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The Arbella
  A Unitarian Universalist Welcoming Congregation   

CAPTAIN’S LOG

Captain’s Log (from the minister)

“Things have a way of working themselves out.”  That was the line 
we always heard from our parents when some great disappointment 
occurred in our lives.  Perhaps it was when we did not get into the 
college we hoped for, or perhaps a love relationship turned sour, or 
we didn’t get the job we expected to. For whatever reason, we were 
heartbroken and thought we would never recover from this awful 
disappointment.  Then our parents would pat us on the back and 
say something like, this other choice may be even better for you, or 
this may help you see what direction you need to move.

This experience has happened to me at church a couple of times in 
the last few months.  First we heard that our lovely piano needed a 
major repair costing more than $6,000.  When the Parish 
Committee first discussed this, it seemed like a lot of money.  We 
spoke about fund raising through generous supporters, concerts, 
and piano teachers, but it was not clear how soon we would raise 
the money.  The Parish Committee spoke of borrowing from this 
fund or that.  Then they placed deadlines of raising half the money 
by summer when the work was to be done.  Everyone was cautious 
and concerned.  Well, it turns out that I am writing this column 
before Easter, and it is pretty clear that we have a piano resurrection 
because we have all the money we need to repair it.  A number of 
things have come to pass, including many generous memorial 
contributions in Martha Urban’s name, but still it was a wonderful 
example of people rising to the occasion, and finding a way to 
accomplish something.

Then there was the pledge drive.  Our Finance Committee made 
the wise decision this year to change things up, but when we set 
$141,000 as our goal it seemed like an impossibility.  People wanted 
to support the vision plan for the future,  give the student ministers 
what they deserve, maintain the Building Fund, and support our RE 
program, but this was a stretch.  I am not sure we will reach the 
pledge goal, but I know with this writing that we are very close.  We 
already have more pledge units then we have ever had. Thank you 
for your generosity and vision.

Sermons/Services in April

April 7, 2013 10:30am

 “The Miracle” by Margaret Weis
When something amazing or unexpected 
happens, it is sometimes labeled a “miracle.” 
What does this idea of a miracle mean to us as 
Unitarian Universalists? What can we make of 
this idea of miracle and wonder? Join us as we 
explore the idea of miracles, and enjoy some 
banjo music from Margaret’s friend and former 
classmate, Joe Cleveland. 

Greeters: Mike and Anna Anctil
Social Hour: TBA
Music: Youth Choir is singing.

April 14, 2013 10:30am

  “Finding Our Calling”  by  Mark W. Harris

In her poem, “The Summer Day,”  Mary Oliver 
asks, “Tell me, what is it you plan to do with 
your one wild and precious life?”   This may 
reflect back to the old parental pressure to 
“figure out what you’re going to do” and stop 
navel gazing.  In the last session of the Lenten 
class we reflected on the idea of “calling.”  Can 
you discern something in your life that tells you, 
“This is what I am meant to do,” or “this work 
is a reflection of who I am.”    

continues on next page...

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
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Every time I tell the story of First Parish I walk into the 
sanctuary and I repeat that we tore down our church because 
we could not afford to maintain it.  In my pledge day sermon I 
spoke a little about those feelings in 1975 when people had to 
give up their church. I spoke about the man who removed the 
stained glass, and how he saw people sitting in the old pews 
weeping over the loss of their church. In the sermon I said:  
“A small remnant was moving to this building, and I’ll wager 
that more than one of them thought it was the beginning of 
the end.  Well, my friends it was the end of the beginning.  
There was a renaissance here because you would not quit. Like 
my parents said, “this other choice may be even better for 
you.”  You knew that a liberal presence needed to be here; a 
liberal voice needed to be heard in Watertown.  And you made 
it happen in an exciting growing way – with an amazing music 
program, a beautiful renovated sanctuary, a commitment to 
religious education and to ministry, and as you most often say, 
to a loving, caring community.  You made that commitment in 
a new liberal vision for the future.

The story I tell is this.  In 1975 we bought 60 red chairs 
because someone said, “we will never have more than 60 
people in church.  Never”    I am sure there was no greater 
disappointment than tearing down a church, but here we are a 
generation later, and where are we?  Did things have a way of 
working themselves out?  Not so long ago we bought 136 
chairs.  I sometimes refer to our story as a miracle story.  
Churches don’t do this.  They are supposed to wither and die 
once they start to decline.  But you did not let that happen.  
Now we have a new disappointment.  The pipes in our boiler 
have spewed leaks all winter long.  But once again, we are 
looking ahead.  No one says this is overwhelming.  I sense a 
firm resolve to find a good, workable, efficient, green solution 
to our needs.  We assume we will find a way to pay for it.  I 
know when I first came here I would have wrung my hands, 
and screamed, no, the whole heating system!  Now, I am 
concerned about those costs, but I also know in my heart, 
“things have a way of working themselves out.”  Together, we 
can, and we will.

Mark

I will be away on vacation 
during the week of April 
15-21. Duis aute irure dolor in reprehenderit in 

voluptate velit esse molestaie cillum. Tia 
non ob ea soluad incommod quae egen 
ium improb fugiend. 

Greeters: Victoria Grafflin and Michael !      
!    Conway
Social Hour:Kelly and Kyle Morton
Music: Guest musician is Nancy Hair, !    !    
!   cello.

April 21, 2013 10:30am
Earth Day Intergenerational Service
“A Chocolate Covered World”
Margaret Weis, Ministerial Intern
Lauren Strauss, RE Director

This intergenerational service will be in 
celebration of Earth Day. We will learn about the 
wonderful world of chocolate, and the people 
involved in its making! Together, we will think 
about the impact the chocolate industry has on 
our world, and how we can work together to 
make the industry a little sweeter. And, of 
course, we’ll enjoy some chocolate together! 

Mark Harris will be preaching in Sanford, Maine, 
where the congregation will be celebrating ten 
years of ministry by our former intern, Sue 
Kingman (now Gabrielson)

Greeters:Kathy Button and Patsy Sampson
Social Hour: Amy Urban and Michael !   
!         Altamari
Music: Family Choir

April 28, 2013 10:30am

“Mutual Ministry”       Mark W. Harris

On the day of our annual meeting we celebrate 
the work of all of us.  In our tradition of 
Congregational Polity, where every member has a 
voice in how the church is run, we have a 
tradition of professional ministry, but it is 
ministry that is not set part in a special class 
with special powers or authority.  Traditionally, 
Congregational ministers were called forth from 
among the people, a reflection that all of us, are 
in some ways ministers to each other. 

Greeters: Aaron and Lenny Dushku
Social Hour: Norah and Paul Day
Music: Carole Berney, piano

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
! from previous page...

CAPTAIN’S LOG continued...
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS

Last week, I was privileged to attend one of the 
UUA’s “Renaissance Modules” for DREs.  These 
are 15-hour training sessions designed to give us 
the background knowledge we need for our very 
specific profession: we’re not ministers, so most of 
us don’t go to seminary (though some do!), but 
neither are we educators, or program 
administrators, or theologians, or even necessarily 
parents.  But we are often called on to be all these 
things for the children and families in our church 
school.  We must create and keep track of a budget, 
supervise staff, organize adult volunteers, 
understand both educational and theological stages 
of human development, create or re-write lesson 
plans, tell the story in church, and make play 
dough!  It’s a unique skill set, and without the 
UUA I would have to learn what I need on the fly
—which is much slower and has more opportunity 
for setbacks.  

So I went to the Walker Center in Newton on 
Thursday and Friday, and participated in my 
second Renaissance Module: UU Identity.  I was a 
part of a group that was as richly diverse as our 
denomination!  Among us were ministers and 
DREs and youth leaders, some with years of 
experience and some barely wet behind the ears.  
Some were theists and some atheists, and every 
possible variant of the spectrum in between.  I was 
introduced to theological thought and wisdom I 
had never considered, and I spend the days 
thinking through my own relationship with the 
tricky ins-and-outs of this thing we label “UU 
Identity” and try to convey even as we struggle to 
define it.

I spent time reflecting on why understanding 
Unitarian Universalism and conveying our heritage 
to our children is so very important to us as a 
denomination—and why we sometimes resist 
doing so.   There are plenty of UUs who feel at 

odds with teaching the Principles and Sources to 
our children because it seems doctrinal.  Some 
days, I am one of them, because although I 
personally find comfort within the promises we 
make to each other through the Seven Principles—
especially knowing that they are a living document 
that is constantly under review by our membership
—I also wonder how children receive them.  Young 
children, especially, are concrete by nature—and 
where we see the subtle but vital difference 
between a covenant and a creed, they may not.

At the end of the day, I think we do our children a 
disservice if we do not share our journeys, and if 
we do not explicitly teach the things that we hold 
more or less in common.  There’s a line many of us 
walk with trepidation: we want our kids to tread 
their own paths with our love and support and find 
the right place to be.  Some of our children will, 
inevitably, learn that some other faith is where they 
belong—but I know that when I tell my son of the 
reasons I love our church, I am hoping that he will 
ultimately find that whatever journey he needs to 
make, he’ll find that a UU congregation will 
support him.   I find joy in the idea of the Oneness 
of Everything—Unitarianism at its heart—that we 
are each a part of a greater whole, a part of each 
other, a part of all of existence.  I find comfort in 
the spirit of Universalism: that every person on 
earth is held in love, now and forever.  These are 
ideals I strive to live up to daily—and I often fail.  
But that doesn’t mean I give up.  

With peaceful hopes of springtime,

Lauren  Strauss
RE Director
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MUSICALLY  SPEAKING
Our choir music for the Easter church service 
will be something old along with something new.   
From the Requiem by Mozart, we are singing 
“Lacrymosa”, translated as, “A Day of Sadness”.  
I have always loved this piece and am very 
excited that we are sharing it. 

For our other song, we are doing “Hope” written 
by Ysaye Barnwell, who is a singer in the 
Women’s African American singing group, Sweet 
Honey in the Rock.  This song sounds like a 
spiritual, although it is a composed song, and it 
is almost meditative in its repetition. 

Perhaps we need to hear its message many 
times!  At Easter and early spring, we break out 
from the inner space of winter. We affirm 
sadness in our lives knowing that warmth and 
joy are also part of the season.  The traditional 
leads to the new, and that is our music for Easter.

See you in church!

Charlyn Bethell
Music Director

A warm welcome to new members of First Parish  
Kristin Bray  and Ross Dickson. We will have a special 
ceremony of welcome this spring.  If you are not an 
official member of First Parish, and you would like to 
join the church, please speak to Rev. Mark Harris.

A Memorial Service for Martha Urban will be held on 
April 6 at 2pm at First Parish of  Watertown. 
Contributions in her name can be given to the First 
Parish Piano Restoration Fund.

AMONG US

  
! Music for before and after April:

March 31st:  Our First Parish Choir will sing.

April 7th:  Margaret is bringing singer/guitarist, 
Joe Cleveland to share his music and support her 
service.  The Youth Choir will be singing:  Juba 
and Ease on Down the Road.

April 14th:  Our guest musician is Nancy Hair, 
cello.

April 21st:  Get ready to sing in the Family 
Choir!  We will do something that is Earth-Day 
related.  Rehearsal will begin at 9:45 that 
morning.  All are invited, welcomed, and 
celebrated!

April 28th:  Carole Berney will be playing piano 
in Guy’s stead that day.

May 5th is Music Sunday!!  Our choir will be 
singing.
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It is interesting to me that just a few months ago I was writing about how much I love living in 
Massachusetts. Well, it turns out that the next leg in my ministerial journey will be taking Susan 
and me to an equally-snowy place: Connecticut. 

I have just recently accepted a position to serve as a Chaplain Resident at Yale-New Haven 
Hospital!

The hospital is the largest in the state of Connecticut, and one of the best in the Northeast region. 
The Pastoral Services staff is wonderfully warm and welcoming, and I am looking forward to 
working with them. The group totals over thirty people of varying faith traditions and religions.

Some of you might be wondering why I am pursuing a position outside of parish ministry.  My 
sense of call to ministry includes both parish ministry and chaplaincy. Throughout the work of this 
residency and serving in a chaplaincy role, I might solidify my sense of call in my ministry, and gain 
discernment into the next step of this journey. I am sure that the experience will bring growth, 
understanding, and learning to my ministry. 

I am certain that this residency will be different in many ways from my time here at First Parish. 
Most of the people I will see will be alone, apart from their families, and undergoing medical care 
and treatment. This will be different from First Parish, where the sense of community is enlivening 
and enriches our worship, fellowship, and life together. My hope is to carry this sense of 
community with me as I visit each patient, so that they might feel that warmth and compassion in 
my time with them. 

I have found myself looking at the calendar a lot recently and wondering where the time has gone. 
In some ways, it feels as though I’ve just arrived at First Parish. And yet, my time at FPW is 
winding down. I am so looking forward to the upcoming spring, and the gift of spending it with 
you all. I am anticipating a continued time of rich worship, beautiful music, and loving community. 
Many thanks, to each of you, for those gifts. 

Blessed be, 

Margaret Weis
Ministerial Intern

FROM THE FIRST MATE ( MINISTERIAL INTERN)
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First Parish and the UU Urban Ministry

From March through May First Parish is working with the UU Urban Ministry (UUUM) in 
several ways. The UUUM works side-by-side with Boston's urban communities to create 
opportunities and instill hope for a brighter future. They concentrate their efforts primarily in 
out-of-school-time programming for at-risk youth and shelter for those fleeing domestic 
violence. They also operate a program focused on providing support for men in transition, 
including those involved with the criminal justice system. Here are the ways First Parish is 
helping:
 
Giving Boxes

In March, we collected baby items and personal items for Renewal House, a shelter for those 
fleeing domestic violence. In April, we will be collecting items for the kitchen at UUUM. From 
Monday – Thursday, the UUUM runs a tutoring program, staffed by volunteers from local colleges, 
particularly Boston College and Northeastern University. Both students and staff are then served 
dinner. Monday, Tuesday and Thursday the meals are provided by UUUM, but every Wednesday a 
different UU church provides the meal. A small group of volunteers from our church joined the 
Belmont church in January to serve such a meal, and we can attest that the kitchen lacked in many 
areas. So, in April, we will be collecting kitchen items for the UUUM. The chief cook has put 
together a list of the most desired items. Liz Kolster is creating a large poster so people can sign up 
for what they can provide. Below is the list:
 
           

Kitchen Needed Items' ListKitchen Needed Items' List
Universal Unitarian Urban MinistriesUniversal Unitarian Urban Ministries
   
Item Description
1 set Knives
  Utility Knife (5")
  Chef Knife (5")
  Chef Knife (7")

# # # # SOCIAL  ACTION  CORNER 

http://www.uuum.org/templates/default.asp?id=42140&PID=564728
http://www.uuum.org/templates/default.asp?id=42140&PID=564728
http://www.uuum.org/templates/default.asp?id=42140&PID=567026
http://www.uuum.org/templates/default.asp?id=42140&PID=567026
http://www.uuum.org/templates/default.asp?id=42140&PID=567026
http://www.uuum.org/templates/default.asp?id=42140&PID=567026
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1 ea Knife rack
1 box Gallon Freezer Bags
1 box Full Aluminum Pans (with lids)
1 box Half Aluminum Pans (with lids)
1 ea Grill pan
2 ea Large Non Stick Frying Pans
1 ea Electric Knife Sharpener
1 set Wire Mesh Strainers (various sizes)
1 ea Hand Blender
1 ea Electric Chopper
2 ea Peelers
1 ea Thermometer Fork
2 ea Oven Thermometers
2 set Mitten and pot holders
1 ea Triple Timer
2 ea Pyrex Baking Pans (large)
1 ea Meat Tenderizer
1 ea Basting Brush
1 ea Paper Towel Holder
1 set Food Storage Container Set
  Plastic Serving Bowls (Misc sizes for family style dinners)
1 ea Food Processor
1 ea Blender
1 set Misc stainless steel bowls (medium to extra large)
1 ea Peg Board with Pegs
1 box Parchment Sheets
Misc Camros Storage Containers for rice, flour etc..(3, 4 and 6 qts) with lids
1 ea 5x7 Black, Anti Fatigue Rubber Rug
 
Charitable Offering: The charitable offering on April 21 will be for the programs at the UU 
Urban Ministry. A representative will be in church that day to further explain their programs.
 
Wednesday Dinner: On Wednesday, May 15, our church will provide the dinner for the youth and 
their tutors.  We will need cooks, as well as people to serve the meal and clean up afterwards.  
Stay tuned for more on this.
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! Benefit Concerts in March

    1. Piano Fund

     A special thank you to Charlyn Bethell and    
Guy Urban for a very special benefit concert 
featuring Charlyn and Guy and all their friends 
in a wonderful evening that included a debut 
piece.    Thanks to Carole Katz for the flyer, 
Jill Shaw and Barbara Farrell for admissions, 
and all those who baked refreshments.  Our 
piano fund has had a marvelous and generous 
response from all of you.  The concert netted 
$1,162.  We have also had many wonderful 
contributions in memory of Martha Urban.

   2. Wright Fund

    We had a very successful Benefit Concert on 
March 23 for the Wright Fund.  This concert in 
conjunction with the Folk Song Society 
featured Priscilla Herdmann and Max Cohen.  
Our total profit for the event was $1,177.00.  
Thanks so much to all those who helped out:  
Michael McCarthy for sound, Paul Dansereau 
for the flyer, Jill Shaw and Barbara Farrell for 
admissions, Missy Shay (the chair of the 
Wright Fund) for speaking, Nancy Dutton for 
coordination, and all others who baked or 
helped with the evening.

Pledge Drive

A special thank you to everyone who has 
responded so generously to this year’s pledge 
drive.  Our hard working Finance Committee 
Members who worked especially on the pledge 
drive were:  Bob Shay, John Portz, Michael 
Collins, Matt Calabro and Chris Lewis.  A 
special thanks to Martha Scott for arranging 
the wonderful soup luncheon.  She was assisted 
in the soup making by David Morrison, Jean 
Merkl and John Gorman.  Thanks to others 
who made soup at home or brought bread or 

desserts, etc.  Finally, we also want to express 
our gratitude to Carole Katz for this year’s 
brochure.

    Annual Dinner and  Talent Show

   1. Annual Dinner

   The Talent Show on April 13 is preceded by 
the Annual Dinner.  Please bring a main dish, 
salad, bread, dessert, etc.  This is a wonderful 
potluck meal with set up provided by the 
Fellowship Committee.  Please join us at 6:00 
p.m.

   2. Gallery Showing during Annual         
# Talent Show

    Share your art talent! During the Talent 
Show on April 13, we will exhibit art done by 
FPW friends and members. There are quilters, 
painters, photographers, potters, jewelers, 
sketchers... so many of you!
 
To loan 1 or 2 pieces to the Talent Show 
Gallery, please contact Izzy/Beth: email 
izzyt@rcn.com.

Annual Meeting of First Parish

The Annual Meeting of the church will take 
place on Sunday, April 28 after church.  
Luncheon items will be available.  Please plan 
on staying as the church plans for its future, 
and hears about the year past. We will 
hopefully be voting on a new heating system 
for the church, as well as hearing from the 
Vision Task Force. Childcare is provided for 
the meeting.

Committee Chairs and Staff are reminded to 
submit their annual reports to the church 
office by April 7.
!

GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

mailto:izzyt@rcn.com
mailto:izzyt@rcn.com
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Charles River Cleanup Day

Please join the Green Sanctuary team for the 
14th Annual Earth Day Charles River Cleanup! 
The event will take place on Saturday, April 20 
from 9am-12p, and we will clean up the area 
along North Beacon St. around the Watertown 
Yacht Club and extending to the intersection of 
North Beacon St. and Greenough Blvd. All 
volunteers will be provided with gloves, trash 
bags, and a free t-shirt for participating, and 
you will have the satisfaction of knowing you’ve 
helped improve the health and beauty of the 
Charles River! Sign-up details will follow in the 
Friday News.

!     
Bikes Not Bombs

Bike Collection Set for Saturday, April 27,
11:00am - 3:00pm at First Parish
 
Again this year, the First Parish, along with 
several other co-sponsors, will host a used 
bicycle collection to benefit Bikes Not Bombs. 
BNB, based in Jamaica Plain, uses the bicycle 
as a vehicle for social change. The organization 
works extensively with youth in the Roxbury 
and Dorchester neighborhoods, providing 
social support, vocational training, 
environmental education, and leadership 
development opportunities. In addition, Bikes 
Not Bombs partners with like-minded 
organizations in countries in Africa, Central 
America, and other depressed regions to 
establish vocational training programs and 
distribute bicycles in poverty-stricken areas 
where they will provide essential transportation 
to work and school. One of BNB's most recent 
initiatives is centered in northern Uganda, 
where 400 bikes from Boston have been 
distributed to rural health workers, 
dramatically expanding their capacity to visit 
and treat patients in remote villages 
throughout the region. In addition to these 
programs, BNB operates a full service bike 

shop in Jamaica Plain, where reconditioned 
bicycles may be purchased at reasonable prices.
 
Our drive will take place on Saturday, April 27, 
11:00 - 3:00, rain or shine. All donated bikes 
will be gratefully accepted, regardless of 
condition (unless they've been run over by a 
truck). We also ask for $5.00 per donated bike 
to help defray the cost of shipping overseas. 
This is a great opportunity to clean out your 
basement and garage, all for a very worthy 
cause!
 
Volunteers are needed to help at the drive. If 
you're interested, please contact Will Twombly.  

     
!          Coming in May

Rummage  Sale

Don’t forget to begin saving items for our 
annual Rummage Sale.  It is always the first 
Saturday in May.  Hold those books, CDs, 
films, kitchen items, toys, children’s clothes, 
small furniture, etc.  More to follow in the 
Friday news this month.  The date is Saturday, 
May 4 from 10-3.

Walking Tour of Mt. Auburn Cemetery

Mark Harris will lead one of his historic UU 
Walking Tours of Mt. Auburn Cemetery on 
Sunday,  May 5 after church.  This is sponsored 
by the Green Sanctuary Committee.  The 
cemetery is a beautiful place for a spring walk, 
and the perfect locale to learn about all the 
famous UU folks who are buried there.
The Heat Misers
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by Kathy Button and Eileen Ryan

Groundhog’s Day, February 2, 2013, Punxsutawney Phil did not see his shadow. Therefore, we can 
look forward to an early spring. (As I write this piece, on the first day of spring, snow covers the 
ground. I can’t see the snowdrops blooming in the back yard.) Also on February 2, the Social Action 
Committee sponsored a showing of the Frontline documentary, “Poor Kids, “described as “an 
"unflinching and revealing exploration of what poverty means to children, and to the country's 
future." What I also remember about February 2 is that the heating system for our ancient parish 
failed again.  Watching “Poor Kids”, everybody bundled up – jackets, hats, scarves, and gloves. It 
was cold.

To date, First Parish has doled out more than $13,000 for repairs to the heating system this fiscal 
year  – probably more by the time this article gets published. At the February Buildings & Grounds 
meeting, a representative from Devaney Oil, offered no hope for the present configuration.  
Convert to gas, he said. 

Nick Haddad, Chair of Buildings & Grounds, wrote convincingly to the Parish Committee of the 
need to replace the Meetinghouse heating system as soon as possible. It’s a long letter. Here are 
some highlights. “The failings of the system have increased the amount of oil we burn; each time 
there is a steam leak, the boiler overworks to heat the building.”  (So much for our Green 
Sanctuary!)  Recent pipe leaks have resulted in significant amounts of fresh water entering the 
system, a situation that tends to accelerate corrosion.  “To date, the pipe leaks that have occurred 
have been relatively accessible and simple to fix, and only one required asbestos removal…However, 
there is the very real risk that a pipe under the lower floor could develop a leak. That would be 
much more complicated, disruptive, and expensive to repair, requiring the partial dismantling of 
the floor and probably a significant asbestos removal effort.” 

Then there is the situation with the heat zones.  Thanks to Nancy Dutton for mapping the zones. 
There are four steam zones: 1) Sanctuary, kitchen, hall off the kitchen; 2) Social hall, Church Street 
foyer; 3) RE classrooms; 4) Church office and minister’s office. Note the disconnect with zones 
comprising of different floors and rooms separated in space. We have two zones for the forced hot 
water system: 1) Summer St. foyer, and 2) Conference room and DRE’s office. Lauren’s office is 
always cold; it does not heat up unless the conference room remains below the temperature set 
point, because the thermostat is in the conference room.  Our dream heating system will have 
thermostats in every room. Our dream heating system will have a boiler (or boilers) in a more 
accessible location. Our current boiler sits in a flood-prone hole under the bulkhead in the 
playground.  

We are currently reviewing several different proposals from engineers and heating technicians to 
replace our outdated, inefficient heating system with a new, energy efficient system.  The ad hoc 
“Heat Misers Committee,” made up of several members from both the Green Sanctuary 
Committee and the Building and Grounds Committee, has met with several different contractors 
and will be making a decision in early April about which plan to follow.  Installation will take place 
this summer between early July and late August.  One of the options being considered includes 
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installing a geothermal heating system.  This would involve digging geothermal wells on the church 
property and pumping heated water through a condensation boiler.  Another option is to install 
highly efficient gas boilers to replace the current obsolete oil boiler.  Radiant heating, installed 
below the sanctuary floor, is also being considered.  Efficiency, cost and effectiveness will all be 
taken in to account.  A decision will be made soon.  Here’s to a greener warmer church building.

! April Calendar

April  3!  Parish Council at 7pm
April  6!  Memorial Service for Martha Urban at 2pm
April  7    !  Worship Committee at 12:15pm 
April  8!  Fellowship Committee at 7pm
April  9      !  Finance Committee   at 7:30pm 
April  10           Parish Committee at 7:30pm
April  11           B&G Committee at 7pm
! !  FPW Choir at 6:30pm
April  13           Annual Dinner and Talent Show at 6pm  
April  14           Committee on Ministry  at 12:15pm
April  15!  RE Committee at 7pm
April  18    !  FPW Choir at 6:30pm
April  20 !  Charles River Clean-up 9am
April  23           Green Sanctuary  at 7pm
!              Trustees at 7:30pm
April  24          Vision Task Force at 7pm 
April  27          Bikes Not Bombs Collection at 11am
April  28          Newcomer Breakfast at 9am

Annual Meeting after church



    FIRST PARISH OF WATERTOWN!

The Arbella

Minister ■ Mark Harris
Ministerial Intern ■ Margaret Weis

Church Administrator ■ Nancy Dutton
Religious Education Director ■ Lauren Strauss

Music Director ■ Charlyn Bethell
Accompanist ■ Guy Urban 
Parish Chair ■ Kyle Hart

Co-Treasurers ■ Jean Merkl & Martha Scott
Sexton ■ David Benson
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