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The Arbella
  A Unitarian Universalist Welcoming Congregation   

CAPTAIN’S LOG

Thank you to everyone who contributed to our canvass for this 
year.  Our Annual Dinner and Talent Show is a way to celebrate our 
commitments to the church, and the talents we all give to it to 
make it the wonderful place that it is.  This newsletter will 
probably reach your hands just as you are preparing your pot luck 
dish for the dinner or tuning your guitar or thinking up a joke for 
the show.  I hope to see many of you there.  

In a little bit of feed back from the circle suppers for the canvass,  
I heard about some concern that it is anxiety producing to have 
these wonderful social gatherings be disturbed by the pressurized 
undertone of asking people to give money to the church.  Of 
course we could have more circle suppers where we don’t ask for 
pledges, but that still does not alleviate the need to canvass the 
community for support. I heard there was even the basic question 
of why do I have to give money to the church?

At first the answer seems simple.  If we did not have committed 
members donating money to support the programs, buildings and 
sta" salaries of the church, it would not be here.  While we are 
lucky to have some endowment income that comes because past 
generations have loved this institution so much they wanted it to 
continue forever, and we have rental income that our wonderful 
facility generates, but the amounts pale in comparison to what we 
need from the members to operate our church.  To those who are 
fed spiritually, socially, emotionally and educationally, the simple 
message is: We need your support.

There are other ways to give if you are financially strapped.  We 
want you to come on Sunday morning.  We want you to attend our 
events. We want you to join in the work of the committees that 
govern the church and plan its programs in conjunction with the 
sta".  We want you to give back in whatever way you can. Someone 
also asked about the word canvass.  It is not the same word as that 
material that is used to make sails that catch wind and propel boats 
across the water. But it is a process that fills our sails and allows us 
to move as a religious community through the choppy waters of 
our lives in an uneven world. Canvass means we canvass everybody, 
or ask everybody how is our community doing, and how can we 
fulfill our mission in the world of making our lives and all of life 

Sermons and Services 

Sunday, April 1, 2012  ! 10: 30 a."   

A Fool’s Errand”  by Mark W. Harris
A fool’s errand is something that cannot be 
accomplished.  It is fated to fail. This month 
people are recalling the 100th anniversary of 
the sinking of the Titanic.  The Titanic was 
suppose to be the ship that could not fail, and 
yet we all know it was pierced by an iceberg, 
and became the most infamous sinking ever.  
What does the Titanic teach us?

Social Hour: John Portz and Meredith #          
#         Montagu$
Greeters: Karen A%endoerfer and Susa& 
#   Lind!Sinania&

Sunday, April 8, 2012 ! ! 10: 30 a."  

“WWJD and You”  by Mark W. Harris
In the Divinity School Address Emerson said 
Jesus was true to what is in me and you.  Did 
Jesus capture an understanding of the divine 
that we could all experience, if we “only had 
eyes to see and ears to hear?”  #The fourth in a 
series on James Freeman Clarke’s principles of 
Unitarianism $ “The Spiritual Leadership of 
Jesus”%  Special service for Easter Sunday.

Social Hour: Judy and Roger Kamm#         #       
Greeters: Aaron and Leni Dushku
Music: First Parish Choir

continues on next page...

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
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better?  Once everyone reflects on what the community 
means to them, they make a commitment to help see this 
ship of faith through another year.  Without your 
comments, we wouldn’t know where to go.  Without your 
commitment, our dreams would founder and die.  We 
need both.

Why give money to the church?

It is a religious home for you to explore the wonders and 
beauty of life, and try to discern meaning in a community 
of fellow seekers who feel a deep gratitude for the mystery 
of it all.

It is a religious home for our children where they can feel 
loved and accepted and safe, and see and learn from adult 
examples what it means to create and live in a beloved 
community.

It is a religious home for the lonely and scared and sick 
who can know support and a&rmation and care so that no 
one ever can feel alone or adrift when they sit inside these 
sheltering walls in a sanctuary of faithful members.

It is a religious home for those who want to create a more 
just and compassionate society so that our voice is loud 
and strident in speaking up for those who society might 
push aside or neglect, and we believe that everyone 

deserves an equal place at the banquet table of life.

It is a religious home for freedom of thought and 
independence, where we teach that the living of lives in 
service to others is the best way to express our faith.  

We are the voice of Unitarian Universalism in Watertown.  
Together we build a community founded on thankfulness 
for what we have, hope for the future, care for the lonely, a 
vision for a just world, and the freedom to live in peace 
together.  I think this religious home continues to deserve 
your support.  Thanks again for giving.

Mark

Duis aute irure dolor in reprehenderit in 
voluptate velit esse molestaie cillum. Tia 
non ob ea soluad incommod quae egen 
ium improb fugiend. 

Sunday,  April 15, 2012  10: 30 a."   

Earth Day Intergenerational Service '  A special 
service for all ages to celebrate earth day. Lauren 
Strauss and members of the Green Sanctuary 
Committee will lead us through story and song and 
reflections on what kinds of seeds we are planting in 
our lives.

Social Hour: Djalai Babazadeh and TBA
Greeters:Victoria Gra'in and Mike Conway

Sunday April 22,  10: 30 a."   
“Temporarily Able'Bodied”  by Margaret Weis

Prior to entering seminary, my training and work was 
in Rehabilitation and Disability Studies. This 
somewhat tiny career field explores and addresses 
some of the most challenging and relevant issues our 
society faces today. As Unitarian Universalists, we 
a&rm the inherent worth and dignity of every person. 
How do we do so in the face of our own mortality, 
with our aging and sometimes broken bodies? How do 
we live in a world that is inaccessible, and often harsh 
to those among us that have disabilities or 
impairments? How do we grow our welcoming parish 
culture in a way that encompasses all abilities and 
di"erences, so that we might all worship together in 
religious community?

Social Hour: Ke%y and Kyle Morto&
Greeters: Kathy Button and Patsy Sampso&
Music: Guest soloist is Sandi!Jo Malmon, ce%o

Sunday, April 29, 2012 – 10: 30 a."   
“Nones and Names” by Mark W. Harris

Judy Kamm gave me an article from Time 
Magazine about the rise of the nones.  That is nones, 
as in no religious affiliation, as opposed to nuns, the 
female religious types who used to wear the funny 
hats.  The nones are those who claim to be spiritual 
but not religious. They are a fast growing segment 
of the US population having doubled since 1990.   
Some people think we are the perfect faith for them.  
Could that be true?

Social Hour:Paul and Norah Mulvaney Day 
Greeters: Mike and Anna Anctil
Music:Eric Kamen, piano.  Drummers wi% be playing.

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
! from previous page...

CAPTAIN’S LOG continued...
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS
I must start on a personal note.  I am sitting in 
Logan Airport waiting for a flight as I write this.  
My father'in'law, who has spent the past month 
in hospitals with pneumonia and various other 
ailments, passed away on Friday afternoon.  
David and I are flying down to Pennsylvania to 
be with my husband and his family.  I am blessed 
to have had two wonderful parents'in'law 
throughout my wonderful marriage, and my 
father'in'law, Ray, was a kind and loving father 
and grandfather and we will miss him very much.  
I also realize how blessed I am to be surrounded, 
in my work, by people who care for me.  I was 
buoyed throughout a trying week by Mark, 
Andrea, Nancy, and the members of the RE 
committee who have stepped up and made it 
possible for me to be with my family this week.  

Spring has sprung!  The RE program is springing 
too.  We have had a wonderful presentation 
about Cradles to Crayons from Jill Shaw and 
Barbara Farrell, and I hope many of you got to 
see the skit they were inspired to write in order 
to tell all of you what they’d learned about C2C.  
May our Giving Box overflow, and I hope you 
will all join us on April 22, which is Sorting Day, 
after social hour.  We’ll fold and sort and box and 
get all the wonderful donations ready to go to 
children in need in the Boston area.

The Middle School is planning and plotting as 
well… we have several new episodes of The 
Simpsons to watch, and they are helping me turn 
their questions and comments into curriculum 

that can be used in the future.  The “Junior 
Youth” have a wild and crazy and (onderful idea 
to beautify our grounds and bring peace and 
meditative practice to all of us(they are 
thinking through how to build a small but life'
size Zen Garden on the grounds.  I hope this is a 
dream that we can make come true.

The K'1 and 2nd/3rd grade classes will be learning 
about immigration this spring.  I’m busy turning 
the existing curriculum into Spirit Play stories so 
we can continue with our familiar format.  And 
the Youth Group has just gone to its very first 
Youth Con at First Parish in Sudbury, and 
they’re planning a joint camping trip with First 
Parish Sudbury later this spring.

Unfortunately, we had to cancel the Balto movie 
this past Friday.  We will be planning an evening 
event later in the spring to get the RE 
community together, whether a movie night or a 
potluck.  Part of the purpose of this #other than 
fun% will be to share what happens in RE with all 
of you, and to get more people involved in 
teaching our children about the wonder that is 
Unitarian Universalism.  I hope that when we 
announce our next event, many of you will come 
and share an evening with us.  We understand 
that spring is a busy time, but an evening with 
friends and food is always a welcome distraction.

Cheers!
Lauren

! ! April Calendar
April 1     Intro to UU at 7:00pm
!    Worship Committee at 12:15pm
April 3     Community Dinner Comm. at 7:00pm
April 4    Parish Committee at 7:30pm
April 5     Choir meets at 6:30pm
April 10   B&G meets at 7:00pm
April 12   Spiritual Biography at 7:30pm
!    Green Sanctuary at 7:00pm
April 16   RE Committee at 7:30pm
!    Parish Committee at 7:30pm
April 19   Choir meets at 6:30pm

April 21    Green Sanctuary Potluck 6:30pm
!     GS Film at 7:30pm
April 22    Community Walk to Church
!      C to C Sorting at 12:15pm
!      Intro to UU at 7:00pm
April 23     Fellowship Committee at 7:00pm
April 24    Trustees at 7:30pm
!      Task Force at 7:00pm
April 26    Choir meets at 6:30pm
!      Spiritual Biography at 7:30pm
 April 28    Bikes Not Bombs at 11am
 April 29    Annual Meeting 12pm
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MUSICALLY  SPEAKING

This week, Guy is writing the column.  
Charlyn wanted me to explain how I pick my 
music, and in particular why I usually don’t 
identify the pieces I play in the Order of 
Service.  The main reason is pretty simple: I 
usually choose what I want to play a day or two 
before the service, when it’s too late to list in 
the Order, which has already been printed.

I don’t want this process to sound casual 
or thoughtless.  Rather, it reflects a 
fundamental attitude I take towards playing 
music in church.  It occurs to me that my 
thoughts about this connect with the larger 
issues Charlyn raised in the last “Musically 
Speaking” column, in which she wrote about 
how we select guest musicians.  This was part 
of larger discussion about the role of live music 
in our weekly services.  Is it like a concert?  
How do we expect members of the 
congregation to experience and respond to the 
music that is performed in church?

When I play in our services, I don’t 
experience it like a traditional concert.  Here I 
feel I am o"ering music that contributes to the 
spiritual content of the service, just as a reading 
or homily provides a source of ideas, feelings 
and inspirations to each of you as you listen to 
them.  Although I am “performing” the music 
on the piano, in a certain sense I am also 
experiencing it as a listener, reacting to its 
gestures and moods and allowing it to enter my 

consciousness and contribute to shaping my 
total experience of the service.  The more 
spontaneous my performance is, the more 
freely I can experience it in this way.  Choosing 
the music close to the Sunday service makes it 
fresher and less calculated an experience for 
me, and #I hope% for you, too. 

There is one more argument I can make 
against listing my music in the Order of 
Service.  As a musician, I cannot help letting 
prior knowledge of a composer or style subtly 
influence how I experience a piece of music 
when I hear it.  This can have the e"ect of 
putting the music in a box, predefining it and 
creating barriers around it.  On the other hand, 
some of my most exciting musical discoveries 
have been made when I hear something on the 
radio that appeals to me, but about which I 
know nothing.  My ears and my consciousness 
are lit up, and I engage with the pure 
experience of the music on a much deeper level 
than I would otherwise.  I have to admit that I 
am delighted and inspired when I imagine 
someone in the congregation thinking to 
themselves, “What IS that piece?”  I am always 
happy afterwards to talk with anyone who 
wants to know about the music.

Charlyn and I both welcome your 
thoughts about music at FPW, and hope you 
feel comfortable in o"ering us feedback.

Highlights of music for April include:

April 8th:  Our Easter service will feature the First Parish Choir singing two songs:  Wer$ 
! ! You There? by Harry T. Burleigh  and A%eluia by Bortnyansky/Tschaikovsky.  
! !  Both are to be sung without accompaniment.

April 15th: will be an intergenerational service with music TBA.

April 22nd:  Our guest soloist is Sandi'Jo Malmon, cello.

April 26th:  Eric Kamen will be playing as Guy will be out that day.  Drummers will be 
! !    playing.
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It seems that spring has sprung! While I certainly enjoy the warmer weather, I do have to express 
concern for the planet and the hurting it is in as we experienced summer weather before the o&cial 
start of spring! Regardless, our daily lives go on, and we are ever'conscious of our role in this world 
as caregivers and stewards of this beautiful planet we call home.

! As many of you know, my wife Susan has just returned from a two'week Annual Tour in 
Alaska, as a Captain in the United States Air Force Reserve. We have just recently learned that she 
will be deploying the first week of April, on a six'month tour in Afghanistan. While we had 
anticipated her deployment in October 2012, it seems that the time has come for her to go. As you 
might imagine, this is a di&cult time for us as we prepare to be apart for that time, and she 
prepares to serve overseas. 

! It is challenging for both of us to reconcile the conflicts in which our country is involved. In 
fact, we were planning a worship service to address such conflicts of interest and the “call to serve” 
for this spring. Alas, this will need to wait until Susan is back, and we have time to plan such a 
worship opportunity.  It is undoubtedly true that, like my call to ministry, Susan feels called to 
military service. And, while this is a challenging and emotional calling, it is one that our family 
commits to uphold and serve. 

! We are all called, in some way, to service and care of others. I invite you to take this time to 
think about the ways in which you feel called in your life. Are you called to teach, to counsel, or to 
build the physical foundations and structures that house these callings? Perhaps you feel called to 
write, or to care for the elders in your life. Do you feel called to advocate for those who are 
oppressed, or speak out for the right to religion, choice, or education? Perhaps you feel called to 
raise a family, or volunteer your time to teach Religious Education classes. How are you called? 
How do you serve?

! I look forward to hearing more about how you feel called, and sharing a bit about my own 
“call” in life. This is the beauty of our religious community: to live out our calls in cooperation with 
one another in the realization of our common vision of building a just, equitable, and 
compassionate world.

In Faith,

Margaret Weis

FROM THE FIRST MATE
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"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" 
CRADLES TO CRAYONS
"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""
**C 2 C**
)

There will  be  a CHURCH#WIDE $adults and children% SORTING DAY for the 
Cradles to Crayons items on"
"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""

****SUNDAY#### APRIL 22nd###after church service****
)

A member of the C2C's "team" will be here at FPW to lead this sorting activity.) Please circle the 
date and join us.

Let me add a HUGE thank you for your generous support so far to our C2C collection.) Please 
continue to bring clothes, shoes and outerwear for ages 0'12 years.) If you could ask your 
neighbors and friends to contribute and give me their names and addresses I will send them notes 
of thanks.)

As always I will shop for you....thank you...thank you....thank you..What a success this continues to 
be and 'borrowed' from our dear church member Carole Berney..."CHURCH WOW!!!""

 Jill Shaw

Our deepest sympathy to our 
DRE, Lauren Strauss and her 
husband Tom, and all of Tom’s 
family at the death of Tom’s 
father on March 23, 2012.  A 
service was held in Pennsylvania.

Healing thoughts to Carole 
Berney as she recovers from a 
fall where she broke both her 
wrists.

Healing thoughts to Holly 
Cachimuel and Thalia, who were 
in a bus crash in Haiti in mid'
February. Holly sustained a few 
injuries, but is now recovering

Our thoughts and prayers go 
with Susan Weis, Margaret’s 
wife, as she departs for six 
months of deployment with the 
Air Force in Afghanistan. 

THE GIVING BOX

AMONG US

GREEN SANCTUARY

Earth Day Clean Up/Charles River
Reminder to use the email reminder that was 
sent to you to sign up to help clean up the river 
on April 22. Please help us live up to our 
commitment to the Charles River.

Green Sanctuary Potluck and Film
Please join us on Saturday, April 21 for a film  at 
7:30p.m. preceded by a potluck supper at 
6:30p.m.  Come see the story of the birth of 
the modern environmental movement on the 
big screen, and enjoy good food and fellowship! 
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Green &anctuary &aves Us Big Bucks

Two years ago the Green Sanctuary Committee o"ered a course to all interested First Parish 
members and friends entitled “Low Carbon Diet.” Expertly taught by Mike Anctil with the able 
assistance of other committee members, this proved to be a life changing, AND a pocket book 
changing experience. 

As we discussed various topics related to our personal and family energy use habits, Mike 
distributed many helpful guidelines for conservation, both at home and while traveling. I must 
confess that going into the course I considered our family to be quite conscientious in our e"ort 
to live sustainably. We recycled, picked up trash outside the house, and smiled approvingly at other 
people with similarly good intentions. However, the day came when our illusions of self'
righteousness were dramatically shattered. 

Actually, it was a one'two punch that leveled us. The first came from a computer'based carbon 
footprint analysis that Mike had us do. Expecting to rank way below the national average in 
carbon emissions #which is actually way higher than the average in most other countries%, our 
household scored significantly above the US average. How could this happen? Must be some 
mistake. But then, for the knock'out blow, Eileen Ryan brought in her gas bill, which was roughly 
half of ours, for about the same size and type of house. Something was definitely wrong $ very 
wrong.

So, with guidance again coming from Mike, Brian Hebeisen, and Green Sanctuary, we set about 
really trying to be responsible instead of just pretending. We ditched our ancient, hand'me'down 
refrigerator and washer, and replaced them with Energy Star versions that had the lowest water 
and electricity use ratings we could find. We replaced our thirsty toilets with brand new low'flow 
models boasting “the best flush in the industry.” We had an energy audit, which, among other 
things, involved the installation of programmable thermostats. But then came the big ticket item: 
our 70 #plus or minus% year old boiler, then fired by gas, but originally fired by oil. I was insulted 
beyond words when one plumber referred to it as a “clunker,” but we knew it had to go when the 
energy auditor discovered that combustion fumes were leaking into the basement all around the 
boiler.

Brian connected us with a plumber who o"ered us a state'of'the'art, 95* e&cient condensing 
boiler and Superstore hot water heater at a remarkably low price. After the +1500 cash rebate and 
the +1500 tax credit we received, the whole project came in far below what we had expected. Net 
result: an astounding 47.6* savings in gas consumption over the first twelve months of operation. 
47.6* ' we couldn’t believe it! Consequently our monthly gas payments have dropped from 
+213.00 to +95.00, and we still have credit with National Grid. 

Admittedly, we still have a long way to go to make our home truly weather'tight and energy 
e&cient, but thanks to Green Sanctuary and Mike’s course, we’ve come a long way. Thank+ 
everyone!

Will Twombly 
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From Renewal House Director '
Rev. Susan Chorley
Giving Box ' Thank You
Thank you so much for once again gathering 
needed items for our shelter programs.  We are 
extremely grateful for all of the UU Churches who 
support the work of Renewal House and the UU 
Urban Ministry.  We are aware that we would not 
engage in such a great “project” as this without the 
support of so many individuals and communities.  
Thank you for being a part of our team as we seek 
to provide safety and support for families while also 
providing for their tangible needs.

Peace, Susan

Benefit Concert
Out deep appreciate to all those FPW members 
who helped with the Benefit Concert on March 17.

Here is an accounting of all our income:
Ticket sales at the door: +1470 and Tickets through 
online Brown Bag sales +320 $ grand total of +1,790; 
Ra,e +340'Baked Goods +125 Charitable O"ering 
in church on March 18 ' +637. Total income' +2,892  
Expenses for Band +375. Final income going 
directly to the Helen Robinson Wright Fund ' 
+2,517.  Many local residents will be able to receive 
assistance thanks to this wonderful e"ort.  Special 
thanks to Jill Shaw and Barbara Farrell for their 
work on the ra,e, all those who baked goodies, 
Paul Dansereau for his design work on the flyer, 
David Morrison for printing and building set up, 
and Michael McCarthy for sound.  

An Introduction to the Unitarian and 
Universalist Traditions 

Mark and Andrea continue the discussion of their 
book  This will also be a more in depth way for 
members #both new and old% to understand our 
history and traditions.  April 1 and April 22 are the 
last two dates.  If you would like to purchase a copy 
of the book, but have not done so, please speak to 
Mark or Andrea.  You do not need to attend all 
sessions. Topics :  April 1 '  Theology, Polity and 
Worship ;  April 22 $ Education, Science and 
Ecology, Social Action, Art and Architecture.

"Spiritual Reflection and Autobiography 
Group: Interested in exploring your life and 
ongoing journey in a spiritual context? Have the 
desire to delve a little deeper into your life 
experiences, both good and bad, and how they have 
shaped you? Our lives are complicated and 
beautiful stories of growth, challenge, and healing. 
Join our Ministerial Intern, Margaret, and others 
from FPW as we seek understanding and healing 
by exploring our spiritual and religious stories. 
Spiritual Autobiography writing is a process of 
exploration and understanding that ways those 
stories shape our understanding of this world and 
our hopes for ourselves within it. This group will 
meet on Thursday evenings #April 12, 26 and May 3, 
note there is no meeting on April 5 as originally 
noted. A new date will be added at the end of the 
series % from 7:30'9:00pm at FPW. Sign up sheets 
will be at social hour over the next few weeks!"

Matenwa Benefit
The Matenwa Community Learning Center of 
Lagonav, Haiti will be the beneficiary of the Fifth 
Annual Evening of Education and Hope for 
Matenwa.  All are invited to this event on Saturday, 
May 5, 2012 from 6:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. at the 
Atrium School, 69 Grove Street, Watertown.  
Music is provided by Zili Musik.  There will be live 
music, food, dance, art drinks and friends.  We have 
given to Matenwa in the past.  Our connection has 
been FPW member Holly Cachimuel.  Visit: 
www.matenwaclc.org

Help Social Action Choose a Theme:  One of 
the results of the social action focus groups at the 
service on Sunday, March 11, 2012, was that it would 
be good to have overarching themes for social 
action.  The themes need to be broad, so that they 
can embrace many educational, hands'on, and 
advocacy activities.   And so that the entire church 
community can participate.  So, what will the 
themes be?  Please give us your suggestions.  
Starting in mid'April there will be large sheets of 
paper in the social hall where you can jot down 
ideas for themes you would like FPW to take on.

GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

http://www.matenwaclc.org
http://www.matenwaclc.org
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Bill Schulz to Speak in Melrose
On Thursday, April 5, at 7 pm, Rev. Dr. Bill Schulz 
will be speaking at the Melrose UU Church, 70 
West Emerson St., Melrose, on "The Future of 
Human Rights." He is the current President and 
CEO of the UU Service Committee, and past 
President of Amnesty International. Former) 
President of the Unitarian Universalist Association, 
he is a long time advocate for human rights and has 
traveled to many places around the world to work 
for justice. Anyone who has heard him speak before 
will tell you ' he is an excellent speaker and 
eminently qualified to speak on this important 
topic. The church is accessible via the commuter 
rail, Cedar Park stop. Fair Trade 
refreshments will be served at the event. For 
questions, please call Donna Cli"ord at 
781'483'3133 or the church o&ce at 781'665'7504.

Walk to Church Day ' Sunday, April 22
The Green Sanctuary and Fellowship committees 
are sponsoring a community walk to church on 
April 22.  In the spirit of the day, come join others 
at several nearby locations, and enjoy a nice walk 
together to attend the Earth Day service at First 
Parish.  If you live too far to walk, you can park 
your car and meet with others shortly before 10 
AM at the homes of the following parish members 
in Watertown:

Lynn Bratley and Chuck Dickinson
21 Church Lane
bratleylynn@verizon.net
#Park in parking lot o" Pleasant St.%

Aaron and Leni Dushku
10 Elmwood Ave.
aarondushku@gmail.com

Brian Hebeisen and Elizabeth Stresalosky
170 Worcester St.
Caseysmom3@yahoo.com

Will and Sue Twombly
75 Marion Rd.
wtsd@rcn.com

Bicycle Collection for Community 
Development at Home and Abroad

A bicycle collection for Bikes Not Bombs will take 
place on Saturday, April 28, 2012 from 10:00 $ 3:00 
at our church.  Please note this is a new location 
for the bike drive.  The Green Sanctuary 
Committee and First Parish Youth are teaming up 
with The World in Watertown, St. John’s United 
Methodist Church and the Watertown Savings 
Bank.  

As you know, Bikes Not Bombs is a Jamaica Plain 
based non'profit organization working for 
environmental sustainability and community 
development.  They operate a full service bike shop 
in JP where they achieve the goals of training inner 
city youth to become bicycle mechanics, learn good 
business skills  and  become e"ective community 
leaders.  On several  occasions they have been the 
recipient of our monthly charitable o"ering. 

Bikes Not Bombs works both locally and 
internationally to promote peace and social justice.  
Over the years they have shipped 46,000 bikes to 
community bike projects in over 13 nations in the 
developing world, including Ghana, South Africa, 
Tanzania, Central America and the Caribbean.  For 
the working poor in developing countries, bikes are 
an inexpensive means of transportation and 
provide a reliable way of commuting to school, to 
work, and to market. 

Help Bikes Not Bombs achieve its mission of 
working towards alternative transportation and 
community development by donating your used 
bike in reparable condition.  And spread the word! 
A monetary donation of +5 per bike is requested to 
help defray the cost of repair and refurbishing.

Information about Bikes Not Bombs can be found 
at www.BikesNotBombs.org  For more information 
about the collection see Will or Sue Twombly

http://www.BikesNotBombs.org
mailto:bratleylynn@verizon.net
mailto:bratleylynn@verizon.net
mailto:aarondushku@gmail.com
mailto:aarondushku@gmail.com
mailto:Caseysmom3@yahoo.com
mailto:Caseysmom3@yahoo.com
mailto:wtsd@rcn.com
mailto:wtsd@rcn.com
http://www.BikesNotBombs.org
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Concert To Fund the Dishwasher
 Kaleidoscope Chamber Ensemble is playing a 
concert at our church on Sunday, April 29th at 3 pm 
as a benefit for the church dishwasher fund. Guy and 
Charlyn will both be performing: the Mozart Oboe 
Quartet, the Beethoven Archduke Trio, and 
"Fairytales" for clarinet, viola, and piano by Robert 
Schumann. Look for  a poster and other publicity 
soon.

Rummage Sale Saturday May 5:  
The Annual First Parish Rummage Sale is coming up!  
It will be Saturday, May 5 from 10:00 a.m. $ 3:00 
p.m.  We are once again looking for quality 
donations!  We like books, records, audio and video 
tapes, DVD’s, children’s clothes, linens and white 
goods, kitchen and household items, small 
electronics and appliances #in working order%, arts 
and crafts, bric'a'brac, sporting goods, toys and 
games, small furniture, etc. etc.   Any quality item 
you can donate! #We don’t accept adult clothing, and 
we can’t take computers, electronic components or 
TV’s because of disposal problems.%  But, whatever 
you want to recycle that you think someone else 
would like is what we want!  Drop o" times are at 
the church Friday evening, May 4 from 6:00 p.m. $ 
9:00 p.m. and Saturday morning, May 5 from 8:00 
a.m. to 10:00 a.m.  We will need lots of help setting 
up Friday night and Saturday morning, selling on 
Saturday and cleaning up Saturday afternoon. Sign 
up sheets will be the social hall.   Please see Barbara 
Farrell or Jill Shaw pbnj103@gmail.com% or #781 
289'0073% or Missy Shay mwshay@gmail.com or 
#617'926'9830%  if you can help, or with questions.
#N.B.  Each year we worry about disposing of items 
that do not sell.  For the past  several years, people 
took home 2 $ 3 large garbage bags  of “leftovers” for 
the Vietnam Vets to pick up.  That has been 
successful, so we are looking for volunteers this year 
to do the same thing.    Again, please let  Barbara, Jill 
or Missy know if you could help out in this way.  
Also, we can try to sell large items, and often they 
bring in good +, but if they do not sell we would like 
assurances you will come back for them.%

First Parish Book Group

The First Parish Book Group will meet next on 
Thursday, May 10 at 7:30 p.m. The book will be: 
Ceremonial Tim$ by John Hanson Mitchel.

Community Dinner 

On Sunday, May 20, 2012, Social Action at First 
Parish will hold a community dinner.  An invitation 
will be extended to all in the community, in hopes 
people from all walks of life and all economic levels  
can enjoy a meal together. We will extend invitations 
to residents who use the two food pantries in town,   
those who live in senior housing, members of First 
Parish and anybody else who would like to come.  
There is a small steering committee hammering out 
the details, but much help will be needed from the 
congregation  at large.  We’ll need lots of cooks, and  
lots of people to set'up, serve and clean up.  So, 
mark your calendars now for a fun time  while 
serving the community.  For more information see 
Barbara Farrell, Mark Harris, Carole Katz, Sue 
Kuder, Martha Scott, Jill Shaw or Margaret Weis.

From the FPW Vision Task Force:
Those who attended the various Circle Suppers in 
March engaged in lively discussion on four key 
questions that we are using to measure the paths 
that FPW should walk in future planning e"orts.We 
would love to receive responses to these questions 
from anyone who did not make it to one of the 
dinners. If you fall into this group, please email Mike 
Anctil #dma02155@comcast.net% by April 15th with 
your response to the following:

1. What inspires or nurtures you/your family to keep 
coming to First Parish Watertown?

2. What are FPW's strengths?
)

3. What are the most important challenges tthat 
FPW faces?
)

4. What would be your 'Big Dream' for FPW in the 
future.
)

Thanks for helping us document why FPW is 
important to you!

#Izzy Tappan'deFrees, Mike Anctil, Micheal 
McCarthy, Sue Sours, Bobbie Brown, Patsy Sampson, 
Mark Harris, Margaret Weis%

mailto:dma02155@comcast.net
mailto:pbnj103@gmail.com
mailto:pbnj103@gmail.com
mailto:mwshay@gmail.com
mailto:mwshay@gmail.com
mailto:dma02155@comcast.net
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From Your Historian
This semester I am auditing a class with the First Lady 
of Brandeis, Kathleen Lawrence: "When Genius is a 
Family A"air: Henry, William, and Alice James."  I so 
enjoy pretending to be an English Major all over again, 
this time without the angst.  Passages from Henry 
James biography of Nathaniel Hawthorne reminded me 
of my home town, Medway, Massachusetts.  

Yours truly,
Katherine Button
Church Historian

Rabbit Hill

When I was eight years old, my family moved 
to the Big House on Main Street in Medway, a small 
town near the Rhode Island border.  Before that time, 
my parents, two siblings, and I lived in the Little House 
next to my grandparents.  The Big House was two and a 
half miles from my maternal grand parents’ farm, and 
about the same distance from my aunt and uncle's 
house.  All three houses were old, very old.  During our 
first winter, we lived without central heat.

The Big House, circa 1820, was situated 
diagonally across from the Community Church, circa 
1813.  Staring at the church one day, I asked my mother, 
"Where did the Puritans go?" I don't think she had an 
answer for me, but in time I figured out the puzzle, and 
to paraphrase Pogo, "We have met the Puritans and 
they are us."  

In his biography of Nathaniel Hawthorne, 
Henry James could have been writing about Medway 
when he wrote:

"If New England was socially a very 
small place in those days, Salem was 
still a smaller one; and if the American 
tone at large was intensely provincial, 
that of New England was not greatly 
helped by having the best of it." #p. 23%

There are 351 incorporated towns and cities in 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.  "Provincial" is a 
good description for the vast majority of municipalities, 
perhaps not so much today, but certainly true when I 
was a child.  As my Baby Boomer generation marched 
through the school system, Medway cried for a new 
high school.  There was talk about forming a regional 
high school with Millis.  That didn't happen.  People 
complained, "Every brick would not be our own!"  I 
think there was a sub'text to the outcry: football. How 

can you hold a traditional Thanksgiving football game 
with your rival if the players on both teams go to school 
together?

The Puritans fiercely debated locations for 
their meeting houses.  Fast forward to mid 20th 
Century Massachusetts and the contest continued over 
control of the public schools. 

James' description of Concord also reminded 
me of Medway: 

"Concord is, indeed, in itself decidedly 
verdant, and is an excellent specimen 
of a New England village of the riper 
sort…Its spreading elms and plain 
white houses, its generous summers 
and ponderous winters, its immediate 
background of promiscuous field and 
forest, would have been part of the 
composition." #p.74%

Yes, the Big House was white, as were all the 
other houses on Rabbit Hill. The Community Church 
was white.  Across the street from the church, between 
Franklin and High Streets, the parsonage, the public 
library, the fire station, and the parish house were all 
white.  And the people were all white, too, of course.  
One "generous" summer, during Vacation Bible School, 
I befriended a black girl, the only one in our small 
group.  I don't know where she came from ' not from 
Medway, for sure ' and I never saw her again.  
Somewhere, in my collection of photographs, I have 
pictures of her smiling face taken at an outing to Old 
Sturbridge Village.  What a brave soul, whatever your 
name!

The interior walls and wooden pews of the 
Community Church were painted white as well.  On 
Communion Sundays, the ushers served up the whitest 
of white bread: Wonder Bread.  In unison the 
Congregation solemnly swallowed the white cubes 
chased down with shots of Welch's grape juice. "Do this 
in remembrance of me."  I felt quite unworthy 
partaking in this ancient ritual, and the bland 
substitutes for real bread and wine made a skeptic of 
me. 
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