 
see how fraught with emotion this time can be.

There is perfectionism.  There is loss.  How do we let 
go? So what’s the best response?  Take it easy on 
yourself.  Make up new expectations.  I am still not 
sure what I will say on Wednesday night as I invent 
wisdom about enjoying the holidays.  It is a season of 
giving, and we have some wonderful responses here at 
church.  Many of you have already given a gift to a 
child in need at the Grow Clinic, but if you give a 
monetary gift to the UUSC on Christmas Eve you will 
help rebuild Haiti and/ or the Philippines, support 
raising the minimum wage, or help thirsty people have 
the right to water.  If you want to give closer to home, 
maybe find out what that relative really needs.  Or 
perhaps it makes some good sense to support a local 
business.  I try to sneak off to a local bookstore every 
chance I get.   You can give yourself a few things, too.  
Make up a holiday calendar and give yourself 
something each day – a lovely walk by the river, a cup 
of coffee with a friend, a yoga stretch, a few quiet 
moments of meditation.  Try a mantra.  Give inner 
peace a chance!   I may have said it before, but my 
favorite moments as a child at Christmas were not 
tearing apart those gifts, but rather going alone into 
our formal living room at night.  There I looked at a 
dimly lit crèche, and saw serenity in the eyes of the 
figurine of Mary.  The best feeling at Christmas was 
serenity, the quiet calm of a holy night.  

Mark

Duis aute irure dolor in reprehenderit in 
voluptate velit esse molestaie cillum. Tia 
non ob ea soluad incommod quae egen 
ium improb fugiend. 

December 22, 2013 10:30am

Annual Holiday Pageant -  FPW Church 
School Members

The Pageant this year is a retelling of the 
traditional Christmas story. It is loosely based 
on the story "The Holy Night" by Selma 
Lagerlof. The sword dance and a Mummer's 
Play with a UU twist are incorporated into the 
story. The children's choir will sing during the 
service, and we will light all the lights of the 
season.

Social Hour: Mike and Anna Anctil
Greeting: Jean Merkl and Jane Knuttunen

7:00 p.m.  Winter Solstice Service

Tracy Johnson will lead us through an annual 
celebration of this turning of the year.  Come 
for fire and fun.

Christmas Eve Candlelight Services
December 24, 2013  4:30 p.m. and 6:00 p.m.

We have two Christmas Eve services that are 
exactly the same with a social hour in between 
at approximately 5:15 p.m.  Please bring cookies 
to share.  The Worship Committee provides set 
up and clean up, but can always use assistance.  
Our services include a story, the traditional 
carols, the adult choir, and lovely candlelight.

Social Hour: Worship Committee
Greeting: Barbara Farrell and Jill Shaw

December 29, 2013 10:30am

“Who Knows Where the Time Goes?”   
  Mark W. Harris

Judy Collins provides the inspiration for an end 
of the year celebration around the fireplace.

Social Hour: Michael and Marianne Collins
Greeting: Nancy Dutton and David Benson

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
" from previous page...

CAPTAIN’S LOG continued...
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS

My dear friends,

The Pageant is coming! The Pageant is coming!  
This year we’re doing a variation on a Mummer’s 
Play, a traditional British play performed at 
Christmas (and sometimes Easter and All Soul’s 
too)—with a bit of a UU twist.  Keep an eye out 
for sign-up opportunities and other information.  
The Pageant will be on December 22 and 
rehearsals will be on December 21 and before the 
service on December 22.   The Children’s Choir 
will perform—all interested children and youth 
may sing.  They will rehearse on December 15 
and December 21, and the morning of the 
pageant.

We’ve been really busy in RE this month!  The 
Coming of Age class has been raking leaves!  Big, 
huge thank-yous to David Benson and Martha 
Scott, Matt and Katherine Calabro, Norah and 
Paul Day, Dede Dussault, Andrea Greenwood 
and Mark Harris, Beth Parsons, and the Plesch 
family for supporting the Coming of Age class.  
Huge kudos to the kids and parent volunteers 
who did a superb job raking!  

The Coming of Age group has been selling Equal 
Exchange coffee and chocolate during Social 
Hour.  I’ve been enjoying the Mind, Body, and 
Soul coffee, which is strong with a hint of 
chocolate.  It may be the thing that gets me 
through Pageant season!  Stop by and pick up 
some gifts and yummies, and support our Ferry 
Beach retreat.  I need to say a special thank-you 
to Eileen Ryan for organizing and supervising 

this fundraiser, and for her work organizing the 
Leaf Rakers.

The Senior Youth Group is hosting its second 
annual Holiday party on December 21.  Local 
Youth Groups have been invited.  Last year they 
had an ugly sweater party with a gift exchange, 
and Waltham’s youth joined in the fun.  In 
January, the group will be going to participate in 
CityReach, an urban ministry run by Ecclesia 
Ministries which provides an overnight outreach 
experience and an opportunity for youth to learn 
about homelessness from people who live it.  
The youth, parents, and advisors are very excited 
about this program.  They will be fundraising 
both before and after attending the program: a 
“Parents’ Night Out” for younger kids on 
Valentine’s Day is on the agenda, and keep your 
eye out for other ways you can support this 
group’s amazing experiences!

On January 10 at 4:30, the RE Committee will 
be hosting a Winter Craft Night.  We’ll have 
activities for all ages, but the big reason for this 
is to create new Spirit Play boxes for the 
upcoming semester.  Learn to make beautiful 
wooden people and creatures, and to craft props 
for our stories from natural materials, and help 
the RE program at the same time!

I can’t wait to see you all in church!  December 
is going to fly by.

Lauren Strauss, Director of Religious Education

!

http://www.ecclesia-ministries.org/cityreach.html
http://www.ecclesia-ministries.org/cityreach.html
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MUSICALLY  SPEAKING
When I think of the holidays, I think of 
scurrying about with passion, excitement, and a 
sense of direction and mission.  Caring, 
sharing, reaching out.  Noticing others and 
enjoying their company.  I was really feeling 
that level of involvement before our 
Thanksgiving service this year.  

For most of us, we fall under the spell of a 
church service:  there is a flow to all the parts 
from the opening chime to extinguishing the 
chalice and hearing the Postlude.  I am always 
aware of the behind-the-scenes rehearsals and 
meticulous planning that makes that happen. On 
Sunday morning, I think my favorite time is the 
forty-five minutes before the service.  I was 
thinking that it would be nice to share what that 
part of church is like.

When I arrived at church for the 
Intergenerational service the last week of 
November, there was already the feel of a special 
day because we had a table set-up on the side, 
complete with a seasonal tablecloth, cider that 
was being pored, and corn muffins presented in 
baskets, all ready to eat.  Mark and Tracy were 
carefully watching the priceless First Parish 
silver, usually housed at the MFA, then they 
were setting it on the table for us all to see.

I got there early enough to play a little Native 
American flute in the sanctuary just to get a feel 
for the acoustics.  Should I be on the stage or 
by the chairs, and I liked being by the chairs, 
closer to everyone.  Then the drummers arrived 
and we set up chairs by the piano so we could 
practice the hymns with Guy, how to start them, 
how to end them.....then it was on to how to 
follow Matt Calabro for the drumming for the 
Mapping part of the service.  We figured it all 
out and felt excited.

Then the children arrived and started singing 
the songs for the children’s choir.  Where does 
everyone stand so that we can all see and be 

seen?  We got warmed up and sang through the 
songs several times.  We talked about hearing 
the people singing next to us so no one sings too 
loud.  How should we stand so we can do some 
hand motions and not hit anyone?  All had a list 
of the song lyrics if needed and we were ready.  
Again, excitement.

By this time, the congregation was arriving and 
it is always wonderful to see everyone.  The 
energy of the day comes together in the service, 
but I love the feel of the before-church time!  I 
love the collaboration and interactions.  I love 
hearing what has transpired during the week and 
what people will do the rest of the day.  And 
this marks the beginning of the holiday season, 
when every week is special.  Still excited....

Get ready for a wonderful holiday season!  
See you in church.

Charlyn Bethell, Music Director

      December Music at First Parish

December 8th:  First Parish Choir will sing: The 
Peace of Wild Things by Joan Szmko and 
Sanctus/Benedictus from Missa Gaia by Paul 
Winter. Karen Allendorfer will play her violin.

Caroling: Following the December 15th service, 
our annual caroling at Brigham House is 4:45 
pm. Post-caroling gathering will be at the Harris 
home, 130 Marshall St. There will be pizza and 
very good company.

December 22nd:  This is our holiday pageant!  
I know it will include the sword dance, among 
other musical treats.

December 24th: Services are at 4:30 pm and 6:00 
pm. The choir will sing songs from Ceremony of 
Carols by Benjamin Britten. There are plans for 
some seasonal chamber music.
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Grow Clinic Gift Donations:
 
Thank you EVERYBODY who shopped and donated for this annual event, especially for working 
with the tight timeline of our deadline immediately following Thanksgiving. In spite of this, we 
collected about 70 gifts including TWENTY-FIVE multicultural dolls which were the highest wish 
list item. WOW!  Special thanks to Linnea for her "spread the word" assistance during Social Hour!
 

Aaron Dushku’s step father, 
James Coleman died on 
October 31. Our deepest 
sympathy to Aaron, Leni and 
all their family.

A warm welcome to Robert 
Kubacki who was voted in as 
our newest FPW member on 
November 6, 2013.  Please 
speak to Mark if you are 
interested in becoming an 
official member of the church.

THE GIVING BOX

AMONG US
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It was the Thursday before Thanksgiving and I was 
heading home from Andover Newton.  It was dark 
and cold.  As I wound my way toward Route 9, I 
noticed to my right a rather stately evergreen, easily 
three stories high.  It stood out because it had been 
adorned with strings of tiny white lights, draped ever 
so carefully; it appeared in holiday card elegance 
before me, something right out of old New England.  
At first I thought, “Already?”  But then I rested into 
the vision I had been given on my ride.  When the 
darkness comes early and the temperatures drop, we 
begin to long for light, and we find it all around us.  

Thanksgiving Eve was also the first night of 
Chanakuh and, even though I am not Jewish, I love 
the idea of celebrating the light, and of God’s hand in 
the lives of the Hebrew people, providing enough oil, 
providing enough, providing.  It speaks to my need 
for light in these dark days, my faith that there will 
always be enough.  I remember the times when my 
daughter and I had just barely enough, and yet, never 
felt that we were lacking, because we had something 
much greater providing for us in the love of life and 
each other that we shared.  So I brought out my 
menorah, a lovely tree of life cast in pewter that my 
husband gave me as a gift some years ago.  And we lit 
the first candle and offered the Hebrew blessing on 
the Universal Presence which sanctifies us with paths 
of holiness; who worked miracles for our ancestors in 
ancient days at this time.  And we were reminded to 
be thankful once again.

Today I pulled the big box down from the basement 
shelf and hauled it upstairs.  It is filled with brass 
based candles and extension cords!  For as long as I 
can remember, all the way back into my childhood, 
there have been candles in the windows of my home 
for most of December and into January.  I am told 
they are symbolic of there being room in the inn; 
that they harken back to Mary and Joseph in their 
search for a place to lay their heads and for the birth 
of Jesus.  They are a reminder that in my home there 
is always room for another; that in our hearts there is 
still room to hold another, that love makes room.  In 
the warm glow of these candles I find metaphors for 
light and love, and I rest in the sense of peace that 
comes.

For many years now I have celebrated the Winter 
Solstice; that time when our ancestors recognized 
the shift from darkness to light in the lengthening of 
the days; calling out to the light to return once again 
with its hope for another year of good crops and 
prosperity.  In my mid-twenties I honored the 
solstice with my rather left-leaning cohort of friends 
along with a celebration of the Cuban revolution!  It 
was a mixed bag of black bean soup, lighting of the 
Yule log, and reading a statement of purpose and 
accomplishment from our community organizing 
group among a larger gathering that incorporated 
guests from most of New Haven’s counter-cultural 
population.  

More recently I have gathered with the Daughters of 
Demeter, a women’s ritual and support group that 
has been meeting for over twenty years since their 
first members took the Cakes for the Queen of 
Heaven class at my home church in Connecticut.  
We have been blessed for many years to join together 
at the home of one member on a high peak that 
overlooks the surrounding towns and city below.  
There we lit the bonfire, raised our voices in glorious 
chants as we circled the fire, a variety of drums 
underscoring the ancient rhythms of our souls.   We 
welcomed the light and pondered together the places 
we would each want to shed some light in the coming 
year.  

This year I will be celebrating the Winter Solstice 
with all of you.  As we gather at First Parish in ritual 
celebration I ask you to consider the meaning of 
light in your life.  For what might it be a metaphor?  
Where do you hope to shed some light in the coming 
seasons?  What does the returning light mean for 
you?  Join me in welcoming the light on Sunday 
evening, December 22nd at 7:00 p.m.  There is always 
enough room – enough love – enough light when we 
are together in community.

Blessed be,

Tracy Johnson
Ministerial Intern

SOUNDINGS
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Green Sanctuary Corner

Sustainable Watertown recently sponsored a screening of the film BAG IT at the Watertown 
Library.  This film is very thought provoking and made me realize, once again, how important it is 
to reduce our use of single use plastics, and the havoc plastics are wreaking on the environment. 
This month, as you prepare for, and enjoy the holiday season, please remember to bring your 
reusable shopping bags with you.  Some of the other suggestions the makers of BAG IT 
recommend include: giving up bottled water, saying no to plastic produce bags - you can make cloth 
bags out of old T-shirts, using the bulk bins at the grocery store, making your own seltzer, bringing 
reusable containers to restaurants and delis and using bar soap, as opposed to liquid soap.  
According to the Boston Globe, Nantucket has banned plastic bags for years, and the towns of 
Manchester-by-the-Sea and Great Barrington approved plastic bag bans in the spring of 2013.  
Brookline’s ban of plastic bags and polystyrene containers begins this month.  I hope many other 
Massachusetts towns will also begin to ban plastic bags.  The Green Sanctuary Committee hopes to 
sponsor a screening of BAG IT at First Parish some time this winter.

On another note, if you are planning candle-lit events, consider purchasing beeswax or soy candles.  
Most candles are made out of paraffin, which is a petroleum-based product.  The smoke from 
burning paraffin candles, especially those scented with synthetic fragrances, contributes to indoor 
air pollution.  When burning, many paraffin candles release toluene and benzene into the air.

Enjoy the solstice season,

Eileen Ryan

ROLE UP YOUR SLEEVES

GREEN SANCTUARY

Role Up Your Sleeves! (notes from the Personnel Committee)

First Parish's many committee opportunities are the life force of our lay-led church community. 
Did you know that at least 1/2 of them are open to friends of First Parish who are not yet 
members? (Be alert for more committee information in the new year!)
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Guest at Your Table Boxes 
These “Guest” boxes are for at home, daily 
donations to support the work of the UU Service 
Committee.  A certain amount can be added at 
mealtime in cash or coin, so that the guests 
(described in the booklets available at church) 
pictured on the sides of the box can be 
remembered each day.  Our UUSC Guest at Your 
Table program ends on Christmas Eve.  Please 
return your boxes then, or on the most 
convenient Sunday for you near to Christmas.  
Whatever amount you collect should be 
converted to a check made out to UUSC, or you 
may simply give cash or a check on Christmas 
Eve.  This is the last year that UUSC is giving out 
boxes.  If you took a box, please try to remember 
to return the box, as well as your check.  Thank 
you for your generosity.  Our entire Christmas 
Eve offering at both services is to benefit the 
UUSC. 

And don’t forget to bring your favorite 
cookies to share at the social hour in 
between the two Christmas Eve Services.  
Thank you.

Service Auction
Wow!  We had another wildly successful Service 
Auction.  The grand total was $4,990, but an 
extra $10 made it $5,000 profit.

Thanks so much to everyone who contributed 
items or purchased something that evening.  Our 
special gratitude to the organizers -  Carole Katz 
and Jean Merkl.  Our efficient and entertaining 
auctioneer was Kyle Hart. 
The Fellowship Committee 
helped make the dinner a 
wonderful experience with 
setup, beverages and clean 
up.  A good time was had 
by all.  Thanks so much.

Other Volunteers
Thanks to Eileen Ryan for making muffins for 
Thanksgiving.

A special thank you to all who served dinner at 
the  Friday Night Supper Program on November 
15th : Sue Kuder, Judy Kamm, Will Twombly, Beth, 
Izzy, and Elijah Tappan-deFrees, Nancy Dutton, 
and  David Benson.

Charitable Offerings
Our Charitable offering on November 17 was for 
the benefit of the Friday Night Supper Program.  
Ayanna Braxton gave a short presentation on 
behalf of the FNSP.   Our total offering was for 
$569.00.  Thank you all for being so generous.  
We also contributed many items of clothing.  
Thanks to Liz Kolster and Cheryl Brangwynne 
for coordinating. 
 
UUA Common Read at First Parish – 
Five people came to discuss Behind the Kitchen 
Door at FPW in November.  We had an 
interesting discussion. We sold ten copies of the 
book at church (one was a gift), but oddly none of 
those nine people were present at the discussion.    
We have now read three UUA Common Reads-  
The Death of Josseline, The New Jim Crow and 
Behind the Kitchen Door.  Any one of those can be 
borrowed from the church library.  Please speak 
to Mark.

Blue Christmas
A Service of Hope and Healing for the Holidays

This ecumenical gathering is particularly for 
those who are lonely, down, or feel the weight of 
loss during the holiday season. We welcome all 
people who want to stand together in honesty at 
a time when the culture presses us to be "jolly."
A light reception follows. All are welcome.
http://www.goodshepherdwatertown.org
Monday, December 9, 6:30 pm.
Church of the Good Shepherd

GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

http://www.goodshepherdwatertown.org
http://www.goodshepherdwatertown.org
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!"#$%&Equal Exchange Fair Trade Products 
To help the Coming of Age Group raise funds 
for a trip to Ferry Beach in April and to help pay 
for a Social Action trip in January, Equal 
Exchange, fairly traded, organic coffee, tea, 
chocolate, cocoa, nuts, and dried fruit will be 
sold during Social Hour on Dec. 8, Dec. 15, and Dec. 
22.  The Equal Exchange Cooperative supports 
small farmers and sustainable farming around 
the world.  For every pound of Equal Exchange 
coffee, tea and chocolate that we sell at First 
Parish, Equal Exchange will donate 20 cents to 
the Unitarian Universalist Service Committee 
(UUSC).  Last year Equal Exchange donated 
over $15,000 to the UUSC.  By buying products 
from Equal Exchange you will not only be 
helping FPW Coming of Age youth meet their 
fundraising goals, you will also be helping the 
UUSC and purchasing some delicious products 
with “a conscience.”  Please consider giving 
Equal Exchange items as holiday gifts this year.  
Make your own custom made basket of delicious 
items.  Bring in your own basket, or use one 
provided by the Coming of Age Group.  Special 
orders may be made before Dec. 16, by 
contacting Eileen Ryan, 
Eileen@simplycircus.com, 617-924-4597.  For 
more information about Equal Exchange, 
www.equalexchange.coop.  

Amazon
Don't forget FPW in your holiday spending 
frenzy! Every Amazon purchase can help First 
Parish's finances...start your Amazon shopping 
on the Member page of fpwatertown.org. It's as 
easy as accessing Amazon through the website 
for us to get a portion of what you spend - - all 
year 'round!

December 15 - Craft bazaar
Do you have craft items or other holiday gifts 
you want to sell at FPW?  The Youth are selling 
Equal Exchange items to help finance their 
activities, and David Morrison will be selling the 
2014 Amnesty International Calendar ($20).  
Others are invited to join them on December 15 
for a member’s craft fair.  Please let the office 
know if you would like to set up.

Nature Calendars for Sale
Carole Berney will be available at upcoming 
social hours to sell her nature calendars, 
children's books about the Charles River, and 
her latest photographic book featuring images 
and text of local wildlife.

 
Book Group: December / January Read
January 28: Behind the Beautiful Forevers (2012) by 
Katherine Boo. Meeting on January 28th for 
discussion, led by Andrea Greenwood.

"From Pulitzer Prize-winner Katherine Boo, a 
landmark work of narrative nonfiction that tells 
the dramatic and sometimes heartbreaking story 
of families striving toward a better life in one of 
the twenty-first century’s great, unequal cities.  
In this brilliantly written, fast-paced book, based 
on three years of uncompromising reporting, a 
bewildering age of global change and inequality 
is made human.  With intelligence, humor, and 
deep insight into what connects human beings 
to one another in an era of tumultuous 
change, Behind the Beautiful Forevers carries the 
reader headlong into one of the twenty-first 
century’s hidden worlds, and into the lives of 
people impossible to forget." goodreads website 
review, 2013.

mailto:Eileen@simplycircus.com
mailto:Eileen@simplycircus.com
http://www.equalexchange.coop
http://www.equalexchange.coop
http://fpwatertown.org/
http://fpwatertown.org/
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Capital Campaign Planning Committee 
Update

 At the Nov 24th congregational meeting, we 
voted to fund both a capital campaign consultant 
and design consultant services. These two items 
will help us assess our fund raising capability, and 
the potential costs of our desired projects.  
Many thoughtful questions were asked, 
including the cost and the importance of items 
other than the heating system. The estimated 
cost of the heating system is $250,000. While 
having a reliable heating system is critical, we 
hope to also prepare First Parish for the years 
ahead; to respond to the changing world through 
multimedia and to enhance our ability to share 
our UU faith with the community. The needs 
below were expressed by parishioners and staff 
during our recent visioning process: 

1.  A strong religious education program is 
critical to support families and the education 
of the next generation of UUs. Our 
classrooms currently lack a sense of FPW 
identity and storage of small materials and 
display space.

2. For years, members have expressed the 
desire  to have First Parish be a place of 
remembrance with a Memorial Garden. If 
designed as a patio, it could also give us 
outdoor space for social hour where parents 
could be near their children on the 
playground.

3.  Our beautiful sanctuary could be 
enhanced with modern audio visual 
equipment that allows  non-obtrusive use of 
multi-media during Sunday services and  
other meetings. Our old carpet could be 
replaced.

4.  Improvements in the lower entrance with 
direct entry to the social hall and better 
signage would make us more welcoming.

 

 
There are many questions and decisions ahead. 
Refer to our website http://fpwatertown.org/wp-
content/uploads/Capital-Campaign.pdf 

We are planning for two discussions in January. 
In the meantime, please see the members of the 
Capital Campaign Planning Committee with 
questions/concerns:
Mike Anctil, Bobbie Brown, Kyle Hart, Patsy 
Sampson, Sue Sours, Izzy Tappan-deFrees

First Parish of Watertown
Heating System Replacement Project 

November 26, 2013 Update

Parish Committee and Ad Hoc Heating 
Committee will host two information sessions to 
provide both new information about the project 
and an opportunity for discussion about it in 
preparation for the congregational vote, which is 
scheduled for Sunday, February 2, 2014, after the 
service. An alternate date (in case of inclement 
weather) is February 9. 

The information sessions will be held after the 
Sunday service on January 12 and 26. In the 
meantime, a slide presentation describing the 
project, the decisions leading up to it, and cost 
estimates is available on the FPW website: 
www.fpwatertown.org. Click on the link under 
the heading “Want to Know About Capital Fund 
Drive Planning?” You are cordially invited to 
review this information prior to the January 
meetings and/or to contact any of us with 
questions and comments. 
The Ad Hoc Heating Committee

Mike Anctil
Michael Collins
Ross Dickson
Nick Haddad, Chair
Judy Kamm
Paul Nelson
Martha Scott
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Boston Remembers Newtown – rally and 
vigil

Saturday, December 14, is the one year 
anniversary of the tragedy at Sandy Hook.To 
mark the day, the MA Coalition to Prevent Gun 
Violence is sponsoring a commemorative 
gathering entitled "Boston Remembers 
Newtown."(See description below.)  Coalition 
members First Church Boston (UU) and 
Citizens for Sensible Gun Policy have planned 
the event.  Charmian Proskauer plans to 
attend, and it would be great to have a group 
from FPW there.  As an aside, the Gun Lobby 
is organizing several rallies on the following day 
as "Guns Save Lives Day" including one in 
Newtown, CT (we are told). 
 
Description of the event: Rally at the Boston 
Common Bandstand at 1:30. Starts with a 
presentation by Moms Demand Action as part 
of a nationally coordinated focus on 
Remembrance and Resolve. The Coalition's 
invited speakers will immediately follow the 
Moms Demand Action presentation, at about 
2:15pm. At approx. 3:30pm everyone will begin 
a walk down the sidewalk along Boylston Street, 
through Copley Square, turning right on 
Dartmouth, right again on Marlborough and 
arriving at First Church in Boston (66 
Marlborough St.) for a 4:30pm candlelight vigil 
and indoor service. You can join for all or part of 
this event. If you can attend, please pre-register 
at http://never-forget-newtown.eventbrite.com/.
 

&      December  Calendar

12/2  ! COA Mentors   7pm
12/3  ! Heating Group   7:30pm
12/5    ! Choir  ! 7pm

Green Sanctuary   7pm
12/10  !Capital Fund Drive   7pm
12/11 ! Ladies of a Certain Age Potluck 
! 6:30pm
12/12  ! Choir   7pm
12/15  ! Newcomer Breakfast   9am
! Social Action Committee   12:15pm
! Caroling   4:45pm followed by
! social time at the parsonage
12/16   !RE Committee   7:30pm
12/19  ! B & G Committee   7pm
          ! Choir   7pm
12/22   !Christmas Pageant   10:30am

Winter Solstice Service   7pm
12/24   Christmas Eve Services 4:30pm and 
! 6pm.  Cookie Social Hour in between 
! services.

http://never-forget-newtown.eventbrite.com/
http://never-forget-newtown.eventbrite.com/
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The Arbella

Minister ■ Mark Harris
Affiliate Minister ■ Andrea Greenwood

Ministerial Intern ■ Tracy Johnson
Church Administrator ■ Nancy Dutton

Religious Education Director ■ Lauren Strauss
Music Director ■ Charlyn Bethell

Accompanist ■ Guy Urban 
Parish Chair ■ Chuck Dickinson

Co-Treasurers ■ Jean Merkl & Martha Scott
Sexton ■ David Benson

First Parish of Watertown
35 Church Street
Watertown, MA  02472
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