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The Arbella
  A Unitarian Universalist Welcoming Congregation   

CAPTAIN’S LOG

My good news over the winter is that I lost ten pounds.  My bad 
news is that I gained it back.  This may seem like a familiar refrain 
to some of you.  I can often improve my weight situation merely by 
giving up ice cream.  Now I just have to give up the ice cream 
again.  Another bit of good news along these lines is that I have 
started going to the gym. Asher has been involved in a mentor 
program with a medical student, and so every time he goes to the 
Y, I have been tagging along.  I have developed my own little 
routine that includes stationary biking and rowing.  It feels great 
just to do something physical.  I do a fair amount of walking, 
especially to work and back, but this is a situation where I actually 
work up a sweat.  My body feels looser than it has in a long time, 
which is great.  Last year I had a frozen shoulder, so all of this 
movement has kind of been a body liberation.

One of these activities I have been doing is on a stationary rowing 
machine.  Whereas I have figured out a exact time period on the 
biking, the rowing regimen has been less clear to me.  I have been 
playing what is called the “fish game.”  The problem is I cannot 
figure out what the fish game entails.  On the computer screen for 
my machine there are these little fish and big fish.  Some are 
colored white and some are colored black.  As I recall, the bigger 
ones are the black ones.  The only problem is I cannot tell who is 
chasing who, as they swim across the screen.  I think I win points 
by rowing faster so that some fish can swallow other fish.  You 
would think it would be bigger fish eating the little ones, but I just 
can’t tell.  Plus I am so busy rowing and it is such a small screen, 
there is kind of this blur of fish moving across a very full pond.  
Some swim near the surface, and others swim deeper and deeper.  
None of this helps with figuring out how to score points.

My scores in the fish game are a complete mystery to me.  I row as 
hard as I can at a fairly steady clip each time.  My stroke does not 
really vary all that much.  Sometimes I score as high as 290 points, 
and other times it is a big fat zero, or an equally dismaying 15 or 30.  
What’s interesting is that I seem to feel more rewarded when the 
machine tells me I have the high score rather than when the small 
score shows on the screen.  But it clearly has nothing to do with 
skill because I do not know what I am doing, and I do not vary the 
stroke because it does not seem to make any difference.  BUT I do 

Sermons and Services

May 1, 2011 - 10:30am 
“Music Sunday”  led by Charlyn Bethell

Is music equal to words in worship?  
In this service, I will lead a singing 
meditation. I will also read a story for 
all ages about a singing snake and how 
the didgeridoo was first made. Worship 
associate will be Carol Smith.

Greeters: Anna Knight and Beth Parsons
Social Hour: Roger and Judy Kamm

May 8 , 2011 -10:30am
“My Mom Said So”   Mark W. Harris

I learned that if my Mom said it was 
so, then it must be true.  She said Bay 
leaves were poisonous, and so I spent a 
lifetime looking in every soup I ate.  
Mom was our first authority, but what 
other types of authority do you live by?

Music: Soloist, Sandi-Jo Malmon, ce#o    
Greeters: Beth and Izzy Tappan-deFrees
Social Hour: Silke and Andreas Plesch

 

continues on next page...

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
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feel like I am doing more or better when the score tells me 
so.

This regimen of mine reminds me of those school districts 
that consider rating teachers and giving pay raises based on 
MCAS scores.  Clearly what their students receive on tests 
has little to do with the quality of the teaching.  It may 
have to do with how much they teach to the test, or 
practice the test.  It may also have to do with who the 
students are.  Some are more highly motivated than others, 
and to put all that on the teachers is just unfair. Sure it 
helps if the teacher is motivated, but this is hardly the sole 
factor.  

This correlates in some ways to growth in church 
membership or in a church school.  It helps if the 
professional is friendly and preaches an acceptable sermon, 
but growth in a church depends upon the demographics of 
the community – who is in the town and who is in the 
church. Like attracts like. People bring in more people.  
Once people have visited then it depends upon how 
friendly we are, and how much we follow up.  It depends 
upon the programs we have and what we offer.  We need 
good volunteer and educational opportunities. We need to 
reach out in order to grow.  And sometimes it is just plain 
luck.  The simple message is that it is good to put in your 
best effort every time, but we all need to play a role, as no 
one does it alone. Even then it can be hard.  How do we 
make our free faith into a compelling message for the 
world?

So there I am at my rowing machine.  Sometimes my score 
is high, and sometimes it is low.  I admit I feel better when 
it is high, but I am really not doing anything different with 
that motion.  What does stay the same is my effort.  I pull 
and pull, and work up a sweat because I still believe my 
effort will bring in more fish.  At the moment whatever we 
seem to be doing at First Parish is attracting the fish.  It is 
exciting to see all the new people around.  Let’s enjoy our 
high scores while we can, and keep up the rowing we are 
doing together for the moment.  I might even lose some 
weight.

Mark
Duis aute irure dolor in reprehenderit in 
voluptate velit esse molestaie cillum. Tia 
non ob ea soluad incommod quae egen 
ium improb fugiend. 

May 15 , 2011 – 10:30am 
“Befriending Endings When Entering    
Beginnings” 
 Duffy Peet and Rebecca Keller Scholl

In thinking about this sermon, the last one of 
my internship at First Parish, I became aware 
of many feelings. For me, endings often 
stimulate memories of good times past as well 
as sadness for what I am about to lose. But 
just as every dark cloud has a silver lining 
every ending means a new beginning. In order 
to make each new beginning the best it can be 
I find that it is important to take the time to 
honor and befriend endings that have come 
before. Join me in considering endings as the 
soil that beginnings emerge from.
Music: Eric Kamen, piano   
Greeters: Gretchen Brown and Sandy Kindt
Social Hour: Sarah McSweeney and John         
       Chamberlain

May 22, 2011  - 10:30am  
“Don’t Want the Job”            Mark W. Harris

James Taylor once wrote: “Twelve step 
programs say an interesting thing: Either you 
have a God, or you are God and you don’t 
want the job.”   But what if you don’t have a 
God, and are not God?   Making the case for 
atheism.
Music: First Parish Choir
Greeters: Judy and Roger Kamm
Social Hour: Melissa Thompson and Ginger Burns
   
May 29, 2011 - 10:30am
“Hell, No!”   Mark W. Harris

Some mainstream Christians are catching on 
to old Universalist theology.  There is no hell.  
It was a recent Time Magazine cover story.  
For some hell remains a burning issue.  Should 
we take notice?   Memorial Day is often a 
small informal service, so there will be times 
for sharing and discussion of heaven and hell.
Greeters: Lynn Bratley and Chuck Dickinson
Social Hour: Beth and Izzy Tappan-deFrees

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
 from previous page...

CAPTAIN’S LOG continued...
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Rebecca’s REflections
Coming of Age – a UU Rite of Passage

Several people have come up to me recently 
asking about our Coming of Age program, so I 
thought I would use this month’s Reflections 
column to share more information about this 
Important Rite of Passage.

Coming of Age is a Unitarian Universalist 
curriculum and Rite of Passage where the 
youth declares to the entire community that 
they are ready to take on full membership in 
the congregation and are capable of making 
their own decisions regarding their faith and 
religious convictions.

For many years, Unitarian Universalist 
congregations have acknowledged a turning 
point in the growth and self-identity of 
teenagers with Coming-of-Age programs.  Our 
Coming-of-Age program enables youth to grow 
in maturity, responsibility, and spiritual depth 
with a deeper acknowledgement, on the part of 
youth, parents, and the congregation, that youth 
are coming into their own as Unitarian 
Universalists.  Our wish is that Unitarian 
Universalism is more solidly becoming “their 
religion” and not just the religion of their 
parents or guardians.  

Subjects explored in Coming-of-Age include: 
community building, Unitarian Universalist 
values, spirituality, theology, principles, 
leadership, social justice, and Unitarian 
Universalist history.  Each lesson plan is designed 
to help leaders relate the subject matter directly 
to youths’ current outlook as well as their 
developmental needs.

Each youth participant selects a one on one 
mentor.   It is important to expand our 
relationships at this pivotal time of 

development.   Building relationships with 
youth, families and other adults is a reward and 
an opportunity to grow in one’s own faith. 
Mentors also experience the joy of knowing that 
they have walked beside a young person on a 
spiritual journey along the road from childhood 
toward a path of deepening maturity and a more 
centered Unitarian Universalist faith.

Highlights of the program are the overnight 
retreat, this year held at the Walker Center in 
Newton, the Dinner with the Ministers, the 
Community Service Project and the Heritage 
Tour of Boston.  These are wonderful 
opportunities for the youth to bond together 
and ask questions in a more relaxed 
environment.  The culmination of the program 
is the Coming of Age worship service where the 
youth share their Credos and are invited to sign 
the membership book.

This year we look forward to hearing Elisa, 
Nathan, Molly, Doug, Niko, Tessa and Tacquina 
share their credos and lead us in worship on June 
12.  I hope you will all be present as we bear 
witness to this important Rite of Passage and to 
affirm them as young adults ready to take their 
place in the life of church community.

In Faith,

Rebecca
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MUSICALLY  SPEAKING

The first of May is May Day, which happens to 
be a Sunday, and it is Music Sunday.  If I needed 
an inspiration for this service, I got it from our 
own and thoughtful, Betty Latner.  I was 
pleasantly surprised to get something in the mail 
from her, a flyer with some words about music 
from the West Newton UU church.  The 
wonderful words are from Robert Shaw, the 
great choral conductor, who said, “We propose 
that music shall be as worthy an act of worship 
as the spoken word….” Thank you, Betty and 
thank you, Robert Shaw! 

I then needed to find a way to have enough 
music to be a real worship service!  I happened 
to be attending a music directors’ conference 
right after that and a presenter demonstrated a 
singing meditation.  I also read a book about 
singing meditations.  Singing meditations have 
many uses in pastoral care, but for us just now, it 
will take the place of a sermon or homily at our 
music service.  Some singing meditations are an 
hour long, but ours will be about twenty 
minutes.  I will leave the details about how a 
singing meditation works until the service, and I 
predict it will be “as worthy an act of worship as 
the spoken word”.

On May 22nd, the First Parish Choir will be 
singing a song about the holocaust and one song 
about peace sung in Hebrew. “To Olga” is from a 
set of songs titled, The Voices of Terezin by the 
Boston composer, Aaron Rosenthal.  As many of 
you know, Terezin is a city northwest of Prague, 
named for Emperor Joseph II’s mother, Maria 
Teresa.  During World War II, Hitler built a 
concentration camp there and filled it with Jews, 
many being musicians.  Even though the 
accommodations of this camp were particularly 
cramped, the German army allowed the Red 

Cross to visit it once during the war.  The orders 
were to make the camp look deceivingly better 
than it was, with a bakery filled with less-than-
typical delights and for that day only, candy was 
made available to the children.  The Red Cross 
reported Terezin to be a fit place for keeping the 
Jews safe.  Ironically, of the 1500 children taken 
there, only 132 of them survived.  While 
imprisoned there, some of the children wrote 
poems, and Aaron Rosenthal used their poems 
as texts in the Voices of Terezin.  “To Olga” is 
the voice of a child waiting for a boat (that 
would never come) to take him/her to Morocco, 
which represented freedom.  We will also sing 
Ose Shalom, a traditional Hebrew song of peace, 
“May the One who makes peace in the heavens 
Make peace for us and all Israel, And let us say:  
Amen.” We honor the spirit of the Jewish people 
with our music on May 22nd.  

Our soloist for May is a wonderful cellist who 
will play for us on May 8th.  

I look forward to sharing our music in church!

Charlyn
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With the snow and ice of winter finally gone and 
spring nearing its midpoint nature is offering us 
the opportunity to contemplate transitions. 
Every passing day provides opportunities for us 
to witness the changes that are occurring all 
around us. Spring is clearly a time of growth, of 
promise, and of looking forward to what the 
days to come will bring.

One of the places where growth has come for 
me this spring has been in an area that the 
Ministerial Fellowship Committee identified last 
September as needing further development. 
With the intent of increasing my knowledge and 
experience in religious education, since late 
January I have been co-leading the Coming of 
Age program with seven of our FPW youth 
along with several from First Parish in Needham. 
Our youth are the promise for the future of our 
faith tradition. I feel privileged to be able to 
work with the youth and their mentors as beliefs 
are explored, UU history is reviewed, values are 
considered and developed and the hopes for the 
future of our faith are passed on to the emerging 
generation. It is very possible that in years to 
come some of these youth may be mentors or 
teachers for the youth of the future who will be 

delving into what it means to be a Unitarian 
Universalist.

Regarding transitions, it seems like only a few 
months ago that my internship here at First 
Parish began and yet the end of my time here is 
now less than two months away. While my time 
as an intern here in Watertown will end with the 
Flower Communion service on June 19th, my 
time as an intern is not yet complete. I have 
accepted a position beginning on September 1st 
as the ministerial intern at the UU Church of 
Greater Lansing in East Lansing, Michigan. The 
church is just blocks from Michigan State 
University where I got my B.A. degree and less 
than forty miles from my home town. When I 
left Michigan in 1980 with my M.S.W. and the 
plan of spending my life working as a social 
worker I never imagined I would return to live 
in Michigan. It seems that just as the seasons 
form a circle in nature, the changes in my life 
have formed a circle that is taking me back to 
where I was first told that I had the makings of a 
minister within me. I am continually amazed by 
how life unfolds.  
    
Duffy

May 2      HRW meets at 7pm
May 3      Fellowship Committee at 7pm
May 4     Parish Committee at 7:30pm
May 5      Choir meets at 6:30pm
May 7      Rummage Sale at 9am
May 8      Committee on Ministry at 10am
May 11    Meeting on Social Hour at 7pm
May 12    Choir meets at 6:30pm
May 15    Intern Committee meets at 8:45am
     Adult RE: Transitions at 9am
                Worship Committee at 12:15pm
     RE Family Potluck at 4pm

May 17    Finance Committee meets at 7:30pm
May 18    Green Sanctuary meets at 7pm
     B&G meets at 7pm
May 19    Choir meets at 6:30pm
May 21    B&G Clean up Day at  9am
May 22   New Member Welcome during    
    Worship Service. 
    Worship Feedback Session 12:15am
May 22   HRW Committee meets at 12pm
May 23   RE Committee meets at 7pm 

MINISTERIAL INTERN MINUTE

MAY  CALENDAR
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Our deepest sympathy to Jane Knuttunen and her 
family at the death of Jane’s mother, Dorothy 
Kaufman on April 12.  A service was held in 
Maryland.

Congratulations to FPW member Morgan 
McLean who passed the UUA’s Ministerial 
Fellowship Committee, and then on top of that 
landed a position as  associate minister at the 
Main Line UU Church in Devon, PA.  Morgan 
will represent FPW as a delegate at General 
Assembly this year.  She has been serving as an 
intern this year in Rockford, IL

Congratulations to Mary Rose McCarthy 
(Michael's sister) and Thomas Johns who were 
married at First Parish on April 16.

Please look on the bulletin board for an article on 
the singing group that Eric Chipman (including 
Eric's picture) belongs to, and also a picture of 
Nathan Cleary Greess from a recent play he was 
in at the Children's Theatre.

If you have immediate family who are graduating 
this spring, please let us know so we can recognize 
them here in this column.

THE GIVING BOX

Tradition--Tradition

As May and June approach our thoughts turn to 
summer with its warmth and its vacation and 
fun possibilities  The Giving Box Effort--the 
last one of our church year will once again ask 
each of you to bring in some healthy snacks for 
the children of Watertown and its surrounding 
communities who are served by our local 
Watertown Food Pantry.  It has become 
tradition for us at FPW to provide families 
with snacks because during the summer  
months there are no longer school breakfast/
lunch programs for children/families in need in 
our area.

In the past, you have been generous in your 
support. Last year we provided 907 healthy 
snacks of 'all varieties of granola bars// juice 
boxes//dried fruit packets//breakfast 
cereals// and EVEN some candy/cookie 
treats.

The Giving Box Effort will run from May 1st 
until June 19th. Please try and be as generous as 
you have been in the past. Our Watertown 
families are counting on us and they are ever 
grateful for your continued support.

As always..we WILL gladly shop for you. Thanks 
to one and all... 
Jill Shaw and Barbara Farrell

                         AMONG US
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Rummage Sale Saturday  
The Annual First Parish Rummage Sale will be 
Saturday, May 7 from 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.  
We are looking for quality donations!  We like 
books, records, audio and video tapes, DVD’s, 
children’s clothes, linens and white goods, 
kitchen and household items, small electronics 
and appliances (in working order), arts and 
crafts, bric-a-brac, sporting goods, toys and 
games, small furniture, etc. etc.   Any quality 
item you can donate! (We don’t accept adult 
clothing, and we can’t take computers, 
electronic components or TV’s because of 
disposal problems.)  But, whatever you want to 
recycle that you think someone else would like 
is what we want!  Drop off times are at the 
church Friday evening, May 6 from 6:00 p.m. – 
9:00 p.m. and Saturday morning, May 7 from 
8:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.  We will need lots of 
help setting up Friday night and Saturday 
morning, selling on Saturday and cleaning up 
Saturday afternoon.  

(N.B.  Each year we worry about disposing of 
items that do not sell.  For the past  several 
years, people took home 2 – 3 large garbage bags  
of “leftovers” for the Vietnam Vets to pick up.  
That has been successful, so we are looking for 
volunteers this year to do the same thing.    
Again, please let Sue know if you could help out 
in this way.)

Pancake Breakfast

A special thanks to all who helped make the 
pancake breakfast a wonderful success.  
Workers included Barry Greess and John 
Gorman, who did the heavy pancake flipping, 
plus Jean Merkl, Chris and Bre Sthultz, Mark 
Harris, Andrea Greenwood (Levi, Dana and 
Asher), Angela Garcia and Martha, Kelly 
Morton, David Morrison and Martha Scott.

Adult Education

On Sunday morning May 15,  Chuck Dickinson 
will lead an adult education discussion of 
"Transitions"  beginning at 9:00 a.m.  Everyone 
is invited to discuss how we all make those 
difficult transitions at work, in relationships, 
etc.

B&G Clean -Up Day

B&G is sponsoring a clean up 
day on Saturday, May 16 from 
9am until 1pm. Please join 
them for even an hour or two 
as you go about your Saturday. 
The focus is on grounds: 
raking, mulching, pruning, and clean-up. Please 
bring a rake, gloves, pruners, whatever you may 
need. We will work in sun or in showers. Look 
to the Friday News for cancellation if there is to 
be heavy rain. Help us make First Parish look 
beautiful this spring!

GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS
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Worship Service RE Open House
The worship service on May 15 is going to be a 
little different than usual.  This will be the last 
service that Duffy will preach for us, and the 
theme is endings and beginnings.  This is also 
the time when things begin to wind up in 
Religious Education and we would like to end 
things with a bit of a fan fare.  You may have 
noticed that the Story for All Ages has been 
changed to a Time for All Ages. In the past this 
has mostly been limited to stories, but we want 
to expand the context and the possibilities.  At 
this service, the Time for All Ages will happen at 
the end of the service, and will not take place in 
the sanctuary, but will occur in the Religious 
Education Classrooms.  This will give the 
children a chance to share with the adults what 
they have been doing during the church year.  So 
we invite all of you to support the children and 
youth by taking advantage of the opportunity to 
learn from these wonderful kids.  The Time for 
All Ages will conclude the worship service.  
Coffee mugs will be located in the children’s 
classrooms and social hour will begin once the 
children have finished their sharing.

Giving Box for March and April!
A big thank you to everyone who helped out 
with the Giving Box that benefitted the 
Children's Clothing Exchange in Cambridge. 
This organization serves local immigrant 
families in the area by providing a safe place to 
come in and "shop" for kids' clothing. Their 
Cambridge space was recently flooded,
causing them to lose all of their inventory, so 
they needed all ages and all seasons.
Approximately 120 pounds of clothes were 
generously donated by FPW members, many of 
them new!  Thank you to everyone who 
donated, to the Youth Group for sorting and 
folding the clothes, and to FPW staff for
the use of storage space for all the clothes until 
they were delivered.

First Parish Family Potluck 
(Snacks and munchies!)
Sunday, May 15 from 4:30 – 6:30.

Please join us for an evening of family fun and 
learning. This is an opportunity to gather in 
community, share a little food and learn some 
useful skills.

We will meet in the Social Hall to share some 
snacks, then the children and youth will watch a 
movie and play with friends (child care is 
provided), while adults will gather for a 
discussion led by our Woburn Grant teachers 
Heidi Bedrossian and Jack Cash. We will talk 
about how to encourage young people by sharing 
what you love. There will be suggestions on how 
to encourage positive behavior, avoid lecturing 
and excite learning. We will look at a variety of 
curricula available and make it easy to 
understand and teach. 

An evite will go out to registered FPW families 
and a RSVP is very much appreciated! 
All are welcome at these potlucks.

Worship Feedback Session
The Worship Committee and the Ministry 
Committee invite parishioners to participate in a 
series of after-church sessions, co-sponsored by 
the Worship and Ministry Committees, and 
facilitated by their chairs (Worship: Chuck 
Dickinson and Ministry: Judy Kamm). The 
second meeting, led by Chuck Dickinson will be 
held after church on May 22.

GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS  from previous page...
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GENERAL                       Civil War Celebrations and Arthur Fuller

From 2011-2015 there will be Civil War commemorations, exhibits and reenactments all over the country to mark the 
sesqui-centennial.  In February Mark gave a sermon on Arthur Fuller, who was FPW’s own Civil War hero.  Fuller was 
the younger brother of Margaret Fuller, a Unitarian icon, a leading Transcendentalist, and America’s first feminist.  He 
was also  the grandfather of Buckminster Fuller, the famed futurist and architect, who gave the world the Geodesic 
Dome.  Arthur is featured in Mark's book Elite: Uncovering Classism in Unitarian Universalist History. Unitarianism has 
sometimes been associated with the powerful and elite, especially in nineteenth century Boston, where the Boston 
religion was synonymous with Brahmin culture.  Fuller  “endeavored to give the Unitarian church appeal to all social 
classes and championed the important liberal reforms of the day.” 

Before he attended divinity school, Fuller went West to be a teacher and a lay missionary, preaching over a wide area in 
Illinois. He adopted a preaching styled that was more typical of the spontaneous, open country. He became an 
extemporaneous preacher, which was at odds with the more typical manuscript, lecture style of his Unitarian 
colleagues. He wrote: “ I have found it better to throw aside all notes when speaking; the tastes, habits, and perhaps 
prejudices, of the people demand it.”  And after the sermons, he invited a “free expression of feeling.” Later he supplied 
pulpits both in West Newton (MA), and at the Seaman’s Chapel in Boston where the wife of the famous Methodist 
preacher “Father” Taylor heard him speak. Apparently Fuller’s popular style helped convince her that “others are going 
to heaven besides Methodists.” 

His first settled ministry was in Manchester, New Hampshire.  It was said that Fuller won over his listeners not by his 
chaste and flowery language, but by the practical presentation that religion “requires every day to be a holy day.”  He 
received a call to the New North Church in Boston in 1853, which was situated in a changing neighborhood, eventually 
dominated by immigrant Italian Catholics. In fact the building where he served is the only remaining church building 
in Boston designed by Charles Bulfinch, of which there were once five. It is now Catholic. Fuller characterized 
expanding the congregation as a Sisyphean task. Shunning denominationalism, he was a force behind the church having 
no sectarian name. He emphasized the growth of the Sabbath School, which took in destitute children. A Baptist 
colleague in Boston said that Fuller was a “friend of the poor and the outcast.” Fuller believed that workers, farmers, 
and other “common folk would flock to Unitarianism if they received the word of God in their own simple language.” 

In 1859 he was called to serve the church here in Watertown, but when the Civil War broke out, he resigned and 
became a regimental chaplain in 1861. His ministry here in Watertown was characterized by several elements typical of 
his understanding of the calling. In the public meeting that was held here in town after the attack on Ft. Sumter, he 
protested any further compromises with slavery, and said, “Nothing is ever settled, that is not settled right. Let us stand 
right ourselves, and then we can demand right from others.” He seems to have had an interesting relationship with the 
congregation here. While he was a missionary out West he rejected the staid and pretentious manner of some New 
Englanders, and decided he was too much of a Westerner “to suit New England prejudices.” In May 1861 he wrote that 
”the majority of people here were excellent people whom I love & always shall,” but there was an element here that 
opposed his settlement, those stylistically who were “old and fossilized.” Nevertheless he wrote that in the short time 
he was here that membership grew, the Sunday school expanded, too, and more was done for benevolent movements. 
But apparently Fuller was not an easy person. Like his sister Margaret, it was said he had an ardent temperament. So in 
addition to his zeal, he was also quite candid in his speech, hard hitting, and not always tactful, traits he had developed 
in the West.

As he was mulling over his future, the war began, and he enlisted as a chaplain with the 16th Massachusetts regiment. 
He wrote, “I am willing to peril life for the welfare of our brave soldiery, and in our country’s great cause.” His 
evangelical and easy extemporaneous style and his broad non sectarian Christianity proved successful in his work as a 
chaplain. It was said he drew congregants of every faith. He conducted services and offered counsel.  But poor health 
dogged him. He had to go home during the summer of 1862, and when he returned to the war front he was not healthy 
enough to continue. He was honorably discharged on December 10, 1862, with the hope that he might be assigned to 
serve as a hospital chaplain. Yet the next day he heeded a call for volunteers to help clear sharpshooters from the banks 
of the Rappahannock River. He crossed the River with gun in hand, and was shot the day after his discharge, killed in 
the Battle of Fredericksburg. Arthur Fuller wanted to preach a broader faith, a more spiritual, more zealous faith, and 
he did so with soldiers, Unitarians, and seaman alike. We wanted to welcome all.  His life helps us consider  how we can 
be more welcoming. 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS  from previous page...
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