
  FIRST PARISH OF WATERTOWN! JANUARY 2013

! PAGE 1

The Arbella
  A Unitarian Universalist Welcoming Congregation   

CAPTAIN’S LOG

On December 30, we had a small intimate worship service 
where members shared what makes them hopeful for 2013.  
Sometimes it is hard to feel hopeful.  December brought 
terrible examples of violence, not only the heart wrenching 
school shooting in Connecticut, but then the killing of 
firefighters in New York state.  Hope might occur if we 
witnessed some stronger gun legislation or more program 
support for the mentally ill.  Yet it is hard to feel hopeful 
when the politicians fail to respond to our needs.  
Sometimes it is the local stories of compassion that give us 
the most hope.  I saw one on television where a father 
became concerned that his children’s Christmas wish lists 
had became overly long, with no acknowledgement on the 
part of his children that other people suffer and have needs.  
The family began making breakfast burritos at a prodigious 
rate, and bringing them down to where the homeless 
gathered to at least give these people some measure of 
happiness in their difficult days. This helped give the 
children some perspective on the world.  One of the boys 
said “I have so many material things, and these people are so 
grateful for one burrito.”  The family has now made 
thousands of burritos, and continues to hand them out from 
the back of their car every Sunday. 

I suppose this is similar to the 26 acts of kindness that one 
television personality promoted; with one act for each 
person shot in the Connecticut school.  Yet it is so easy for 
these kinds of compassionate acts to become trendy or 
publicity stunts.  As Andrea said,  “I don’t know why 
somebody has to promote 26 acts of kindness.  Now that 
somebody has been shot, are we supposed to suddenly be 
good?  I try to act like that all the time.”  It is unfortunate if 
it takes terrible acts of violence, to move us to be more 
compassionate.  Why can’t we be like that every day? Being 
part of a faith community reminds us that life’s great 
meaning comes in service to others, and in helping those in 
need.  We have seen that here with Christmas gifts for the 

Worship Services and Sermons

January 6, 2013  10:30am 
 “Coaching for Fun or Profit?”    
by Mark W. Harris

Life coaching is popular these days.  
Everyone seems to have a coach, a 
guide, a mentor, or spiritual director.  
Do we all need these special advisors?

Greeters: Will and Sue Twombly
Social Hour: Chris and Sara Lewis
Music: First Parish Choir

January 13, 2013  10:30am  
“The Flaming Chalice and Faith 
Symbols”   by Mark W. Harris

The Worship Committee is trying to 
develop guidelines for lighting the 
chalice in our weekly worship service.  
What is this symbol and why would a 
free faith that eschews verbal and 
visual representations that everyone 
agrees upon attempt to adopt it 
worldwide?

Greeters: Katherine and Matt Calabro
Social Hour: Liz Kolster and Sue Demb

continues on next page...

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
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Grow Clinic, and financial gifts to UUSC, but I also 
know that many of you bring gifts of compassion to 
your community and neighborhood.

You try to coach youngsters so they know the meaning 
of teamwork and dedication. You teach in our church 
school or lead the youth so they know what caring and 
friendship and community are all about. You serve 
dinner to the homeless so they will know one evening 
where they are not hungry or cold or alone.  You 
shovel the path for a neighbor who may be too old or 
infirm to do so, but you want her to be able to see 
friends and run her errands.  You faithfully recycle or 
put solar panels on your roof, or turn down your 
thermostat because you know we need to conserve the 
earth’s resources for the future life of our planet and 
its children. You listen to others who may need your 
friendship or support in a time of need, and you 
realize that you might make a difference in their life. 
These are not random acts of kindness, but deliberate 
ones because you know that together we build a better 
tomorrow.  You give me hope with your concern for 
the world and its people.

You will see elsewhere in the newsletter an item 
asking for a couple of volunteers to work with me on 
interviewing prospective student ministers.  Nothing 
makes me more hopeful than to see young people, like 
Margaret, take up the profession I chose (or chose me) 
more than thirty years ago.  I am hopeful because it 
still means that people want to give their lives over to 
service to others in community. It is a life with deep 
rewards.  In that service on December 30,  it was kind 
of Martha Scott to say that I had given her hope in the 
context of our church community, but I know that any 
measure of leadership I show or give comes from the 
inspiration you give me because you are a wonderful 
community to serve. 

A Happy and Hopeful 
New Year to All,

Mark

Duis aute irure dolor in reprehenderit in 
voluptate velit esse molestaie cillum. Tia 
non ob ea soluad incommod quae egen 
ium improb fugiend. 

January 20, 2013  10:30am 
 
"What is faith?"

by Margaret Weis

The Reverend Martin Luther King Jr. 
once purported that faith is taking the 
next step even when you don't see the 
whole staircase. He served as a 
minister and leader during a time of 
uncertainty of what the future would 
hold. Some might say we are living in a 
similar time of uncertainty; one that 
necessitates faith and leadership. How 
do we, as Unitarian Universalists, think 
about this idea of faith? How do we 
hear the call for justice, and answer in 
a faith-filled way?

Greeters: TBA
Social Hour: Carole Katz and TBA

January 27, 2013 10:30am 

 “Friends and Bookends”

by Mark W. Harris

In this newsletter, we remind people 
to remember to “friend” us on 
Facebook.  When are you going to do 
it?  Don’t want more friends?  What 
does it mean to be a friend?

Greeters: Matt and Kristina Parish
Social Hour: Jean Merkl and Eileen Ryan
Music: Jill Dreeben, flute and Bob 
! Ward, !classical guitar.

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
! from previous page...

CAPTAIN’S LOG continued...
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS

Dearest friends,

Here I am, poised at the brink of 2013, basking in the glow of another wonderful and fun Christmas 
Pageant, feeling ever so blessed to be among you.

I owe many thanks for the Pageant this year.  I must start with all the children of First Parish, from 
the tiniest sheep (and Baby Jesus!) to the tallest shepherd.  Not many DREs are lucky enough (and 
trust me, I talk to other DREs!) to be able to put on a production that requires costume changes 
and dialogue and a basic understanding of historical information.  I had a very crazy vision for this 
year’s story and a lesser group of children and youth would never have been able to pull it off.  
Asher, Seneca, Katie, Roane, Rowan, Max, Cecilia, Skylar, Acacia, James, Eric, Gates, Linnea, 
Marcos, Haley, Maddy, Molly, Marina, and Elisa… and our sheep Mila, Ashwin, Kai, Elena (who 
made it through rehearsal!) and Ashwin’s friend whose name I missed… you were marvelous, each 
and every one of you.  I come to work every day (and especially Sundays when I get to see you all!) 
with a big, huge smile on my face, and it’s because of you, and your wonderful parents, and all the 
marvelous people who make up the FPW ‘village’… you know, the village they say it takes to raise a 
child?  Recent events have made me stop short and appreciate how lucky I am to be surrounded by 
such wonderful young people and caring adults, and I want you all to know how very grateful I am 
to the universe for leading me here.

In addition, I would like to thank the Bethell-Urban family.  Church isn’t real without music, and 
when I can say things like, “I need some ‘sheep traveling music’ here and I need you to play ‘O 
Christmas Tree’ there,” and Guy nods sagely and does exactly what was in my head… and Cody flies in 
from college and instead of going home to bed, comes to church to rehearse the sword dancers… 
and Charlyn rallies the troops so we all get to know that a Pig went out to Dig on Chrissimus 
Day….  I know I have been given a great gift.

I also need to thank Matt and Katherine Calabro for providing the fireplace, and Michael 
McCarthy for making sure all the lights worked at the right times and for videorecording the 
service, and most of all, Carole Berney for helping me with all the costumes and materials and 
planning and implementation and clean-up and photography.  

As we round the corner into the New Year, a few things are coming up.  In preparation for the new 
semester starting on February 3, we will have a Teacher Appreciation Breakfast on January 27 
before church; all current and future teachers are invited!  Save the date, please, and I will send 
more details out by e-mail very soon.

We will be having a parent gathering on a Friday night in January, still to be determined, for parents 
to come together and lend a hand with some materials preparation and chat and maybe do a fun 
sewing project.  Watch the Friday News for date and time.

I’m so looking forward to lucky 2013!  Happy New Year to all!

In faith,
Lauren   
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MUSICALLY  SPEAKING

For this month, I need to bring you up to date with new information about our piano. Sue Demb 
kindly wrote a history of it because it is needing some restorative and specialized work to be done 
this summer. We are planning some creative fundraising for this project, including a Benefit 
Concert for the piano that Guy and I will do on March 16th. I am really excited about this concert 
because we will be premiering a piece that we commissioned! That means that you will be the first 
to hear it performed and the composer may be there, too! Meanwhile, please take the time to read 
this:

First Parish of Watertown Piano Action Rebuilding Project

The beautiful piano that we've had for the last 17 years is in need of major work to improve 
playability and to maintain the quality of the sound we all have come to appreciate. It is typical for 
a piano to need this kind of work after many years of use. Here is some background.

In 1995 Sue Demb interviewed a new family whose daughter would become her student. The 
mother said they wanted to exchange their old 7' Steinway grand for a smaller one, which would fit 
in their living room. The church had been considering a larger piano for several years, and this 
seemed like the perfect opportunity. We had the 7' Steinway rebuilt for $12,750 and gave our smaller 
piano to the family. Fundraising from within the church community and from the New England 
Piano Teachers' Association, whose members gave many benefit recitals, allowed us to pay for the 
piano within 4 years.

The 1995 rebuild of the piano was a substantial undertaking: we replaced all of the ivory keys with 
plastic keys; we installed all new strings and adjusted the soundboard; we refinished the outside 
case, and we replaced some of the keyboard action parts, amongst other things. With a view 
towards keeping our costs down we did not fully rebuild the keyboard action – we replaced only 
some of the most worn parts and we used some alternative supplier parts instead of true Steinway 
grade parts (some of which were quite dear and hard to obtain at the time). Replacing only some of 
the action parts was good sense at that time and has allowed us to have a beautiful instrument for 
17 years. We have kept up with regular maintenance and tuning of the piano over the years, but 
some problems persist that were not fully addressed in the rebuild and others have developed over 
time. We have three particular areas of concern: (a) the action of the keys is heavy and poorly 
regulated (uneven pressure & response); (b) certain parts of the action mechanism are worn or out 
of alignment so that when a soft touch is used on a key to produce a quiet tone, no sound is 
produced at all; and (c) the damper pedal (which allows for more sustain or ‘loudness’) does not 
operate consistently. Now is the time for additional work to be done.

Sue Demb and Guy Urban consulted with a top Steinway technician who gave a thorough 
evaluation of the piano. The best plan forward is to rebuild the action of the piano so that it will be 
easier to play (less "heavy") and easier to control the sound produced (especially in slow, quiet 
music). In addition to the action, the work will fix issues that we have had with the damper ("loud") 
pedal. This work will make the piano action good and sound quality better for many years.

The estimated cost for this work will be $6,000 and we plan to have the work done during the 
summer of 2013 (after the ‘official’ church year season ends). The Parish Committee approved this 
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plan at its meeting on December 5th. Money will be raised through fundraising efforts both within 
the church community and from outside groups that use the piano, including benefit concerts. We 
plan to raise $3,000 by the summer of 2013 and expect to complete fundraising by summer of 2015.

The ad hoc Piano Committee, AKA Gang of Keys, currently includes Charlyn Bethell, Matt 
Calabro, Michael Collins and Sue Demb. If you're interested in this project and would like to help 
with fundraising or promotion, please contact a member of the Gang.

See you in church!
Charlyn

Collection Box for January / February
During the winter months of January & February we will collect items for the Friday Night Supper 
Program. The Friday Night Supper Program provides a nutritious meal to disadvantaged people, 
the homeless and extremely low income,  every Friday night at the Arlington Street UU Church in 
Boston.  Their Guest Clothing Closet provides clothing, shoes, toiletries and other essential items 
to their guests following meal service.  Our collection will be for items for the Clothing Closet.  
Items most needed are:

Socks (new only)
underwear (larger sizes, New only)
winter gloves
scarves
winter hats
long underwear
men’s pants in sizes 36+ (lightly worn fine)
hoodies (lightly worn fine)

80% of the guests are male, so most items are needed in men’s sizes.  Other items, such as 
toiletries, are also welcome.

First Parish will be helping to serve a meal at the Friday Night Supper Program on 
Friday, January 25.  Eight volunteers are needed.  If you can help, please contact the 
church office.

Musical Happenings in January include:

January 6th:  FPW Choir will be singing a song by Mary Chapin Carpenter called, "Thanksgiving 
! ! Song".

January 27th:  Guest musicians will be Jill Dreeben, flute and Bob Ward, classical guitar. Along 
! ! with me on English Horn, we will be sharing movements from a Trio for Flute, 
! ! English Horn and Guitar by Mario Castelnuavo-Tedesco.  

THE GIVING BOX
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I always find this concept of a new year very interesting. Growing up in a family of public school 
educators, our “new year” started in September, not in January. So, even though the calendar year 
ends in December, it has always felt like the middle to me! And so it goes with the church calendar, 
with our Unitarian Universalist years structured like a school year, we are really in the thick of 
things now. The winter holidays have just passed, and we are on to our planning for springtime 
projects, new budgets, and pledge drives. 

! And yet, we are in the New Year. It is 2013. This is a time for fresh ideas, new commitments, 
and a different perspective. But, perhaps more importantly, this is a time to look back at the past 
twelve months and take a moment of pause. This is an opportunity to think about how this past 
year has been, how we have been catalysts for change, and how we can be more proactive and 
intentional in the upcoming months. 

We learn so much through our experience. In fact, as a religious movement we have 
declared direct experience as one of our religious sources … it is that significant! It is through our 
experience that we are able to set our expectations for the future. It is through that experience that 
we make meaning of our past and carve out opportunities for growth in the future. Perhaps in the 
past year we struggled in a conversation to hear the other person’s perspective, or entered into the 
conversation with our own agenda. It’s likely that that didn’t go as well as we would have hoped. So, 
in remembering that experience, we can strive to enter into new conversations with an open heart 
and mind. Perhaps in the past year we found it difficult to juggle all of our commitments, so we 
ended up tired and ill because of too much stress. So, as we embark on a new year, we can strive to 
make time for what truly matters and seek to find a balance so that we might be fully present in our 
lives. 

Whatever this new year brings, I wish each and every one of you clarity to see growth in 
struggle, the resolve to live with intention, and the ability to find joy in what makes your heart sing. 
I thank you for bringing more meaning to my life, and I wish you well in the new year. 

Blessed be, 
Margaret Weis

FROM THE FIRST MATE
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Thank you to: 
A special thank you to Beth and Izzy Tappan-
deFrees who coordinated our Christmas gift 
program for the Grow Clinic in Boston. This 
year they delivered 95 gifts to the children there.  
Thanks also for putting up our holiday tree 
(check them out on FPW’s Facebook Page)

Thank you also to those who signed postcards 
for the UU  Promise the Children campaign and 
also the letters supporting Abood Obyat’s 
campaign for deferred status with immigration 
officials.  We will keep you posted.

Student Minister Candidates -  Interview 
Prospective Interns   

While it may seem like Margaret Weis has just 
arrived as our student minister, her two year 
internship ends in June.  The Parish Committee 
has affirmed the selection of an eighth intern for 
First Parish. Four people have already sent CV’s 
to Mark. If you would like to be on an interview 
team, please let Mark know ASAP.  We will 
begin interviewing the four candidates we have, 
and also put out a notice with the UUA and the 
seminaries this week. Kyle Hart has already 
volunteered for this team, so we need two more 
people.

Watertown Savings Bank Customer 
Choice Awards

Every year customers of WSB can vote for their 
favorite nonprofit. Last year the Helen Robinson 
Wright Fund was awarded over $1000 because 
of your votes. Let’s aim higher this year! Visit the 
bank’s website or get a ballot at the bank. Any 
age person can vote (one for each account). Last 
day to vote is January 19.

Please “Friend” First Parish on Facebook

We want your participation on our Facebook 
page.  The Personnel Committee is working on a 
church policy for Facebook, but they tell us: 
“One simple thing I think we do even before we 
finalize our policy is tell people to "Like us on 
Facebook." 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/First-Parish-of-
Watertown/
Have you done so yet?

Guest at Your Table

The Guest at Your Table offering from 
Christmas Eve and the boxes resulted in more 
than $1,000 for UUSC thus far.  Please bring in 
your checks the first Sunday of January, or let 
Mark know you would like to contribute. We 
will let you know the final total next month. For 
many years we have asked parishioners to 
welcome one of these international guests into 
their homes during the holiday season, and it is 
always our largest charitable offering of the year. 
 
Social Action Meeting Sunday, January 6

 Please join Social Action for a meeting after 
church on Sunday, January 6. We will discuss 
plans for the rest of the year, including Advocacy, 
Film & Speaker Series, Books to Discuss, 
possibly another Community Supper in the 
Spring, etc.We will also finalize Giving Boxes 
and Charitable offerings for the remainder of the 
church year. Your participation and input is 
much appreciated!

FPW Vision Task Force 

Come to our January meetings to discuss the 
future of First Parish - our grounds, green 
projects (heating systems, community gardens, 
solar panels) and more.  Please join us after 
church on January 13 and 27.

GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

https://www.facebook.com/pages/First-Parish-of-Watertown/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/First-Parish-of-Watertown/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/First-Parish-of-Watertown/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/First-Parish-of-Watertown/
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The New Jim Crow

The New Jim Crow by Michelle Alexander is the 
UUA Common Read book for the year.  We will 
be discussing this book on Thursday, January 10 
at a First Parish book group meeting at 7:00 
p.m. in the Conference Room.   We sold out of 
the ten copies we ordered.  Even if you have not 
read the book you are welcome to attend.

The New Jim Crow 

In the era of colorblindness, it is no longer 
socially permissible to use race, explicitly, as a 
justification for discrimination, exclusion, and 
social contempt. Yet, as Michelle Alexander 
reveals, today it is perfectly legal to discriminate 
against convicted criminals in nearly all the ways 
that it was once legal to discriminate against 
African Americans. Once you’re labeled a felon, 
the old forms of discrimination—employment 
discrimination, housing discrimination, denial of 
the right to vote, denial of educational 
opportunity, denial of food stamps and other 
public benefits, and exclusion from jury service
—are suddenly legal. The New Jim Crow is about 
ways in which our system of mass incarceration 
has come to resemble systems of racial control 
from a different era.

Mark Harris will lead the discussion based on a 
UUA study guide.

Breakfast for Newcomers 

If you are new to the church and would like to 
get to know us better, you and your family are 
invited to our Newcomer Breakfast on Sunday, 
January 13 at 9:00 AM downstairs in the social 
hall. Invitations to the breakfast will be emailed 
to new people, but IF you see this, and we 
missed you, please come!!!

Don’t Miss our Potluck Dinner and 3rd 
Annual Team Trivia

Join us for a fun evening on January 19 at 6pm.  
Matt Calabro will be the Trivia Master at our 
Team Trivia games again this year.  Bring 
something to share at our potluck dinner 
beginning at 6 PM.

Circle Suppers

We have two Circle suppers scheduled in 
January, and one to be held in March. There is 
still space for two more people to join the 
potluck Circle Supper hosted by Kathy and 
David Warren on Saturday, January 12.  To sign 
up, or find out more about the suppers, see a 
member of the Fellowship Committee at the 
“Welcome” table during social hour on Sundays, 
or email Martha Scott at mascott33@rcn.com.   

Socially Responsible Investing

As part of our congregation’s commitment to 
social justice, our Trustees work with a Socially 
Responsible Investing (SRI) firm to manage our 
endowment funds.  Our endowments and 
charitable fund assets are invested in companies 
meeting strict standards for sound governance 
and responsible financial management, as well as 
environmental, social, and governance (ESG) 
criteria, using innovative approaches to the 
environmental and social challenges their 
industries face.
In addition to applying SRI principles to select 
stocks, the firm is an “active investor,” with a 
team dedicated to Sustainability & Shareholder 
Engagement actions to proactively promote 
social change.  In collaboration with other 
stakeholders, the firm engages directly with 
companies to address a wide variety of social 
issues, including Child Labor, Climate Change, 
Human Rights, Sustainable Agriculture, and 
Workplace Safety.  For more information, see 
www.bostoncommonasset.com.

mailto:mascott33@rcn.com
mailto:mascott33@rcn.com
http://www.bostoncommonasset.com
http://www.bostoncommonasset.com
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Some active investor highlights. During just 
the first half of 2012, the firm 
-‐ Worked with energy companies 

ConocoPhillips and Spectra Energy to 
implement and report on Indigenous 
People’s Rights policies in conjunction 
with energy extraction and transportation in 
South America and Canada.

-‐ Engaged with Korean companies LG 
Electronics, Samsung, and Hyundai Motors 
on the issue of conflict minerals (mined in 
conditions of human rights abuses and 
armed conflict, especially in eastern 
Democratic Republic of the Congo)

-‐ Met with pharmaceutical companies 
Novartis, Roche, and GlaxoSmithKline to 
urge them to integrate the issue of Access 
to Healthcare (beyond Access to Medicine) 
into their core business strategies, and also 
to move beyond the “3 pandemics” (HIV/
AIDS, TB and Malaria) to neglected tropical 
diseases and non-communicable diseases

- Shared international best practices on a 
range of environmental, social and 
governance (ESG) issues with a number of 
Brazilian companies, and emphasized 
investor interests in ESG issues and 
reporting

-‐Co-hosted the 2012 Interfaith Center on 
Corporate Responsibility Annual General 
Meeting in Boston.  At this conference, the 
keynote speaker, Professor John Ruggie, 
Berthold Beitz Professor in Human Rights and 
International Affairs at the Kennedy School of 
Government at Harvard, spoke about “the rising 
expectations of corporate human rights due 
diligence, and the role that investors can play in 
building accountability.”

Thank You and A Note from Mark Kiyimba 
and the Uganda UUs

Thank you to everyone who contributed to our 
special offering for the UU Church of Uganda 
and some of its special projects, including an 
orphanage program for those who are victims of 
AIDS.  We collected a total of $716.43. Below is 
an email that Mark Harris received from the 
Rev. Mark Kiyimba

Dear Mark

Greetings and how is Water Town? It was nice 
and lovely to have met with you and others, Yes 
it was a small group but I was happy that I came. 
I returned to Town and attended the Event of 
Bikes not Bombs.

Thanks so much for the donation to our work 
here in Uganda! I did not know that actually my 
small time that I offered to come and visit could 
bear such fruits so big like that.

Thanks a lot. I will write you again and inform 
you specifically to which Project the funds have 
been allocated so that each time and again this 
will be a reminder to the People of your Church 
and this will give an opportunity for those who 
want to come and visit to see where the funds 
are spent! We will be sending you pictures of the 
projects from time to time as well.

Greetings to your 3 boys and mother and thanks 
to the Church people for their generosity. 

You will be hearing from me soon! Am happy as 
well that am back here in Uganda.

Mark Kiyimba.
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Also this update:
Uganda's Parliament just closed without 
voting on the "Kill the Gays" bill. 

Your pressure built to an unstoppable force that 
made Uganda's politicians drop the bill way 
down the agenda – thank you. But they'll be 
back in just a month, and their first order of 
business could be passing the bill.

Watertown Celebrates Thirteenth Annual 
Unity Breakfast 

Watertown will celebrate its thirteenth Unity 
Breakfast on Monday, January 21, 2013.  The 
event brings together hundreds of people, 
representing Watertown’s diverse population, to 
remember Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., the man 
who devoted his life to ending prejudice and 
racism in our country. The Unity Breakfast has 
become a Watertown tradition. This year’s 
speaker is the seasoned civic, community and 
nonprofit leader Robert Lewis, Jr., currently Vice 
President for Program at the Boston 
Foundation.  The breakfast will also include two 
local musical groups, essays by middle and high 
school students on the meaning of the day, and 
the annual Unity Award,  presented to an 
individual who has demonstrated outstanding 
community service.
Robert Lewis, Jr. has served as Vice President 
for Program at the Boston Foundation since the 
fall of 2007.  He directs the distribution of some 
$16 million in discretionary grants to  nonprofit 
organizations and programs that serve the 
people of Greater Boston. As Vice President of 
Program, Mr. Lewis oversaw a new grant making 
framework, called “Thriving People/Vibrant 
Places,” which seeks to have a profound impact 
on important areas of community life.  They 
include dramatic improvements in education 
and health attainment, safe and vibrant 
neighborhoods, robust arts and cultural 
opportunities, and a regional economy that 
enables all to thrive.  Mr. Lewis  is the chief 
architect of StreetSafe Boston, a Boston 
Foundation initiative with the mission of 

dramatically reducing gun violence in the city; 
and CHAMPS Boston, which promotes youth 
development through sports by training coaches, 
providing donated sports equipment and 
uniforms, refurbishing fields and investing in 
youth sports programs throughout the city.  
Prior to his work with the Boston Foundation, 
Mr. Lewis served in Boston Mayor Thomas M. 
Menino’s administration as Executive Director 
of the Boston Centers for Youth and Families, as  
Senior Vice President of City Year’s national 
operations, and as Executive Director of City 
Year Boston. 
Music this year will once again be provided by 
two choruses: The Greater Boston Intergenerational 
Chorus and Chosen Voices of Harmony.  The Greater 
Boston Intergenerational Chorus, under the 
direction of Joanne Hammil, is a diverse and 
lively group of performers of all ages who sing an 
eclectic mix of music.  Chosen Voices of Harmony, 
under the direction of Sylvester Hill, sing and 
share together the love of Southern Gospel 
music. 

The Unity Breakfast, sponsored by the World 
in Watertown in collaboration with Survival 
Education Fund, Inc. and Watertown Citizens 
for Peace, Justice and the Environment, will be 
held on Monday, January 21, 2013 at 9:00 a.m. at 
the Hellenic Cultural Center, 25 Bigelow Avenue, 
Watertown.  Child care will be provided for pre-
schoolers. The Hellenic Cultural Center is 
handicap accessible. Tickets are $10 (children 12 
and under free).  For reservations call the church 
office 617-924-6143 or e-mail 
fpwatertown@comcast.net by January 14. 
Tickets will also be available at the door.

mailto:fpwatertown@comcast.net
mailto:fpwatertown@comcast.net
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Cabaret Open Mic Night:Find your light and shine at the monthly 4th Wednesday Cabaret 
Open Mic Night at First Parish, sponsored by the Boston Association of Cabaret Artists 
(BACA).The 2013 season starts on Wednesday, January 23, 7:30-10:30pm. BACA welcomes singers 
of all levels and musical genres, jazz to opera, and audience members who just want to listen and 
enjoy. Professional pianist, Tom LaMark, will accompany singers for this entertaining evening of 
song. Mr. LaMark has accompanied Aretha Franklin, Myanna, Donna Summer, The Smothers 
Brothers, Robert Merrill and many more.

Singers should bring sheet music in their key for up to two tunes. Sign-up and socializing begins at 
7:15pm, open mic begins at 7:30pm.  

There will be a special $5 "Welcome!" admission for First Parish members on Jan. 23.  

General admission for singers is $10/BACA members; $13/nonmembers; for listeners and students: 
$7.

BACA's mission is to create a supportive community of cabaret performers, opportunities for live 
cabaret events, and the audiences to enjoy them. Members include vocalists, songwriters, 
accompanists, musical directors, producers and cabaret enthusiasts. In addition to the monthly 
Cabaret Open Mic, BACA sponsors an annual Cabaret Fest, musical outreach programs, 
showcases, and educational seminars and master classes.

Future dates for BACA's Cabaret Open Mic Night on the 4th Wednesday of the month will be:
! February 27, March 27, April!23, May 28, June 25

$ $ $ $ $ $        January Calendar

January 2! ! Parish Committee at 7:30pm
January 3  ! ! Adult Choir at 6:30pm
January 6  ! ! HRW at 9am
January 7 ! ! Fellowship Committee at 7pm
January 8 ! ! Finance Committee at 7:30pm
January 9 ! ! Vision Tack Force at 12:15pm
January 10 ! ! Book Group at 7pm
January 12 ! ! Circle Supper:Warren at 6pm
January 13 ! ! Newcomer Breakfast at 9am
January 15 ! ! B&G Committee meets at 7pm
January 17! ! Adult Choir at 6:30pm
! ! ! Green Sanctuary Committee at 7pm
January 19! ! Trivia Night at 6pm
January 20! ! Worship Committee at 12:15
January 21! ! R.E Committee meets at 7:30pm
January 24     ! Adult Choir at 6:3pm
January 25   ! Friday Night Supper Club 5pm
January 26! ! Circle Supper: Lewis(filled) at 6pm
January 27 ! ! RE Teacher Breakfast at 9am
! ! ! FPW Vision Task Force at 12:15
January 31! ! Adult Choir at 6:30pm
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The Arbella

Minister ■ Mark Harris
Ministerial Intern ■ Margaret Weis

Church Administrator ■ Nancy Dutton
Religious Education Director ■ Lauren Strauss

Music Director ■ Charlyn Bethell
Accompanist ■ Guy Urban 
Parish Chair ■ Kyle Hart

Co-Treasurers ■ Jean Merkl & Martha Scott
Sexton ■ David Benson
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